MODEL LESSON PLAN 2005
Mamie Guillaume 
LESSON: Family Law – WA Parent-Child Relationship (ARY and CHINS)
SOURCE: SYLAW materials; RCWs; case law; law review articles
TIME: 60 min

I. Goals


A. Students will start to identify their own feelings about the role courts play in family 
matters and the rights of children in relation to their parents/guardians.

B. Students will understand some important areas of Washington Law that affect the Parent-

Child relationship.

C. Students will be knowledgeable about some basic methods for accessing resources 
available to both parents and children who are in family conflict.

II. Objectives

A. Knowledge Objectives: as a result of this lesson students will be able to:

1. Understand the purpose of the Becca Bill and how it affects the Parent-Child Relationship in Washington.
2. Explain what a CHINS petition is and when it would be used/needed.
3. Explain what an ARY petition is and when it would be used/needed.

4. List possible results of having these petitions granted.
B. Skills Objectives: as a result of this lesson students will be able to:

1. Determine which laws affect the Parent-Child Relationship.
2. Assess whether an ARY or CHINS petition would be more appropriate in a given situation.
3. Apply the ARY and CHINS statutes to fact patterns.

4. Propose a court-ordered plan to resolve conflicts between a parent/guardian and a child.
C. Attitude Objectives: as a result of this lessons students will feel:

1. Empowered with knowledge of rules and laws that control Parent-Child Relationships in Washington State.

2. That there are resources available to assist family’s going through difficult situations regarding family members.

3. That sometimes it is necessary for the court to step in and help resolve family conflicts.

III. Classroom Methods


A. Opinion Poll – (5 - 10 minutes)


1. Pass out opinion poll handout.


2. Ask student to take a few minutes to answer on their own.


3. Put opinion poll overhead on projector.



4. Ask students to raise hands when corresponding opinion is called (save time rather 



than moving them around classroom.)



a. Mark total number of hands on overhead.




b. Ask for reasons for their opinion from students who have hand raised (only one or 



two per to save time)


5. Wrap up before moving on to mini-lecture


B.
Mini-Lecture on the Becca Bill – (10-15 minutes)


1. Pass out lecture notes


2. Put lecture notes on overhead (make an overhead of the lecture notes handout)


3. Lecture on Becca Bill Purpose and 2 major components



a. allow questions and clarifications




b. use Socratic lecture style as much as possible



4. Questions before moving on to group activity


C. Becca Bill Applied to Scenarios – (35 minutes)


1. Break class into groups of three 



a. Count off 1 – 10



b. Get students into their groups



2. Pass out worksheets with scenarios and questions



a. explain that the first and last question should be done on their own, all others 




should be done in group




b. tell students they will have about 15 minutes to fill out the worksheet, depending 



how much time is needed.



c. ALL STUDENTS MUST FILL OUT OWN SHEET; WILL BE COLLECTED




d. Be prepared to share answers to group questions as part of discussion/debrief.




e. Should use the lecture hand out as assistance.



3. Start Worksheet (15 - 20 minutes)



a. 1-2 minutes of silence to read first scenario and answer first question on own.




b. Work on group questions for about 10 minutes depending on time needed.



c. Stop with 1 minute left and have silence again to answer last question on own.




d. Teachers walk around and monitor group work, respond to questions, etc.



4. Debrief/Discuss Worksheet as a class. (10 – 15 minutes)



a. Go over answers to group questions and ask for volunteers or call on people.




b. Ask follow up questions:





i. is this appropriate role for court?





ii. should minors have more rights in relation to their parents than they do?





iii. should status offenders be treated like juvenile delinquents? (should have 





talked about this previously in juvenile justice section)




iv. could these laws be used in a bad way by parents or kids?

c. Explain that scenarios came from real “cases”


i. see the attached page

5. Collect worksheets

IV. Evaluation


1. Students participation in:


a. opinion poll 



b. Socratic lecture



c. group work



d. debrief

2. Worksheet on Becca Bill
V. Assignment


1. Reading for Next Class 

2. Depending on what gets done in class give writing assignment 
Family Law Opinion Poll
Circle the answer that most closely corresponds to your opinion, not what you think the law says.

1. Courts should not get involved in family matters.

strongly disagree

 disagree

 undecided

agree

 strongly agree
2. Sometimes it is better for a child to live away from his family’s home.

strongly disagree

 disagree

 undecided

agree

 strongly agree
3. Parents should be able to put restrictions on where their children hang out and who they hang out with.

strongly disagree

 disagree

 undecided

agree

 strongly agree
4. Parents who think that their children are disobeying them and are worried that they might hurt themselves, even though they aren’t doing anything illegal, should be able to go to court and have a judge order the child to follow certain house rules.

strongly disagree

 disagree

 undecided

agree

 strongly agree
5. Although minors are basically entitled to the same constitutional protections as adults, some circumstances should permit the state to limit the rights of minors, even though such restrictions would not be permissible for adults.

strongly disagree

 disagree

 undecided

agree

 strongly agree
6. Parents generally know what is best for their child.

strongly disagree

 disagree

 undecided

agree

 strongly agree
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Parent-Child Relationships in Washington: The Becca Bill

A. Becca Bill in Washington State





1. Purpose




a. In 1995, the Washington legislature enacted statutes known collectively as the 



Becca Bill with the intent to “protect, treat, and stabilize children while empowering 



parents.”



b. Created 





i. availability of parent-initiated court petitions to deal with family issues; 





use of secure Crisis Residential Centers (CRCs); voluntary commitment of minors to 



outpatient treatment facilities for mental health and alcohol/drug programs,





enforcement of contempt provisions providing criminal penalties for violations


B. Selected Provisions of the Becca Bill


1. CHINS (Child in Need of Services)



a. What It Is




i) a petition which is filed in court that requests a child be placed in a residence 



other than the home of his/her parents or legal guardians



b. Intent 





i) give tools to parents, courts, kids, DSHS and law enforcement to keep 





families together and reunite them whenever possible 




ii) provide services to both the child and parent immediately by removing the 




child in need




c. When Needed 





i) usually when there is parent-child conflict which is so severe that the child must 


be placed out of the home because the conflict cannot be solved by providing services 


while the child is at home 




d. Who Can File




i) parents, state, child




e. Proving that Child is In Need of Services






i) Must Show One of Three:






(1) child is considered beyond parental control and his/her behavior is 







endangering the parent or child’s safety and welfare






(2) child has been reported to law enforcement as absent without consent for 





at least 24 hours from his/her home on two or more occasions AND







(a) the child exhibits a serious substance abuse problem







(b) his exhibited behavior creates a serious risk of harm to his own health 






or safety or others in the home






(3) child is actually in need of services including food, shelter, health care, 





clothing, education, or services designed to maintain or reunite the family 






AND she lacks access or has declined to use services AND her parents have 





shown that they have tried but can’t keep the family together or they are 






unwilling to continue to try.




f. Representation by an Attorney




i) a child always has the right to be represented by an attorney who is appointed 



by and paid for by the court





ii) parents always have the right to be represented by a lawyer; if they meet 




certain financial requirements they will have a lawyer appointed by and paid for by 



the court, otherwise they must pay for a lawyer themselves


2. ARY (At-Risk Youth) 




a. What It Is




i) a petition filed in court by a parent that asks the court to intervene in a family 



situation to help the parent to maintain the care, custody, and control of a child





ii) parent asks the court to order the child to do many things including attending 



school regularly, getting counseling or attending anger management courses, 





reporting on a regular basis to an agency (like probation)



b. Intent 





i) allow parents to obtain assistance and the support of the juvenile court in 




ordering their child to remain home and do certain things 





ii) return child to his/her home and provide services to correct the problem that 



caused the child to run away in the first place




c. Who Can File




i) only parents or legal guardians




d. Proving a Youth is At-Risk




i) must be a person under the age of eighteen who:






(1) is absent from home for at least 72 consecutive hours without parental 






consent; OR






(2) is beyond the control of his/her parent so that the child’s behavior 







endangers the health, safety, or welfare of the child or any other person; OR






(3) has a substance abuse problem for which there are no pending criminal 





charges related to the substance abuse



e. Procedure 





After a petition is written and filed with the court the following steps take place:





i) Fact-finding hearing: where facts in the court petition need to be proven by 



“preponderance of the evidence” or that they are more likely than not






(1) idea is for parents to have an advantage so that services begin immediately






(2) few if any ARY petitions are denied





ii) Dispositional Order: if judge finds that it is more likely than not that the facts 



in the petition are correct he will order the minor to follow certain rules








f. Result 





i) Parents can request family reconciliation services including mental health, 




drug or alcohol treatment in addition to education. 





ii) Judge sets Conditions of Supervision






(1) regular school attendance, counseling, participation in outpatient treatment 




(mental and substance abuse), or any other conditions deemed appropriate.




g. Statistics 





i) the number of petitions filed by parents under the Becca Bill increased 600% in 




WA from 1994 to 1997; 80 – 90 % of petitions are At-Risk Youth petitions




h. Failure to Comply with Disposition




i) failure by any party to the petition to comply with court order is contempt of 



court





ii) Contempt by Juvenile: if the court finds that a juvenile has not complied with 



the
rules set down by a judge they may impose detention for up to 7 days, a fine up to 


$100, or both





iii) Contempt by Parent: courts don’t often find that parents have disobeyed 




court order, if they do there is a monetary penalty but never jail time




i. Representation by an Attorney




i) child has a right to a lawyer appointed and paid for by the court





ii) a parent does not have the right to appointed counsel even if they can’t afford 



to hire a lawyer, but they always have the right to be represented by a lawyer if they 



can pay for it

Name: ​​_________________________
Applying the Becca Bill to Hypotheticals

Scenario #1

Jenna was sexually abused by her natural mother. At the age of fifteen months, she was placed in a foster home with a family that eventually adopted her.  When Jenna was five years old, she was sexually abused again, by her older adopted brother.  Her family provided her with counseling to cope with her past, and when she entered middle school she seemed to be doing pretty well.  However, while in middle school Jenna became involved with the “wrong crowd” and began to rebel by using drugs and disobeying authority.  Her parents tried to help her, but she was getting out of control so they sent her to a state-run Crisis Residential Center and then a group home.  After Jenna ran away from the group home for 47 days, she was returned to her parent’s house.  They tried to get her drug counseling and mental health treatment, but she continued to have problems and ran away again on several occasions.  Jenna’s parents are very worried about her and fear for her safety. 

Answer the following question on your own.
If you were Jenna’s friend how do you think you could help her? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________​​​_

Answer the following questions with your group.

You are an attorney. Jenna’s parents come to you and ask for your legal advice. They want to know if there are any legal options to help them control Jenna.

What options do they have under the Becca Bill? What option is the most appropriate? Why?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

At the hearing in front of a judge, what will you need to show to get the parent’s petition granted? Do you think it will be granted? Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If your petition is granted, what is an appropriate plan that you would like the court to enforce on behalf of the parents?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Scenario # 2

Peter first ran away from home when he was 11 and ran away at least three times after that. He usually returned home within 24 hours.  He had been in trouble several times before with his parents for not obeying house rules, including curfew.  He had been caught shoplifting once at Pike Place Market and sometimes failed to attend school.  Although his parents did not have proof that he was using drugs they suspected he was and he had admitted to trying alcohol once when he was 15 with some people on Broadway.  Last September when he was 16, he was hanging out on Capitol Hill with some friends when he got into a car with several “transient youth” and drove down to Olympia.  He continued from there with some older teens to Portland.  Four days later, Peter called his parents from Portland, they contacted the police and had Peter picked up and sent home.  The following week, Peter’s parents filed an At-Risk Youth petition alleging that he had repeatedly run away, failed to attend school, shoplifted, used drugs and alcohol, and did not obey house rules.  Peter’s parents have requested several rules they would like the court to enforce in the disposition including: he stay away from Broadway, Pike Place Market, and the University District; he attend counseling once a week; he follow all house rules including a 9 o’clock curfew; he attend school regularly; and he not have contact with Brad and Jim, two of his friends that his parents believe are a bad influence.

Answer the following questions with your group.
If you were an attorney for Peter’s parents what arguments would you make to the judge to convince him/her to grant their petition and their suggested rules?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you were an attorney for Peter, what arguments would you make to try to convince the judge to deny the petition? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If the judge does grant the petition, should the disposition be the same as what the parents have requested?  What rules seem reasonable or fair? Which seem unreasonable?  Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Answer the following question on your own.

Do you think that court involvement is best way to deal with the issues between Peter and his parents? Why or Why not? Do you have any other suggestions?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
SCENARIO RESULTS

Scenario #1 - Becca Hedman’s Story
These are roughly the real facts of Becca Hedman’s life for whom the Becca Bill is named. Unfortunately 
the real story ended in her death when she was on the streets at 15 engaging in prostitution. She was murdered in Spokane by one of the men who picked her up.  She had runaway from a treatment center where her parents had sent her after many other attempts to help her and keep her at home.  The center failed to tell her parents she had run away until they found out about her death.  After this horrible tragedy the Becca Bill was passed by the WA legislature and it was named in her honor.

Scenario #2 – Roughly based on In re the Interest of M.G., 103 Wn. App. 111
This scenario is based off of the facts in the above case which came out of King County.  The trial court found the juvenile to be an At-Risk Youth and prohibited her, among other things, from entering three city districts without supervision (Capitol Hill, Pike Market, U-District). She appealed the decision arguing that the court order to stay away from these neighborhoods impermissibly restricted her constitutional right to movement. The appellate court found that parents have the right to restrict the movement of their children, but the state has limits on how far it can go in enforcing those restrictions. While freedom of movement is a fundamental right, circumstances may justify a state’s curtailment of those rights in ways that wouldn’t be permissible for adults.  The state may look to the unique characteristics and needs of a minor, and limit freedom of children to make important decisions which may result in serious consequences. The appellate court applied a rational basis review of the trial court order because the juvenile was found to be an ARY and therefore needed more protection, this was sufficient to establish that her right to free movement was not a fundamental right. Restrictions from entering two of the neighborhoods where she had abused alcohol and shoplifted met rational basis, while the restriction on entering the U-District was overturned as it wasn’t supported by sufficient evidence to meet rational basis.
