First Amendment Worksheet – Student’s Attorney
I.
Did the “speech” occur at school or outside of school?

Questions to ask the attorneys:

· Where was the profile created?

· Can school districts impose discipline for anything happening outside of the school that is posted on the Internet?

· Is it important that Justin showed the website to other students at school? Why?

· What is a clear example of speech occurring outside of school? At the school?

II-A.
If the speech occurred at school, did it create a “substantial disruption”?

Questions to ask the attorneys:

· Did the profile disrupt school?  If so, how?

· Why does the school allow students to use computers at school if they are disruptive?

II-B-i.
If the speech occurred outside of school, did the school district have a compelling reason for restricting Justin’s speech?

Questions to ask the attorneys:

· What is the specific reason that the school district believes is so important?

· If this reason is important enough to allow the district to abridge Justin’s freedom of speech, what other reasons can there be for restricting students 1st amendment rights?

II-B-ii.
If the speech occurred outside of school and the school district had a compelling reason for restricting Justin’s speech, was it necessary to suspend him and not allow him to walk at graduationg?
Questions to ask the attorneys:

· Were there other, less drastic steps the school could have taken?

· Why would other steps have been enough?
