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I.
GOALS:  Studying the death penalty helps students:

A.
Acquire background information about the death penalty in a global context;
B.
Appreciate both sides of the debate about the death penalty;
C.
Articulate opinions supported by reasons.

II.
OBJECTIVES:

A.
Knowledge Objectives - As a result of this class, students will:

1.
Know about the death penalty in other countries and other states;
2.
Know how the death penalty works in Washington State.
B.
Skills Objectives - As a result of this class, students will be better able to:

1.
Articulate reasons for and against the death penalty.
2.
Have respectful disagreements with other students.
C.
Attitude Objectives - Students will be better able to feel:

1.
That the death penalty is a controversial issue.

III.
CLASSROOM METHODS

A. [ 5 min. ] Explain that today we will be covering the Death Penalty, including a discussion toward the end of class.  Tell students that they should be prepared to take a position and use facts to support their opinion.  Make it clear that many people have serious disagreements about this issue and that students should feel free to disagree with one another, but to do so respectfully.  If a student disagrees with something someone else says, she should say that she disagrees and then explain why.
B. [ 15 min. ] Play “Death Penalty Trivia” (Appendix A).  Divide the class into three teams.  Feel free to come up with creative names (e.g. “Team Gallows”; “Team LWOP” (life without parole); “Team 8th Amendment”).  Have each team decide on a spokesperson.  Ask Team 1 the first question.  Give the team 30 seconds to decide on an answer; if they get it wrong, give Team 2 the opportunity to guess.  If Team 2 gets it wrong, give Team 3 the opportunity to guess.  Award the team that gets it right a point.  Explain the rest of the answer, if applicable.  Ask Team 2 the second question, repeating the procedure above.  Continue through the end of the questions.  Declare the team with the most points the winners.
C. [ 5 min. ] De-brief Death Penalty Trivia.  Ask if any of the answers surprised students.  Have students return to their seats.
D. [ 3 min. ] Death Penalty in Washington - Poll.  Take a poll on which of the following crimes students think are subject to the Death Penalty in Washington State (give the answers at the end):
1.
Bob pleads guilty to sexually abusing a three year old child that he is babysitting and then drowning him.  He also pled guilty to killing the mother and her friend when they returned.

· Yes.  This is State v. Sagastegui; Bob Sagastegui was executed in 1998.
2.
Santonio is convicted of walking into a bar, turning to the first person he sees, shooting her, making sure she’s dead, and  then walking away.  No reason was given; this was a random killing.
· No.  While this might be First Degree Murder, no aggravating circumstance is present.

3. Patrick is convicted of raping his 8 year old stepdaughter.
· No.  These are the facts of Kennedy v. Louisiana, where the Supreme Court ruled that it is unconstitutional to apply the death penalty to a non-homicide case.

4. Ben is convicted of killing a Kurt, a rival gang member, as part of his gang’s initiation.
· Yes.  Murders committed to join or advance in a gang are subject to the death penalty. 

E. [ 10 min ] Discussion of the Death Penalty in Washington.  Cover the following facts:
· Only one crime in Washington is punishable by death: “Aggravated Murder in the First Degree”

· Murder in the First Degree (RCW 9A.32.030), which is punishable by life imprisonment, requires proof of one of the following: 
(1) that the defendant intended kill another person (this is called “premeditation”) and then killed that person; or 
(2) the defendant (a) shows “extreme indifference to human life,” (b) engages in conduct creating a “grave risk to human life,” and (c) causes the death of another person; or 
(3) causes the death of a person while committing one of the following crimes: robbery (1st or 2nd degree), rape (1st or 2nd degree), burglary (1st degree), arson (1st or 2nd degree), or kidnapping (1st or 2nd degree).
· Remember that Murder in the First Degree alone is not punishable by death.  In order to be punishable by death, the Prosecution must also show one of the following (RCW 10.95.020):

(1) The Defendant knew or should have known that the victim was a police officer or firefighter performing official duties;
(2)
The Defendant was serving a term of imprisonment (either in jail, escaped, or on release);
(3)
The Defendant was in jail for committing a felony;
(4) The Defendant offered or agreed to receive money for the murder;

(5) The Defendant committed the murder to join or advance in a group (i.e. a gang);
(6)
The murder was part of a drive-by shooting;

(7) The victim was a judge, juror, witness, or attorney and the murder was related to the performance of the victim’s official duties;
(8)
There was more than one victim in a single scheme or act by the Defendant;

(9)
The murder occurred as part of a robbery, rape, kidnapping, or arson.
(10) The Defendant killed a reporter to obstruct his or her investigation;

(11) The Defendant was under a court order not to contact the victim;
(12) The Defendant and victim lived in the same household and the Defendant had committed harassment or assault at least three times during the last five years.

· Since 1976, 4 people have been executed in Washington.  There are currently 8 on death row.
· Washington uses two methods of execution: lethal injection and hanging.

· The average cost of a death penalty trial in Washington is estimated to be between $389,000 and $432,000.

F. [ 15-20 min ] Class Discussion.  Take an opinion poll: Who believes that, at least for some crimes, the state should impose the death penalty?  Who believes the state should never impose the death penalty?  Who isn’t sure?  Ask someone who isn’t sure what more they would want to know in order to make a decision.  Ask somebody who supports the death penalty to state why they support it.  Ask if anyone disagrees; if so, have them explain why they disagree.  Ask somebody who opposes the death why penalty why they oppose it.  Ask if anyone disagrees.  Bring up reasons for and against the death penalty that students haven’t yet raised and ask for opinions.  Do students think the death penalty deters crime?  Does it deter crime more than life without parole would?
IV.
EVALUATION

A.
Ability of students to participate meaningfully in discussion.
B.
Written responses (assignment, below)
V.
ASSIGNMENT

A.
Draft a letter to your state representative about the death penalty.  Take a position and give reasons to support your position.  You may take any position you like, including that the death penalty should be ended, that more crimes should be punishable by death, or that fewer crimes should be punishable by death.  A draft letter is due one week from today.
Death Penalty Trivia
1. Of the 192 countries in the United Nations, approximately how many (within 5) executed at least one person in 2007?

Answer: 24 (so correct answers are 19 – 29).
· Note that at least 40 sentenced at least one person to death in 2007.

2. Name two of the five countries that carried out the most executions in 2007.
Answer: China (470), Iran (317), Saudi Arabia (143), Pakistan (135), United States (42)

3. Identify two justifications commonly cited for the death penalty.

Answer: Deterrence, retribution (“an eye for an eye”), other good answers
4. True or False: A man was stoned to death in Iran for adultery in 2007
Answer: True

5. True or False: A man was beheaded for the “practice of sorcery” in Saudi Arabia in 2007.

Answer: True

6. True or False: It is unconstitutional to execute persons with mental illnesses

Answer: False.  In 2003, the Supreme Court ruled in Atkins v. Virginia that execution of the mentally retarded is “cruel and unusual punishment” in violation of the 8th Amendment.  This does not apply to other forms of mental illness, however.
7. Identify two common criticisms of the death penalty.
Answer: Mistaken convictions; immoral to take another’s life; discriminatory application; more expensive
8. What was the method of the first execution after the moratorium on the death penalty ended in 1976?  Hint: the execution occurred in Utah. 
Answer: Firing squad.  Execution by firing squad is currently only legal in Idaho and Oklahoma, though some offenders sentenced to death in Utah before 2004 may still be executed by firing squad.
9. Which state has conducted the most executions?
Answer: Texas, with 405 executions.  The second highest is Virginia, with 98.
Homework Assignment
DUE: [[ insert date here ]]
Draft a letter to your state representative about the death penalty.  Take a position and give reasons to support your position.  You may take any position you like, including that the death penalty should be ended, that more crimes should be punishable by death, or that fewer crimes should be punishable by death.
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	Washington State Law
	Go to apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw.  For the First Degree Murder Statute, click on “Title 9A,” then “9A.32,” then “9A.32.030.”  To see the aggravating factors, click on “Title 10,” then “10.95,” then “10.95.030.”

	Anti-Death Penalty Resources
	Washington Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty: http://www.abolishdeathpenalty.org/

	Washington Department of Corrections Resources
	http://www.doc.wa.gov/offenderinfo/capitalpunishment/


	Washington Attorney General Office Resources
	http://www.atg.wa.gov/DeathPenaltyCases/default.aspx
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