Name:				Jikizizwe Gqiba-Knight
Lesson: 		 	File-sharing and on-line piracy
Source:	This is an original lesson plan
Time:	50 minute lesson plan
I.  Goals:  A lesson on file-sharing helps students:
a. Recognize when they are engaged in file-sharing.
b. Understand that file-sharing is a controversial legal issue.
c. Understand their own opinions about file-sharing.
II. Objectives:
a. Knowledge Objectives:  As a result of this class, students will be able to:
i. Define “copyright” and “file-sharing”
ii. Understand that it is illegal to share copyrighted music and other files. 
iii. Understand the range of potential consequences if they share files.
iv. Explain why people share copyrighted files and why it is illegal.
b. Skills Objectives:  As a result of this class, students will be better able to:
i. Articulate, explain, and justify, their opinions.
ii. Identify counter-arguments.
c. Attitude Objectives:  As a result of this class, students will be better able to:
i. Understand that file-sharing is a complex issue because while it is relatively easy to share files over the Internet, the consequences can be severe.
ii. Respectfully discuss controversial topics with others.
iii. Weigh the risks before casually download music over the Internet.
III. Classroom Methods
a. Power point introduction slides 1-7.  (Some slides have notes)
b. Opinion Poll activity
i. Explain the following to the students: they are going to participate in an opinion poll to see what their views on file-sharing are.  Each question of the poll is going to ask student what their opinion is, not what they think the law is.  For each poll question there is no right or wrong answer.  When discussing opinions, remember to be respectful.
ii. Pass out opinion poll sheet (see below).  Give the students about 5 minutes to complete the poll and answer any question they may have as to what exactly the questions are asking.
iii. While the students are completing the poll, put up 5 signs at the front of the room with space between:  (in order) “STRONGLY AGREE”, “AGREE”, “UNDECIDED”, “DISAGREE”, “STRONGLY DISAGREE”
iv. Once the student have finished the handout, go through each question in turn and have the students stand under the sign that indicates their opinion.  Elicit opinions from the students about why they feel the way they do and what distinguishes this point from the others.  Be sure to ask the opinions of each group.  Explain to the students that if something one of them says causes them to shift their opinion, they are free to change which sign they are under.  The following discussion points may be helpful:
1. I think it should be legal to copy a friend’s CDs.
· Does it matter that there is no record like a download?
· Is this any different from just borrowing, but not copying a CD from a friend?
· How difficult is it to copy a CD?
2. I think it should be legal to download copyrighted music over the Internet.
· Is downloading any different from copying a CD, or “ripping” a CD you don’t own?
· How difficult is it to download music?
3. I think it should be legal to upload songs from CDs you own over the Internet.
· Should the law treat uploaders different from downloaders?
· How difficult is it to upload music?
4. I think it should be legal to make back-up copies of movies you own to a computer.
· How difficult is it to copy a DVD?
· Does it matter that movie studios don’t want you to back up DVDs even if you bought them?
· Does it matter that special programs have to be used?
5. I think it should be legal to copy rented DVDs.
· How is this different from DVDs you own?
6. I think people who freely share copyrighted files should go to jail.
· Is this an appropriate punishment?
· Is this any different if someone stole a DVD or CD from a store or if they stole millions of dollars from a record company?
· Is copying copyrighted music or DVDs stealing?
7. I think people who share copyrighted files should have to pay a fine.
· Same as previous question.
v. If there is time, play the 30-second youtube clip on slide 8.  It is good for a laugh and can be used to generate a brief discussion on how copyright holders probably feel about file-sharing
vi. Closing power point on legal consequences if caught sharing copyrighted electronic files, slides 8-19.  (some slides have notes)
IV. Evaluation
a. Participation in the opinion poll discussion.
b. Assignment.
V. Assignment
a. Write a short essay explaining how you think the law should treat file-sharing and why.

File-Sharing Opinion Poll
Circle the answer that most closely corresponds to your opinion.

1. I think it should be legal to copy a friend’s CDs.


strongly disagree	disagree	undecided	agree	strongly agree


2. I think it should be legal to download copyrighted music over the Internet.


strongly disagree	disagree	undecided	agree	strongly agree


3. I think it should be legal to upload songs from CDs you own over the Internet.


strongly disagree	disagree	undecided	agree	strongly agree


4. I think it should be legal to make back-up copies of movies you own to a computer.


strongly disagree	disagree	undecided	agree	strongly agree


5. I think it should be legal to copy rented DVDs.


strongly disagree	disagree	undecided	agree	strongly agree


6. I think people who share copyrighted files should go to jail.


strongly disagree	disagree	undecided	agree	strongly agree


7. I think people who share copyrighted files should have to pay a fine.


strongly disagree	disagree	undecided	agree	strongly agree
