Levi Larson
Model Lesson Plan

References: Street Law Handbook pp. 14-17; www.constitutioncenter.org
Introduction to the Constitution (Enumerated Powers)

I. Goals: Studying the Constitution helps students understand:

a. Where the power for our government comes from.
b. Why the federal government was needed.

c. Why the federal government has limited powers.

d. What federalism is.

e. The difficulty in allocating power in the federal government to states with different populations.
II. Objectives:

a. Knowledge Objectives: As a result of this class, students will be better able to:

i. Explain that the people themselves (not the President, not the legislature, not the courts) are the rulers of the United States government.

ii. Explain that the federal government was needed to regulate commerce between the States and respond to internal and external threats to the country.

iii. Explain that that the individual states were reluctant to give up power to a federal government so they gave only limited powers to the government, with authority to pass laws only in the areas specifically listed in Article I of the Constitution.
iv. Identify the clause (necessary and proper), which gives the federal government implied power to pass any law "necessary and proper" for the execution of its express powers.
v. Explain that in the United States sovereignty is constitutionally divided between the federal government and states and that this division of power is known as federalism. 
b. Skills Objectives: As a result of this class, students will be better able to:

i. Read the black letter of the Constitution.

ii. Navigate the different articles of the Constitution.

iii. Advocate for why an action is authorized by the Constitution.

iv. Advocate for a position based off stated interests.

c. Attitude Objectives: As a result of this class, students will be better able to feel:

i. That they as part of the “people” are an important check on government power.
ii. That they are more informed of the principle of limited government and that it is also an important check on government power.

III. Classroom Methods:
a. Review class objectives written on board.

i. Except for addressing the 10th amendment, we will not be covering the Bill of Rights 

ii. Will not spend a lot of time on separation of powers
b. Hand out pocket constitutions

i. Can get from Westlaw, Lexis, Federalist Society or ACS

c. Ask for volunteer read preamble, why does it say “We the people”?

i. Brief Discussion to flush out that Americans saw themselves as a new society based on new principles of government. “Governments are instituted among men,” Thomas Jefferson wrote in the Declaration of Independence, “deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.” That concept – that the people, not their rulers, are sovereign – was revolutionary then and remains revolutionary today.
1. Still Relevant today: NK, Turkmenistan (government proclamation dubbed president Niyazov “God's messenger.” Doctors swore an oath not to Hippocrates but to Niyazov.)

d. Ask different student volunteer to read the first section from Article 1 Section 1 “All legislative powers…”; Article 2 Section 1 “The executive power…”; Article 3 Section 3 “The judicial power…”
i. First three articles establish different branches of government, we will mostly be focusing on Article 1 today.

e. Ask for volunteer to read the third paragraph of Article 1 Section 2. Discussion on what that means (Representatives based off of state population, excluding Indians and counting other persons (slaves) as 3/5); Ask for volunteer to read Article 1 Section two. Discussion of what that means (more straight forward, two Senators from each State)
f. Have students turn to Article 1, Section 8. 

i. Brief discussion to flush out that in the United States sovereignty is constitutionally divided between the federal government and states and that this division of power is known as federalism. 

ii. Brief discussion to flush out that individual states were reluctant to give up power to a federal government so they gave only limited powers to the government, with authority to pass laws only in the areas specifically listed in Article I of the Constitution.

iii. List the enumerated powers on the board

1. Try to give the “gist” of what each means: there are not that many of them and the students will especially like the one on pirates; spend a little more time on the commerce clause and necessary and proper clause.
g. Hand out activity assignments and split class up into states (can adjust delegates (i.e., students) for states as needed)
i. Have each State separate into corners and review their interests, have students elect two Senators, rest are Representatives.
ii. One teacher takes Senate in the back of the class
iii. One teacher takes House in the front of the class
iv. Discussion with each chamber about what their goals are:

1. Pass federal legislation on environment.

a. Why do you need a federal gov’t to do this, why couldn’t just the state pass a law on this?

i. Discuss need for fed gov’t, relate back to why U.S. need fed gov’t (Factions plague many states. e.g., Maryland and Virginia squabble over fishing rights.)

2. Discussion about whether constitution gives federal government authority to pass that kind of law.

a. Necessary and proper clause + commerce clause

v. Get proposal of two laws on environment (one favors small states, one favors large state); Take votes

1. Law favoring small states wins in the Senate

2. Law favoring large state wins in the House

h. Bring class together for wrap up, discuss frustration of small states in House and large states in Senate

i. Talk about the Great Compromise (Connecticut Compromise) reconciling the Virginia Plan (representation in government based on state population) and New Jersey (equal representation for each state regardless of population)­ Connecticut Compromise advocates proportional representation in the House of Representatives and equal representation in the Senate.

ii. If time talk about slavery dilemma. Delegates who hate slavery don’t want to see the convention fail. So they compromise. Fugitive slaves will be returned. The slave trade remains legal for 20 years. And, as in the Articles of Confederation, each slave will count as three-fifths of a person.
IV. Evaluation:

a. Student performance in activity, class discussion and answers to handout.

V. Assignment:

a. Handout asking students to: (1) name 4 powers Congress is given in the Constitution and (2) circle whether the federal government is allowed to pass a law under its limited Constitutional Power.
State:  East Dakota

Population:  800,000

Delegates (Students):  3

Major Industry:  Farming

East Dakota is a very sparsely populated farming and ranching state.  East Dakota is responsible for 80% of the food production of the entire country, and food is their primary export.  

East Dakota uses a great deal of water to irrigate its farms.  Most of the water comes from rivers which originate in East Dakota, but flow through other states, who also rely on the water.  Other states, particularly Washifornia, have expressed concern that chemicals used in fertilizing crops and animal waste from the ranching are polluting the water downstream.  
You are either an East Dakota Senator or Congressman/Congresswoman sent to the federal government to debate and vote on the following environmental law proposed by Washifornia:

The United States of East Dakota, Mackinaw, Nevadaho and Washifornia hereby pass Federal Environmental Regulations that will reduce the amount of chemicals used in farming and mining by 50% and reduce the amount of greenhouse gases emitted from smoke stacks by 50%.

Make sure East Dakota, the smallest state, isn’t pushed around by those city folk just because they have large populations!
State:  Mackinaw

Population:  10,000,000

Delegates:  7

Major Industry:  Manufacturing

Mackinaw is a medium sized state, primarily engaged in manufacturing. Most people in the state work for large companies.  80% of the consumer goods used in the entire country are made in Mackinaw.

Mackinaw factories use a lot of energy, and their smoke stacks spew large amounts of greenhouse gasses into the atmosphere.  The winds always blow this smoke out to sea, though.  The people of Mackinaw firmly believe that “global warming” is just hype meant to scare voters, and that even if it is real, there’s nothing that can be done about it.  They are concerned about potential federal rules that would hurt their businesses for no good reason.  They estimate that proposed rules would put 10% of their workers on the streets in 5 years.

You are either a Mackinaw Senator or Congressman/Congresswoman sent to the federal government to debate and vote on the following environmental law proposed by Washifornia:

The United States of East Dakota, Mackinaw, Nevadaho and Washifornia hereby pass Federal Environmental Regulations that will reduce the amount of chemicals used in farming and mining by 50% and reduce the amount of greenhouse gases emitted from smoke stacks by 50%.
State:  Nevadaho

Population:  3,500,000

Delegates:  4

Major Industry:  Logging and Mining

Nevadaho is a large state with a relatively small population.  The northern half of the state has large forests, which produce most of the wood used in the country.  The southern half has huge mineral deposits – silver, iron, coal, oil, and uranium – and these are mined aggressively.  Nevadaho sits between Washifornia and East Dakota.

Nevadaho is under attack by Washifornia because of the chemicals used in their mining operations seeping into the water supply.  Nevadaho claims their impact is limited, and blames the fertilizers used in East Dakota farms for any environmental harm.  Nevadaho is also worried that global warming legislation will cripple their oil and coal industries.

You are either a Nevadaho Senator or Congressman/Congresswoman sent to the federal government to debate and vote on the following environmental law proposed by Washifornia:

The United States of East Dakota, Mackinaw, Nevadaho and Washifornia hereby pass Federal Environmental Regulations that will reduce the amount of chemicals used in farming and mining by 50% and reduce the amount of greenhouse gases emitted from smoke stacks by 50%.

State:  Washifornia

Population:  24,000,000

Delegates:  12

Major Industry:  High Tech

Washifornia is a large coastal state.  The vast majority of the people live in the two large cities, Los York and San Delphia.  Most people there work in high-tech industries, writing software, building computers, and medical research.  Many years ago it was an important farming state, but now all the farms have been either turned into housing developments or wineries to support the desires of the urban population.  These cities use tremendous amounts of water, which is obtained mostly from rivers that flow through other states.

Washifornians care deeply about the environment.  They are very concerned about pollution from other states hurting their air and water supplies.  They also believe that global warming will flood their cities in 30 years, and that strong national regulations are needed to save the world.  

You are either a Washifornia Senator or Congressman/Congresswoman sent to the federal government to debate and vote on the following environmental law proposed by Washifornia:

The United States of East Dakota, Mackinaw, Nevadaho and Washifornia hereby pass Federal Environmental Regulations that will reduce the amount of chemicals used in farming and mining by 50% and reduce the amount of greenhouse gases emitted from smoke stacks by 50%.

Ensure that your state, which has by far the largest population, isn’t pushed around by all of those little states.  After all, those people choose to live in flyover country!

Street Law





Name:_______________________

Assignment #1 – Constitutional Law

Due 
Question 1 (10 points)

Name 4 of the powers Congress is given in the Constitution (hint – Article I, Sec 8):


1.

2.

3.

4.

Question 2 (20 points)

Which of the following laws do you think the Federal Government is allowed to pass under its limited Constitutional power?  Circle an answer, and then in one or two sentences, explain it.  (Note:  You will be graded on effort, not on if the answer is “correct.”  Lawyers and judges still argue about some of these today!)


Example.  Can the federal government pass a law            Yes        No    
authorizing the printing of a $30 bill?    

The Constitution gives Congress the power to “coin money,” and that includes paper money.

a)  A federal law creating a national minimum wage?                   Yes      No
b)  A federal law making it a crime to carry a legal, licensed        Yes      No
      handgun in any school?

c)  A federal law making the drinking age 21?

         Yes      No
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