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GOALS
Studying the lawmaking process helps students:



A.  Understand how laws are made



B.  Think of themselves as citizens with an influence on the law



C.  Understand that the final version of a law represents many voices.

OBJECTIVES


Knowledge – As a result of this class, students will know:

1.  The separation of the federal government into 3 main branches and the roles of each branch.

2.  Four basic values protected by the law.

3.  Definition of lobbying and four different lobbying techniques.


Skills – As a result of this class, students will be better able to:



1.  Read and understand a proposed law.



2.  Critically evaluate a proposed law.



3.  Take steps to contact their legislators and make their opinions heard.


Attitude – As a result of this class, students will feel that:



1. Laws can have positive and negative effects.



2. Citizens have a voice in what laws are passed

CLASSROOM METHODS


A.  Discussion of the Separation of Powers doctrine w/ Hershey’s Kisses

1.  Discussion Format:  Ask questions below and reward all students who get a correct answer with a Hershey’s Kiss.  This format is designed to encourage participation in discussion and create interest in a topic that some students might find boring or repetitive (covered before in other government/history classes).

2.  Questions:

a.  Ask students whether if they know what “separation of powers” means in our government.




b.  Ask students how many branches are in the federal government.




c.  Ask students the names of the branches and functions.

d.  Refer students to chart on page 30 of the Streetlaw textbook showing the division of the federal government.  Refer students to the Constitution on pages 549-553.

e. Ask students the difference between the Federal and State government.  Give tangible examples such as state capital located in Olympia/ federal capital in Washington D.C., state executive branch headed by Governor Locke/ federal exec. branch headed by President Bush, etc. 


B.  Brief Lecture on Law, Values, and Lobbying

1.  Tell students that laws protect some basic values that we all recognize.  Write four values on the board.  Discuss them, give examples, and ask students to give their own examples.




a.  Moral – fundamental values of right and wrong, 

(eg. crime to lie on your tax return—reflects moral value that it is wrong to lie and cheat)




b.  Social – values that are important to us as a society

(eg. all drivers must stop at stop signs – reflects social value in maintaining an orderly and safe driving system that protects pedestrians and other drivers)




c.  Political – relationship between government and people

(eg. all citizens can vote at 18 – reflects political value that citizens select members of the government, and only mature citizens are allowed to vote.)

d.  Economic – accumulation, preservation, use and distribution of wealth

(eg. special government programs that lend money to minority-owned businesses at low interest rates – reflects economic value that low interest rates encourage business growth which stimulates the economy)



2.  Discuss Lobbying

a.  Ask students if they know what lobbying means.

=> Lobbying is a way to influence the lawmaking process by convincing lawmakers to vote in the way you want them to.

b.  Explain history of lobbying

=> from 17th C when interested persons would corner legislators in the outer waiting room of the legislature, the lobby

c. Explain that anyone can be a lobbyist and it is a basic right protected by the Constitution.

d. Discuss special interest groups and organizations that lobby on behalf of specific causes.


=> NRA v. Handgun Control, Inc.

e. Discuss lobbying techniques

=> call/write elected official, make political contributions, ads, letter-writing campaigns, testify at public hearings, etc.  


C.  HB 2363 Public Hearing Role Play



1.  Hand out copies of proposed HB 2363 (see attached handout).



2.  Read and dissect HB 2363 as a class.




a.  Identify the PURPOSE of the law.




b.  Identify the VALUES behind the law.




c.  Identify computer games that would be affected by the law




(eg.  Grand Theft Auto – see attached handout)



3.  Divide the students into roles:

a.  HOUSE COMMITTEE:  Five students will role-play being Representatives on the House Committee.  While the interest groups are meeting, these 5 students will discuss the bill and come up with a list of questions to ask the spokespeople who testify.

b.  INTEREST GROUPS:  The rest of the class should be divided  into small groups of 5-6 students, representing different interest groups.  In each interest group, the students will discuss their position on HB 2363 and come up with the three strongest reasons why they support or are against the bill.  Each interest group will elect one spokesperson to testify on behalf of their group.  The interest groups are:

1. Nintendo and Sony Executives:  manufacture the video games and computer systems that play the games at issue in HB 2363

2.  Grand Theft Auto Gameplayers: high school club that meets every Friday night to play Grand Theft Auto III, a computer game that could not be rented or sold to minors under HB 2363

3.  Parents for Peace (“P4P”):  parent group that supports non-violent video games



4.  Students meet and discuss in small groups.



5.  Conduct a public hearing

a.  Public Hearing:  have each interest group spokesperson testify in favor/against the bill and present their reasons for their position, have each Rep. ask a spokesperson a question

b.  Layout of the Classroom:  move the desks and chairs so that there are two rows of desks facing each other, one for the Rep. and one for the spokespeople testifying

EVALUATION


A.  Debrief the Role-play



1.  Ask students




a.  How they felt about playing their role




b. What values they represented




c.  What they would have done differently




d.  What reasons they found most persuasive




e.  Whether this is an effective lawmaking process




f.  What other interest groups should have been present




g.  What they learned about this experience


B.  Take a Class Vote on the Bill

ASSIGNMENT FOR NEXT CLASS


A.  Write a Letter to your District Representative

1.  Give students names of District Rep. Santos and Tokuda (see attached handout)



2.  Discuss techniques to make the letter persuasive




a.  Begin by telling the Rep. why you are writing.




b.  Identify the bill by its name and number.

c.  Write in your own words – tell the Rep. who you are and how the issue will affect you and your friends.

d.  Give 3 reasons why you are in favor, or against the bill.  If you are against the bill suggest one change you would make to the bill.

e.  Ask the Rep. for a response.

f.  Put your return address on the letter and sign it.

(**SPECIAL NOTE – Through my teaching partner’s connections as a former legislative aide we were able to have Rep. Santos come in and speak to our class following this exercise.  The students loved meeting her.  She was an inspiring speaker and former graduate of Franklin High School.  I highly recommend contacting your local representatives and inviting them to come and speak.) 

