KATE VAUGHAN



MODEL LESSON PLAN

TEEN ISSUES IN FAMILY LAW:

TEEN DATING VIOLENCE AND PREGNANCY/PATERNITY

Sources: 

Domestic Violence and Dating: an information and resource handbook, King County Council, 2002; Washington State Department of Health and Social Services website: www.dshs.wa.gov;  

A) GOALS: Studying teen dating violence and pregnancy/paternity issues will help students: 

A. Identify dating violence in their relationships and the relationships of others. 

B. Know what community resources are available for teens on both issues.  

C. Understand the implications of teen pregnancy and the legal and financial responsibilities of teen parents. 

B) OBJECTIVES:

I. Knowledge Objectives - As a result of this lesson, students will gain knowledge of:

A. Issues in teen dating – how to identify the signs of an abusive relationship. 

B. Community resources – what resources are available for teens in abusive relationships. 

C. Pregnancy and paternity – know the legal and financial responsibilities of teen parents

II. Skills Objectives - As a result of this class, students will be better able to:

A. Protect themselves and others from abusive relationships. 

B. Access community resources for themselves or others. 

C. Be able to assess the implications of their actions regarding contraceptive use. 

III. Attitude Objectives - As a result of this class, students will be better able to:

A. Feel that there is community support available in situations of dating violence. 

B. Understand that both people in a relationships have responsibilities within that relationship.    

C. Understand that they are reaching the age where their actions can have serious financial and legal implications for their future.  

C) TEACHING METHODS 

1. Introduction

Tell the class that teen dating violence (and domestic violence) are sensitive subjects that many in the class might have experience personally. Ask that the students treat each other with respect, and reassure them that they do not need to participate in class converstaion if it makes them feel uncomfortable.  

2. Teen dating violence

a.   Role Play 1: Assign parts of Jenny and Sam

b. Set up scene: Jenny is 15 and Sam is 16 and both attend Franklin High School.  They have been dating for 3 months, but don’t spend much time together at school.  Jenny is very popular, Sam is on the wrestling team but is quite quiet and has only a few friends. Sam lives with his dad, his mom lives nearby. 

c. Have students read out role play. 

d. After the role play elicit class discussion: 

a. Did they expect the scene to play out as it did?

b. Do they think this scenario (girl emotionally abusing boy) happens much?

c. Is emotional abuse the same as physical violence?

d. What are the problems with emotional abuse?

e. What do they suggest Sam does about this? 

f. Do they think Sam has legal resources available? (say will discuss answer to this after second role play)

e. Role Play 2: Assign the parts of Pete and Tisha. 

f. Set up the scene: Pete is 17 and on the soccer team of Franklin. He and Tisha have been dating for 6 months, she is 16. They share many of the same friends.

g. After the role play elicit class discussion.

a. Is this a healthy relationship?

b. Why do they think Tisha puts up with this?

c. What do they think Tisha could do about it?

d. What could happen if Tisha told her friends? 

3. Learning the law
a. Put up overhead of legal protections against domestic/dating violence. 

b. Get students to read out each paragraph.

c. Ask if they have questions. 

d. Ask students to think again about Jenny, Sam, Pete and Tisha. What legal recourse did Jenny and Tisha have?

· Is emotional abuse in the definition of abuse? (no)

· What about ‘stalking’? Is that emotional abuse?

·  Did it matter that Pete did not actually hit Tisha? (no, just the threat is enough if the threat is of physical harm)

· What would happen if Tisha did call the police (mandatory arrest of Pete if within 4 hrs)

· What could Tisha do next? 

a. Talk about protection orders (RCW 6.50) and restraining orders (RCW 10.99.040).  

b. Put numbers to helplines on the board: 

i. Crisis line: 1-800-244-5767

ii. TeenLink 206 461 4922

iii. Youth Advocates 206-322-7838

4. Pregnancy/paternity issues

a. Tell class that teen pregnancy is a real problem: In 2000, one in 25 of Washington State’s teenage girls between the ages of 15 and 17 became pregnant; one in 50 had a baby (2,559 births). 

b. Ask students why this is a problem:

1) the disruption the mother’s education.

2) the 15-17 year old group are at the highest risk for poor birth outcomes: infants born to teen mothers are one and a third times more likely to be born prematurely, and 50 percent more likely to be low birth weight babies (under 5.5 pounds).  Low birth weight and prematurity raise the probability of infant death, blindness, deafness, and mental retardation.

3) Teen pregnancy brings significant legal and financial responsibilities to both the mother and father of the child.  

c.Role Play: Paternity Issues

i) Ask for volunteers to play Pete and Tisha again. 

ii) When the role play completed ask students:

a. What rights do they think Tisha has?

b. What rights do they think Pete has?

c. What rights do they think the child has?

Paternity

d. True/False mini lecture on the law:

· In Washington paternity and child support issues are governed by the Uniform Parentage Act, RCW 26.26. 

· Ask students whether the following points in the Act are true or false. Ask the student what the public policy reasons for each rule might be:

· A paternity or parentage action is an action commenced to establish or disestablish paternity and provide for a parenting plan and financial support of a child born to an unmarried couple. (true)
· A paternity action may be brought only by the mother of the child (false – the father can bring the action too). 

· A mother may wish to establish paternity to get money from the father. A father has no reason to establish that he is the legal father of the child. (false. A father may have several reasons ranging from having his name placed on the child’s birth certificate to establishing a parenting plan for the child).

· A paternity action may also be commenced by the state on behalf of the child if the mother is receiving assistance from the state. (true)
· Paternity is normally determined through DNA genetic testing of the parties and the child. (true)
Child Support

“You be the judge”: 

1. Tell the students that they are going to take a parentage action to court for Tisha.

2. Divide the students into groups of 3, one will be Tisha’s attorney, one will be Pete’s attorney, and one will be the judge.  

3. They will work through the court order together, and fill it in with their agreement. If they cannot agree the judge makes the final determination.

4. They need the following information to help in their case: 

What is the price?
a. Washington has a statewide uniform child support schedule under the Act. Judges and the parties use the Washington State Child Support Schedule to determine the basic amount of child support to be paid, from one parent to the other. (put up overhead). 

b. Court will look at many factors to determine the amount to be paid, including the needs of the child, the standard of living of the parents, the earning ability of the parents, and whether the parents are supporting children from other relationships. 

c. The obligation to pay child support ends when the child turns 18 or becomes self-supporting.

d. If the child has not completed his or her education by the age of 18, the court may award support beyond the age of 18.

e. Once the amount of child support is decided, a transfer payment is due each month. If a parent fails to pay, contempt of court proceedings may be brought, and wage assignments or garnishment (requiring employers to subtract payments from wages) may be put in place.

f. The Washington Division of Child Support, a division of DSHS, will bring actions to collect support, particularly when the money is owed to a parent receiving public assistance. 

g. National statistics show that only 48% of the women who are supposed to receive child support receive the full amount regularly. Another 26% receive no payment at all, in spite of the presence of a court order.

5. Hand out the facts of the case and the draft court order. 

6. Ask the students to work through the order section by section, using the facts of the case and the overhead on determining the amount of child support. Tell the attorneys they can argue each point, including the appropriate last name of the child, but DNA testing has proved Pete is the father. 

7. Ask for volunteers to briefly present their decisions. 

D) Evaluation

Each student’s response in the large group discussions.

Their work in small groups.

E) Assignment

Write half a page on whether you think that Pete should have to leave school and work full time to pay for the child. Include public policy arguments for and against your proposition. Should it matter that he though Tisha was taking the pill?  Should it matter that he was planning to leave school anyway? 

ROLE PLAY 1
At Jenny’s house.

JENNY: Hey Sam, what’s the plan for this weekend?

SAM: Well I was going to go see my mom on Saturday.

J: No way. I already said we would hang out with Pete and Tisha. You know what I think about your mom. 

S: Yeah but I haven’t seen her for ages.

J: So? She is a pain and you don’t need her. 

S: But you said last week I could see her if I helped you move your stuff into your new room that time. 

J: you should do that anyway if you loved me. And if you loved me you wouldn’t need to go running to see your stupid mom all the time. 

S: ok I’ll be round on Saturday, but I have wrestling practice on Sunday all day. 

J: What? I told you to ditch those geeks, who needs them. You should want to spend all our time with me.  I’m gonna ditch you if you don’t, I need you to fix my car on Sunday. 

S: Can’t we talk about this later?

J: No, you are no fun, I don’t know why we are together. I think I’ll tell everyone what a geek you are. 

S: Look ok, I’ll talk to the team about Sunday, is that ok? 

J: Maybe. 

ROLE PLAY 2

PETE: You’ll be at the game on Saturday right?

TISHA: Pete I can’t. I said I’d help Jenny fix up her room on Saturday. 

P: What? You know I wanted you there at the game.  All the others have their girlfriends there – you are going to make me look stupid. 

T: Pete, I have been to every other game, I just have to help out Jenny this one time ok?

P: (talking louder) No, its not ok. I have had it with your selfish attitude. You deserve a good beating.  

T: (backing away) Pete you promised you would never touch me again after last time. 

P: (stepping forward with arm raised) yeah – well maybe I changed my mind. 

T: I’ll call the police if you don’t back off.

P: Yeah, who’ll believe you, you are pathetic, no one cared last time did they?

T: Ok ok, I’ll be there at the game, just back off. 

P: this time, but you watch it.  You know you need me, so you better behave. 

LEGAL PROTECTIONS 

“domestic violence” means: (a) physical harm, bodily injury, assault, infliction of fear of imminent physical harm, between family members; (b) sexual assault of one family or household member by another, or stalking of one family or household member by another family or household member. RCW 26.50.010. 

“family and household members” include “persons 16 years of age or older with whom a person 16 years or older has had a dating relationship” whether or not they “are presently residing together or have resided together in the past.”

Arrest: a police officer must arrest a person (without a warrant) if the officer has probable cause to believe that the person is 16 years or older and within the preceding four hours has assaulted a family or household member. RCW 10.31.100. 

Assault: actual or attempted physical bodily injury whether observable or not. 

ROLE PLAY 3

Tisha: Pete, I have something to tell you. 

Pete: Not now, I’m watching the game on t.v.

T: Its important Pete.

P: (getting annoyed) What?

T: I think I am pregnant. 

P: What, you are kidding.  You said you were on the pill.

T: Well I must have forgotten to take it a few times. 

P: Its your fault. I don’t want anything to do with it. Its your problem not mine. 

T: But I asked you to use a condom and you said no. Anyway, the kid will be ours not mine only - its both our problem. 

P: No way. I don’t want this kid and I’m not having anything to do with it, or you anymore either. And who knows if its mine anyway. 

T: you know its yours. I’ll need help and support. Please Pete, I am sure we can work this out. 

P: I said no way. Now get out and leave me alone.   

FACTS OF THE CASE

Pete is 17 and still in school. Tisha is 16. Pete always planned to leave school early and work with his uncle in his car repair business, Pete wants to be a mechanic. Now he hears he has to pay for his child he has changed his mind and wants to stay in school because he doesn’t want his hard earned money going to the child. He earns about $500 per month working part time for his uncle at the weekends and nights. He would earn $1000 after taxes if he left school and worked there full time.  He lives with his parents, but they have said that the child is his responsibility and they won’t help pay. 

Tisha works at dairy Queen at the weekends, but will have to give it up soon because of the baby. She doesn’t want to leave school, and plans to go to college later. 

CHILD CARE AMOUNTS

	Monthly Net Income After Taxes
	One Child

Age of Child
	Two Children

Age of Child
	Three Children

Age of Child

	
	0-11 Yrs
	12-18 yrs
	0-11 Yrs
	12-18 yrs
	0-11 Yrs
	12-18 yrs

	$1000


	$220
	$272
	$342
	$422
	$429
	$531

	$1500


	$327
	$404
	$508
	$626
	$636
	$786
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