MODEL LESSON PLAN

Ashley Evans

LESSON:  Freedom of Religion

SOURCE:  none; activity does include Problem 40.3 on page 465 of Street Law textbook.

TIME:  50 minutes

GOALS: The students will learn about the 1st Amendment ‘s establishment clause and free exercise clause.  

OBJECTIVES:

A. KNOWLEDGE: after this class students will know:
a. That their religious rights and freedoms in the United States are guaranteed by the First Amendment.
b. How separation of church and state applies in public schools.
c. How to distinguish scenarios that involve either establishment clause or free exercise clause. 
B. SKILLS: after this class students will be able to:
a. Be able to define the following terms: establishment clause and free exercise clause.
b. Articulate what the establishment clause prohibits the government from doing.
c.  Articulate what the free exercise clause prohibits the government from doing.
d. Describe real cases involving the establishment clause and free exercise clause.
C. ATTITUDE: after this class students will feel:
a. Assured that their religious beliefs are safe from government intervention. 

b. Assured that they are also free to exercise no religion.

c. Knowledgeable about separation of church and state. 

CLASSROOM METHOD:

1. HOOK:  

1. Ahead of time ask teacher to be out of classroom for first five minutes of class.  

2. Tell student that since the “Teacher” is out of class today in a meeting, you are taking the opportunity to tell share with them some information that will one day save them.  

3. Write the word “religion” on the board.  Say, “I am going to talk to you about my religion.”  

4. Tell students that if they don’t want to listen they can get out something to read and just ignore me. But they cannot leave the room.

5. Allow time for students to get something to read.

6. Allow class to settle down and become quiet.

7. Then say, “Some of you seem uncomfortable with this discussion.  Why?”  

8. Allow students to answer.  After they have answered tell them, “Your feelings are well-founded.  It is actually illegal for me to talk to you about religion in a nonacademic way.  Anybody know what law or laws I would be breaking?”

9. Announce that today’s lesson is actually about FREEDOM OF RELIGION.  


10. In front of “religion” on the board write “freedom of”

2. Go through power point Lesson Plan.

3. ACTIVITY:

1. Have posted in the classroom signs reading: 

a. Establishment Clause Violated
b. Free Exercise Clause Violated
c. Both Violated 
d. Establishment Clause Not Violated
e. Free Exercise Clause Not Violated
f. Neither Violated
2. Hand out to students the Opinion Pole.  Explain that students must read the scenario and then decide which clause is implicated and whether it has been violated.  Tell students to circle their choices.  Allow approximately 10 minutes.

3. Have students go under the sign that represents their opinion for problem 1. 

4. Ask each group of students why the made that particular choice.  Encourage discussion between student groups. 

5. Repeat steps 3 and 4 for all scenarios.

4. FINAL THOUGHTS:

1. Ask students if they think the United States should have such laws, or if they prefer a different system.

2. Ask students if they have any final questions or thoughts.

3. Summarize again the establishment and free exercise clauses.

4. Thank students for their participation.

EVALUATION:

1. The Opinion Pole serves to evaluate students understanding of the establishment and free exercise clauses.

2. Final Thoughts also serve to reinforce and summarize what was taught, and allows students to reflect and evaluate what they learned.  

OPINION POLE

For the scenarios listed below first decide whether the establishment clause, the free exercise clause, or both are involved.  Then, decide whether the government’s action violated the First Amendment.

1. A state law disqualified members of the clergy from holding certain public offices.

Circle One:      Establishment Clause
          Free Exercise Clause
              Both
Circle One:      Government violated 1st A. 
      Government did not violate 1st A.

2. A high school student who has been deaf since birth asks his school district to pay for a sign language interpreter to accompany him to classes at a local religious school.  A federal law requires school districts to provide for the education of all children with disabilities.  The school district (which had provided him with an interpreter while he attended the public school) refuses to pay.

Circle One:      Establishment Clause
          Free Exercise Clause
              Both
Circle One:      Government violated 1st A. 
      Government did not violate 1st A.

3. A state law authorizes a one-minute period of silence in all public schools “for meditation or voluntary prayer.”

Circle One:      Establishment Clause
          Free Exercise Clause
              Both
Circle One:      Government violated 1st A. 
      Government did not violate 1st A.

4. A state law requires that the Ten Commandments be posted in each public school classroom.

Circle One:      Establishment Clause
          Free Exercise Clause
              Both

Circle One:      Government violated 1st A. 
      Government did not violate 1st A.

5. A group of high school students applies to the school principal to form a prayer club.  The group agrees to follow the rules required of student clubs, which meet twice a week at the beginning of the school day during an activity period.  A faculty member volunteers to supervise the group.  However, the principle refuses the group’s request.

Circle One:      Establishment Clause
          Free Exercise Clause
              Both
Circle One:      Government violated 1st A. 
      Government did not violate 1st A.

6. A state requires citizens applying for unemployment benefits to accept appropriate jobs that are available.  A citizen is denied continued unemployment compensation because she refuses to accept a job that requires her to work on the day she celebrates her Sabbath.

Circle One:      Establishment Clause
          Free Exercise Clause
              Both
Circle One:      Government violated 1st A. 
      Government did not violate 1st A.

7. A state passes a law that it says is designed to give parents greater freedom of choice when selecting schools for their children.  Parents may use a government voucher to pay tuition at a private or religiously affiliated schools. 

Circle One:      Establishment Clause
          Free Exercise Clause
              Both
Circle One:      Government violated 1st A. 
      Government did not violate 1st A.

ANSWERS TO OPINION POLE

1. Violation of Exercise Clause.

McDaniel v. Paty (1992).  Supreme Court said that if the purpose of the state law or other governmental action is to single out religion for adverse treatment, or to hinder or discriminate against a particular religion, there is a violation of the free exercise clause.

2. Did not Violate of Establishment Clause.

Zobrest v. Catalina Foothills School District (1993).  Government programs that neutrally provide benefits to a broad class of citizens, not defined by religion, are not subject to an establishment clause challenge just because a religious school may also receive financial benefit.

3. Violation of the Establishment Clause.

Wallace v. Jaffree (1985).  Violation because the legislature’s purpose was found to be to restore prayer in public schools.  Thus the purpose was not secular in nature.

4. Violation of the Establishment Clause.

Stone v. Graham (1980).  The purpose of the law was to encourage student to read, meditate upon, and obey the law of the Commandments.  This was a religious purpose.  If the study had been in a history class, then it would have been secular and okay.

5. Involved the Establishment Clause.  Did not violate the Establishment Clause, but did violate the students right to Free Speech.

Board of Education of Westside v. Mergens. (1990). Since there were existing student groups unrelated to the curriculum, then the Bible study group must also be allowed.  Also the Free Speech of students was violated since they were discriminated against based on content of what they proposed to say.

6. Violated the Free Exercise Clause.

Frazee v. Illinois Dept. of Employment Security (1989).  Since the belief was based on a personal professed religious belief, the state couldn’t hold it against him.

7. Did not violate the Establishment Clause.

Gatton v. Goff (1997).  The nonpublic sectarian schools participated in the scholarship program are benefited only indirectly and purely as a result of the “genuinely independent and private choices of aid recipients.”  So, since the Government isn’t deciding who the money goes to, but the individuals, it is okay.

Ask students whether or not such a voucher program undermines public education or helps it by creating competition.

