NAME: Jessica Schultz-Leyk

LESSON: Voting
SOURCES: Street Law Student Book (pp.  22-24)
Washington Secretary of State election page: http://www.secstate.wa.gov/elections/register.aspx
“Schoolhouse Rock” DVD, Disney Special 30th Anniversary Edition, “Sufferin’ Till Sufferage” video
TIME AND DAY TAUGHT: One teaching day, 50 minute class.
I. GOALS: Studying voting helps students:
a. Understand the history of voting in the United States
b. Realize that voting is an important right that everyone should exercise

II. OBJECTIVES:

a. Knowledge Objectives – As a result of this class, students will be better able to:

i. Know a brief history of voting in America

ii. State reasons why people do not vote

iii. Understand reasons why it is important to vote

b. Skills Objectives – As a result of this class, students will be better able to:

i. Register and vote for themselves when they are 18

ii. Encourage others to vote

c. Attitude Objectives – Students will be better able to feel:

i. Appreciation that they are permitted to vote

ii. Confidence that their votes are important

III. CLASSROOM METHODS:

a. Brainstorm answers for the following prompts:
i. What are the reasons why people do not vote?
1. Not enough time
2. Too inconvenient to get to polling place
3. Do not think their vote counts
4. They do not like any of the candidates
5. Do not know enough or care about the issues
ii. What are some reasons why people do vote?
1. To affect change

2. To have a voice

3. To exercise their right to vote

4. To set a good example to others

5. To be a good citizen

b. Lay out timeline on the chalkboard with years from 1776 to present and ask students to use their textbooks (pp. 22-24) to discover when each of the following groups was given the right to vote.  As students contribute, put answers up on the timeline so everyone can visualize the chronology.

i. White male landowners (only ones allowed to vote until 1870)
ii. African Americans (1870)
iii. Women (1920)
iv. Native Americans (1924)
v. People 18-20 years old (1972)
c. Brainstorm categories of people who still are not allowed to vote
i. Felons, people under 18 years old, non-citizens
d. Would you change anything about voter qualifications if you could?

i. Do you think there should be other requirements?  A fee?  Literacy or comprehension tests?  Do you see any problems with having these requirements?
ii. Do you think that people should be required to vote?  Why or why not?

iii. How do you feel about the current voting age?  Too high, too low, just right?

e. Is anyone in the class eligible to vote?  Are they registered to vote?  If they are not yet eligible, do they plan on registering when they become eligible?  Does everyone know how to register?

i. What do you need to do in order to be allowed to vote?

1. To register in WA, you must be:

a. A legal citizen of the United States

b. A legal citizen of Washington State

c. At least 18 years old by election day

d. and you must register to vote at least 30 days before election day

f. Pass out WA voter registration forms to each student and have the class fill them out together.

i. Go over the form as a class – does everyone understand all of the questions (for example, do they all know what an absentee ballot is)?  What are the purposes behind each question?  Why do people have to register before voting?

ii. Have each student turn in their registration forms in two piles: one for students who will be 18 by the next election and are otherwise eligible to register and who want their registration mailed in, and another for everyone else.  Mail in those who are eligible and wish to register.

iii. WA voter registration forms available at: http://www.secstate.wa.gov/elections/register.aspx
iv. Online registration site: https://wei.secstate.wa.gov/onlinevoterregistration/Registration.aspx
g. Show “Schoolhouse Rock” video “Sufferin’ till Sufferage,” (3 min. running time)

IV. EVALUATION:

a. Student performance in class discussion and on homework assignment.
V. ASSIGNMENT:

a. Either:

i. Research and find an election in United States history that was considered to be “close.”  Write a one page paper on this election:  What was the election for?  By how many votes did the victor win?  How would history had been different if the election had gone the other way?  Does learning about this election affect your thoughts on the importance of voting?  OR
ii. If there is an election in the next couple of months, pass out election pamphlets for the next upcoming election.  Ask students to browse through the pamphlet and write a page on their thoughts about it.  Does it include all of the information a voter needs to make an informed decision?  Who seems to have written the pamphlet?  What do you think happens to candidates who do not make it into the pamphlet?  What would you change about the pamphlet if you could?

