NAME:  

Jon Hommer 

LESSON: 

INTRODUCTION TO LAW

SOURCE:

Original Activity (goals and objectives derived in part from Tricia Birdsell’s model lesson on street law website)

TIME:

50 Minutes 

I. GOALS:  

A. Introduce the class to the street law textbook and legal vocabulary

B. Improve teamwork and cooperation skills.

C. Get students excited about Street Law.

II. OBJECTIVES

A. Knowledge Objectives-As a result of this class, students will be better able to:

1. Explain legal terms of art.

2. Navigate the textbook.

3. Learn new facts about the legal system.

B. Skills Objectives:  As a result of this class, students will be better able to:
1. Work with their classmates to come up with solutions to questions.
2. Demonstrate their knowledge of the legal system.
C. Attitude Objectives

1. Students will be excited about the class and excited to learn more about the law.

III.   MATERIALS
6-10 clear plastic sheet protectors with a piece of plain white paper inside
6-10 dry erase markers

Street law text books 

IV. METHOD
1. Explain the rules of the game

a. I’m going to put you in groups of 4-5

b. I’m going to pass out one dry erase marker and one “white board” to each group.

c. I’m going to ask you questions (or put previously written questions on the overhead)

d. The first group to hold up the correct answer gets the point

e. The answer needs to be completely correct (this is at your discretion -  ie: in a complete sentence; no abbreviations)

i. You’ll need to keep watching to see which group puts the answer up second, third, and fourth, because, frequently, the kids go too quickly and get some part of the answer wrong

f. After five questions, a different group member needs to be the scribe

g. For some questions, I may ask the scribe to explain how he/she got the answer. 

i. Only do this after you’ve gone over how to get the answer before. (You don’t want the kids to get frustrated with each other.)
ii. For example: as they get more advanced, you might ask them to explain the difference between reasonable suspicion and probable cause. At first, anyone on the team to get it correct needs to be able to explain it to the rest of the class. Eventually, you’ll want the person who wrote it to have to explain the answer
h. You can deduct points from any team that is being obnoxious (complaining, talking during another team’s explanations, etc.)
i. More difficult questions are worth more points.

2. You can make the prize anything you want – extra credit, a homework pass, or candy
3. You keep track of the points with a chart on the board

4. Be sure to give them paper towels to clear their dry-erase board

5. The game can be played for any length of time and the questions are great for review. Anything that you could ask on a test makes a good question for this game.

V.   EVALUATION

A. Student performance during the trivia game.

VI. ASSIGNMENT
A. Find a newspaper article that discusses a legal case. Write three paragraphs about the article. In the first paragraph, explain the facts of the case. In the second paragraph discuss how the judge decided the case. In  the third paragraph, discuss whether you think the judge made the right decision or the wrong decision and why you feel that way. Attach a copy of the article to your homework assignment. (15 points).
Sample questions

Q: What is the difference between a felony and a misdemeanor?

A: The length of the potential prison term. (Felony = more than one year in prison; misdemeanor = one year or less in prison)

Q: The Constitution separates power among three branches of government. What are the three branches?

A: Executive; legislative; judiciary

Q: What is the primary responsibility of the legislative branch?

A: passing (or writing) laws

Q: What is the primary responsibility of the executive branch?

A: enforcing laws

Q: What is the primary responsibility of the judicial branch?

A: interpreting laws

Q: Judicial review allows the judiciary to prevent the other two branches of government from becoming too powerful. How?

A: By enabling the court to cancel any law that conflicts with the Constitution.

Q: What is federalism?

A: The division of power between states and the federal government.

Q: What are strict liability crimes?

A: crimes that do not require a guilty state of mind.

Q: What crimes carry the death penalty in Washington state?

A: Aggravated first-degree premeditated murder. (page 586)

Q: When can the police conduct a search without a warrant (8 situations)

A: Incident to lawful arrest; stop & frisk; consent; plain view; hot pursuit; vehicle searches; emergencies; borders & airports

Q: What is the difference between assault and battery?

A: Battery requires contact. (page 218)

Q: What is the difference between libel and slander?

A: oral defamation is slander; written defamation is libel (page 221)

Q: What are the elements of negligence?

A: duty; breach of duty; causation; damages

