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Street Law

Model Lesson Plan

LESSON: CrimLaw Concepts & Juvenile Justice
TIME: 60 minutes

SOURCE:  Certain elements adapted from Esther Park — Spring 2000 Model Lesson Plan

SUPPLIES: RCW 13.40.010; Gault Handouts
I. GOALS:

A. Discuss purposes behind criminal justice system

B. Expose students to differences between adult and juvenile criminal justice systems

II. OBJECTIVES:

A. Knowledge Objectives – As a result of this class, students will be better able to:

1. Name 3 major purposes of punishment
2. Know that there is a separate body of law dealing with juvenile offenses
3. Recognize the importance of In re Gault to juvenile rights and juvenile court proceedings

4. Understand how U.S. Supreme Court jurisprudence develops

B. Skills Objectives – As a result of this class, students will be better able to:

1. Read and understand a statute
2. Discuss concepts of fairness with peers
C. Attitude Objectives – As a result of this class, students will be better able to feel:

1. The criminal justice system has multiple goals.
2. The goals of the juvenile justice system are different from those of the adult justice system.
3. There are fundamental rights that apply to juveniles equally to as to adults.
III. CLASSROOM METHODS:
A. Brainstorm session 
1. Ask students why we have a criminal justice system. What are the goals of the system? What are the things it is supposed to accomplish?

2. Focus student ideas toward the four major purposes of criminal law (refer to p. 165 of Street Law Textbook)
(a) Punishment
(1) “Eye for an eye”
(2) Society takes revenge instead of the individual
(b) Prevention
(1) Discourage offender from committing offenses in the future
(2) Discourage others from committing offenses
(c) Incapacitation

(1) Separate offender from society
(2) Protect community from offender

(d) Rehabilitation

(1) Help offenders change behavior and lead productive lives
(2) Examples: educational, vocational and counseling programs (especially evident in juvenile systems)
3. Differences between adult and juvenile justice systems

(a) Background

(1) Hasn’t always been this way — juveniles used to be treated like small adults. Kids would go to adult jails. There was no separate juvenile system.
(2) Washington’s Juvenile Justice Act at Chapter 13.40 RCW

(i) Pass out and read RCW 13.40.010

(ii) Name some of the purposes

(iii) These purposes are often in conflict – particularly with juveniles

(b) Terminology (PUT ATTACHED TERMINOLOGY LIST ON OVERHEAD)

	Adult system
	Juvenile system

	Defendant
	Respondent

	Trial
	Adjudication

	Sentencing
	Disposition

	Crime
	Offense

	Criminal
	Juvenile Offender


B. In re Gault exercise

1. Pass out Handout 1 — The case of Gerry Gault

2. Review vocabulary terms:

(a) hearings, charges, testifies, record, testimony, delinquent

3. Divide class into groups of three. Each group appoints a recorder to make a chart. The chart should have two columns with the headings “Fair” and “Unfair.” Ask each group to discuss and identify the fair and unfair things that happened to Gerry Gault. 
Example:

Fair

(1) A juvenile court judge heard his case.

(2) Mrs. Cook complained.

(3) Gerry was not held in adult jail.

Unfair

(1) The police didn’t call his parent first.

(2) Mrs. Cook did not show up in court.

(3) The punishment was too harsh.

4. Have groups take turns giving ideas about what was fair/unfair. List all responses on board. Discuss why student thought these events were fair or unfair. Mark entries in unfair column that students think are the most unfair and should be changed.

5. Point out that Gerry’s parents also thought their son’s case was handled unfairly and that he had been denied his due process rights so they appealed the case. Discuss the terms appeal and due process. Explain that due process means that legal proceedings must be carried out according to established rules and principles in order to be fair. 

6. Explain that Gault’s case made its way to the U.S. Supreme Court. Anytime the Court hears a case, it is asked to answer a question or questions. In Gault’s case, the Court had to consider this question: “Did the court proceeding in Gerry Gault’s case violate his Fifth Amendment Due Process rights?”

7. Pass out Handout 2 — U.S. Supreme Court decision in In re Gault
8. Review the rights now accorded juveniles based on Gerry’s case, In re Gault. Make sure students understand what each right means.
9. To check student understanding, ask the following questions: What events led up to the case In re Gault? Why did the case go to the U.S. Supreme Court? What did the Supreme Court decide and why? How did the Supreme Court decision affect juveniles in future juvenile court proceedings?

II. Evaluation
A. Watch students in peer groups.
B. Student participation in class discussion.

C. Student answers to Gault questions.
Terminology in the Criminal Justice Systems

	Adult system
	Juvenile system

	Defendant
	Respondent

	Trial
	Adjudication

	Sentencing
	Disposition

	Crime
	Offense

	Criminal
	Juvenile Offender


· WEST'S’REVISED CODE OF WASHINGTON ANNOTATED  
TITLE 13. JUVENILE COURTS AND JUVENILE OFFENDERS 
CHAPTER 13.40. JUVENILE JUSTICE ACT OF 1977
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13.40.010. Short title--—tent--—rpose
(1) This chapter shall be known and cited as the Juvenile Justice Act of 1977.
(2) It is the intent of the legislature that a system capable of having primary responsibility for, being accountable for, and responding to the needs of youthful offenders and their victims, as defined by this chapter, be established.  It is the further intent of the legislature that youth, in turn, be held accountable for their offenses and that communities, families, and the juvenile courts carry out their functions consistent with this intent.  To effectuate these policies, the legislature declares the following to be equally important purposes of this chapter:
(a) Protect the citizenry from criminal behavior;
(b) Provide for determining whether accused juveniles have committed offenses as defined by this chapter;
(c) Make the juvenile offender accountable for his or her criminal behavior;
(d) Provide for punishment commensurate with the age, crime, and criminal history of the juvenile offender;
(e) Provide due process for juveniles alleged to have committed an offense;
(f) Provide necessary treatment, supervision, and custody for juvenile offenders;
(g) Provide for the handling of juvenile offenders by communities whenever consistent with public safety;
(h) Provide for restitution to victims of crime;
(i) Develop effective standards and goals for the operation, funding, and evaluation of all components of the juvenile justice system and related services at the state and local levels;
(j) Provide for a clear policy to determine what types of offenders shall receive punishment, treatment, or both, and to determine the jurisdictional limitations of the courts, institutions, and community services;
(k) Provide opportunities for victim participation in juvenile justice process, including court hearings on juvenile offender matters, and ensure that Article I, section 35 of the Washington state Constitution, the victim bill of rights, is fully observed;  and
(l) Encourage the parents, guardian, or custodian of the juvenile to actively participate in the juvenile justice process.
Current through Chapter 2 of the 2007 Regular Session
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The Case of Gerry Gault
Gerry Gault, age 15, is accused of making an obscene phone call to a neighbor. The police pick up Gerry and take him to the juvenile detention center. His parents are at work. The police do not call to tell them what is happening with their son. His parents are told later that a hearing will be held the next day. They are not told what charges are filed against Gerry.

The neighbor, Mrs. Cook, complained about the phone call but does not show up for court. Instead, a police officer testifies about what Mrs. Cook said. Gerry blames the call on a friend. He says he did not make the obscene remarks. There are no lawyers present and no record is made of the court testimony.

Juvenile court does not allow juries, so instead a judge hears the case. The judge finds that Gerry is delinquent and orders him to be sent to a state reform school. He will stay there until he is 21 years old unless a court decides he can leave earlier. An adult found guilty of the same crime could be sent to county jail for no longer than 60 days.

United States Supreme Court Decision in In re Gault
The U.S. Supreme Court decided that Gerry Gault did not receive due process of law. The Court said that the Fifth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution guarantees that no one, including juveniles, can be deprived of life, liberty, or property without due process of law.
This decision ensures that juveniles are given due process in juvenile court, and it lists the rights that juveniles must have when they are in juvenile court. In this case, the Supreme Court ruled that juveniles have the following rights when accused of offenses for which they can be incarcerated:

I. Right to notice of charges — Juveniles and their families must be told exactly what they are accused of before their hearing in order to prepare their case.

II. Right to counsel — Juveniles must be told they have a right to a lawyer. If a juvenile does not have enough money to pay the lawyer, the court must appoint one.

III. Right to confront and cross-examine witnesses — Juveniles are entitled to hear the testimony of any witnesses and their accusers.

IV. Privilege against self-incrimination and the right to remain silent — Juveniles must be told they have a right to refuse to answer a question or give testimony against themselves. They also must be told they have a right to remain silent and that anything they say may be used against them.

Note: In a few states (not including Washington), juveniles have the right to a jury trial. The Supreme Court did not grant this right because the justices thought confidentiality in juvenile court was more important.

United States Constitution, 5th Amendment
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.
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