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The online survey asked if President Obama should be killed.
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Secret Service Probing Facebook Poll That
Asked Whether Obama Should Be Killed
'Should Obama Be Assassinated?' Poll Pulled from Facebook Site

FONT SIZE: SHARE:

The Secret Service is investigating the origins of a poll that appeared on Facebook
that asked whether President Obama should be killed.

Posted over the weekend, the poll was
removed by Facebook after the Secret
Service received a tip and contacted the
company, which was not aware of the
survey, sources tell ABC News.

"When the Secret Service became aware
of the poll we worked with Facebook to
have it taken down and are conducting
an investigation," said a spokesman for
the Secret Service.

The poll asked: "Should Obama be
killed?" The answer choices: "No,"
"Maybe," "Yes" and "Yes if he cuts my
health care."

The Secret Service will be reaching out to the person who developed and posted the poll to
determine intent.

As the health care debate intensified over the summer, experts tracking hate groups expressed
concern over what they described as violent rhetoric and "a genuine backlash" against the

Print RSS Email Twitter Facebook

More

Like It. Tweet It. Digg It.

Like 282 108 retweet

Watch Video     

ABC News on Facebook

Like 282 people like this. Be the first of your
friends.

'Explosive Elements' Found in SUV Left
in Times Square
948 people shared this.

FDA Investigating Recall of Children's
Medicine
470 people shared this.

BP Fought Safety Measures at
Deepwater
1011 people shared this.

WATCH: Who's
Behind Times Sq.
Bomb Scare?

WATCH: Oil Spill
Wreaking Havoc on
Gulf Coast

WATCH:
Roundtable: Oil
Spill

WATCH: D.C.
Parties at White
House Dinner

WATCH: ABC
Talks to Celebs,
Politicos on Red
Carpet

WATCH: Sarah
Palin's E-Mail
Hacker Found
Guilty

WATCH:
Napolitano to BP
'Leverage
Additional Assets'

Home Video News Politics Blotter Health Entertainment Money Tech Travel Good Morning America20/20This WeekNightlineWorld News

   

Watch
Video →

http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/
http://www.facebook.com/abcnews
http://twitter.com/abc
http://abcnews.go.com/technology/blogs
http://abcnews.go.com/technology/wireless
https://register.go.com/global/abcnews/login?affiliateName=abcnews&appRedirect=modifyAccount
http://topics.abcnews.go.com/
http://www.abc.com/
http://www.espn.com/
http://topics.abcnews.go.com/
http://topics.abcnews.go.com/page/Gulf-Oil-Spill
http://topics.abcnews.go.com/topic/Kentucky-Derby
http://topics.abcnews.go.com/topic/Lindsay-Lohan
http://topics.abcnews.go.com/page/Immigration
http://abcnews.go.com/GMA/laura-bush-claims-book-president-poisoned/story?id=10496545
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/Tax/page?id=10232774
http://blogs.abcnews.com/thenote/
http://blogs.abcnews.com/politicalpunch/
http://abcnews.go.com/pollingunit
http://abcnews.go.com/politics/topline
http://blogs.abcnews.com/george/
http://abcnews.go.com/Blotter/story?id=8324481&page=1
http://abcnews.go.com/PollingUnit/Politics/obama-health-care-abc-news-washington-post-poll/story?id=8536886
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/story?id=8425638
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/secret-service-investigates-facebook-obama-assassination-poll/comments?type=story&id=8696126
http://abcnews.go.com/
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/
http://abcnews.go.com/Blotter/story?id=8324481&page=1
http://abcnews.go.com/print?id=8696126
http://feeds.abcnews.com/abcnews/politicsheadlines
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?pub=abcnews&v=250&source=tbx-250&tt=0&s=twitter&url=http%253A%252F%252Fabcnews.go.com%252FPolitics%252Fsecret-service-investigates-facebook-obama-assassination-poll%252Fstory%253Fid%253D8696126&title=Facebook%20Obama%20Death%20Post%3A%20Secret%20Service%20Investigates%20Assassination%20Poll%20-%20ABC%20News&content=&lng=en
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?pub=abcnews&v=250&source=tbx-250&tt=0&s=facebook&url=http%253A%252F%252Fabcnews.go.com%252FPolitics%252Fsecret-service-investigates-facebook-obama-assassination-poll%252Fstory%253Fid%253D8696126&title=Facebook%20Obama%20Death%20Post%3A%20Secret%20Service%20Investigates%20Assassination%20Poll%20-%20ABC%20News&content=&lng=en
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?pub=abcnews&v=250&source=tbx-250&tt=0&s=digg&url=http%253A%252F%252Fabcnews.go.com%252FPolitics%252Fsecret-service-investigates-facebook-obama-assassination-poll%252Fstory%253Fid%253D8696126&title=Facebook%20Obama%20Death%20Post%3A%20Secret%20Service%20Investigates%20Assassination%20Poll%20-%20ABC%20News&content=&lng=en
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?pub=abcnews&v=250&source=tbx-250&tt=0&s=buzz&url=http%253A%252F%252Fabcnews.go.com%252FPolitics%252Fsecret-service-investigates-facebook-obama-assassination-poll%252Fstory%253Fid%253D8696126&title=Facebook%20Obama%20Death%20Post%3A%20Secret%20Service%20Investigates%20Assassination%20Poll%20-%20ABC%20News&content=&lng=en
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?pub=abcnews&v=250&source=tbx-250&tt=0&s=stumbleupon&url=http%253A%252F%252Fabcnews.go.com%252FPolitics%252Fsecret-service-investigates-facebook-obama-assassination-poll%252Fstory%253Fid%253D8696126&title=Facebook%20Obama%20Death%20Post%3A%20Secret%20Service%20Investigates%20Assassination%20Poll%20-%20ABC%20News&content=&lng=en
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/secret-service-investigates-facebook-obama-assassination-poll/story?id=8696126#
http://tweetmeme.com/story/193598770/
JavaScript:%20popup();
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/secret-service-investigates-facebook-obama-assassination-poll/story?id=8696126#
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/secret-service-investigates-facebook-obama-assassination-poll/story?id=8696126#
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/secret-service-investigates-facebook-obama-assassination-poll/story?id=8696126#
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/secret-service-investigates-facebook-obama-assassination-poll/story?id=8696126#
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/secret-service-investigates-facebook-obama-assassination-poll/story?id=8696126#
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/secret-service-investigates-facebook-obama-assassination-poll/story?id=8696126#
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/secret-service-investigates-facebook-obama-assassination-poll/story?id=8696126#
http://abcnews.go.com/US/nycs-times-square-evacuated-bomb-scare/story?id=10530777
http://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory?id=10528604
http://abcnews.go.com/Blotter/bp-fought-safety-measures-deepwater-oil-rigs/story?id=10521078
http://abcnews.go.com/Travel/immigration-law-cost-arizona-star-game-push-boycott/story?id=10511724
http://abcnews.go.com/US/nycs-times-square-evacuated-bomb-scare/story?id=10530777
http://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory?id=10528604
http://abcnews.go.com/Blotter/bp-fought-safety-measures-deepwater-oil-rigs/story?id=10521078
http://abcnews.go.com/GMA/video/times-square-bomb-scare-10532286
http://abcnews.go.com/GMA/video/oil-spill-wreaking-havoc-gulf-coast-10532440
http://abcnews.go.com/ThisWeek/video/roundtable-oil-spill-10532992
http://abcnews.go.com/GMA/video/dc-parties-white-house-dinner-10532389
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/video/abc-talks-celebs-politicos-red-carpet-10531205
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/video/abc-talks-celebs-politicos-red-carpet-10531205
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/video/sarah-palins-mail-hacker-found-guilty-10523397
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/video/sarah-palins-mail-hacker-found-guilty-10523397
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/video/napolitano-bp-leverage-additional-assets-10523095
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/video/napolitano-bp-leverage-additional-assets-10523095
http://abcnews.go.com/
http://abcnews.go.com/US/video/elderly-weightlifter-10481362?autostart=false
http://abcnews.go.com/news
http://abcnews.go.com/politics
http://abcnews.go.com/blotter
http://abcnews.go.com/health
http://abcnews.go.com/entertainment
http://abcnews.go.com/business
http://abcnews.go.com/technology
http://abcnews.go.com/travel
http://abcnews.go.com/gma
http://abcnews.go.com/2020
http://abcnews.go.com/thisweek
http://abcnews.go.com/nightline
http://abcnews.go.com/wn
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/secret-service-investigates-facebook-obama-assassination-poll/story?id=8696126#
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/secret-service-investigates-facebook-obama-assassination-poll/story?id=8696126#
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/secret-service-investigates-facebook-obama-assassination-poll/story?id=8696126#
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/secret-service-investigates-facebook-obama-assassination-poll/story?id=8696126#
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/secret-service-investigates-facebook-obama-assassination-poll/story?id=8696126#
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/secret-service-investigates-facebook-obama-assassination-poll/story?id=8696126#
http://abcnews.go.com/Video/playerIndex
http://feeds.abcnews.com/abcnews/homepagevideos
http://adserving.cpxinteractive.com/click2,WyAAAJbZCABptzMAAAAAABM8DgAAAAAAAgAAAAYAAAAAAP8AAAABCtcyEAAAAAAA4xkUAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAABMZAQAAAAAAAIAAgAAAAAAEZDjWSgBAAAAAAAAADVjYWNmNzk2LTU2MDktMTFkZi1iNDQ3LTAwMzA0OGQ3NTdlNgBUAAAAAAA=,,http%3A%2F%2F3ps.go.com%2Fdynamicad%3Fsrvc%3Dnws%26adtypes%3Dbanner-remnant%26url%3D%2Fpolitics%2Fsecret-service-investigates-facebook-obama-assassination-poll%2Fstory%3Fid%3D8696126,


5/2/10 9:41 AMFacebook Obama Death Post: Secret Service Investigates Assassination Poll - ABC News

Page 2 of 4http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/secret-service-investigates-facebook-obama-assassination-poll/story?id=8696126

Sponsored Links

TODAY: iPads for $23.
74?
Special Report: Macbooks are
being auctioned for an
incredible 80% off!
www.QuiBids.com

Trade Stocks Online
No Account or Investment
Minimums! No Inactivity Fees!
JustClickLocal.com

  Buy a link here  

Sponsored Links

$350,000 Life Insurance!
Coverage as low as $13.04/mon! Free, no obligation quotes to help you
save.
www.QuoteWhiz.com

AARP 50+ Auto Insurance
Over 50? You Could Save an Average $402 On AARP Auto Ins From The
Hartford.
AARP.TheHartford.com

Mortgage Refinance 3.25%
$200,000 mortgage for $699/month. See Lower Payment NOW - No SSN
Reqd.
Refinance.LoanOffers.com

  Buy a link here  

concern over what they described as violent rhetoric and "a genuine backlash" against the
president.

According to a spokesman for Facebook, the poll was created by
an independent person using an add-on application.

"The third-party application that enabled an individual user to
create the offensive poll was brought to our attention this morning,"
Barry Schnitt, Facebook's spokesman for policy, told The
Associated Press.

He told the AP that the application was taken down.

"We're working with the U.S. Secret Service," Schnitt said.
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Member Comments (145)

The 1st amendment of course is a critical institution that has to be preserved- BUT- there are certain
situations where it DOES NOT apply- a case in point, one cannot yell "Fire" in a theater when there is no
fire- it is a crime; one cannot tell their neighbor, "I'm so mad at you I am going to shoot you tomorrow"-
that is a Felony and called a "Terrorist Threat:" under the law. - So there are certain situations where the
1st Amendment is not applicable and for good reason. A "threat" can be made directly, indirectly and/or by
Association. One walks a fine line when it involves the President of the United States in doing so. It is my
opinion this President is more at risk that many prior. Race is an issue with Racists, some feel he is not a
Citizen and many feel his policies and what he is doing to the Country is a horrible thing. I disagree, but I
am just 1 person and I respect the right's of others to disagree. I draw the line when these "Hate Sites"
promote violence or threats against anyone, especially Our President; i.e. either Directly, Indirectly or by
Direct Association- it is a very serious matter and to me, and crosses the line of free speech. The "Hate
Site" (one of them) that involved a Prayer concerning the Death of other's this week on Facebook and
related President O'Bama to it in the manner it was, was a Direct Threat of Death by Direct Association. Is
this entertainment as many have stated as such? Entertainment is going to a movie, a game, a vacation,
not statements relating to the Death of Our President. It is sick and I believe should be taken very
seriously- I can tell you (ok I will qualify I believe) the Secret Service is not taking this as entertainment as
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View All Comments (145)

seriously- I can tell you (ok I will qualify I believe) the Secret Service is not taking this as entertainment as
well. My opinion as one concerned citizen.
acemusician Apr-25

For those of you mentioning the "kill Bush" movie, do you at all see the hypocrisy in your posts? You are
upset about the fact that there was no outcry against that movie, yet you are not denouncing this heinous
poll. Both are wrong and both disgust me (as both should you). 
shershiply Apr-24

For those on Facebook - many saw the 'joke' this last week asking God - essentially - to kill our president.
As the backlash built up those who 'supported' it began to weakly insist, "it's all just a JOKE..." Really?
Who's laughing now? When do we laugh? When someone pulls the trigger? When someone detonates
the bomb? When someone kills a Black man because he 'looks like' our president? I don't GET the 'funny'
here...
alethinos95 Apr-24
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