PAGE  
1

Kate Bullock

14 May 2008

Street Law
LESSON:


Introduction to Law: 




Citizen Advocacy through Lobbying and Voting


SOURCE:


Washington Sec. of State (http://www.secstate.wa.gov/elections/); 





http://votesmart.org/ (attached excerpts; Seattle Times (attached 




article); Street Law, 6th Edition, Student Text p. 27-33 (for basic 




information about voting and lobbying)

TIME/DAY TAUGHT:
55 minutes; one teaching class

I. GOALS: Studying about citizen advocacy through lobbying and voting helps students:
1. Understand one method of making laws and influencing lawmakers;
2. Evaluate the importance of informed voting in maintaining a democracy; and
3. Think of themselves as advocates when they make an informed vote or lobby.
II. OBJECTIVES:

1. Knowledge Objectives: As a result of this class, students will be better able to:
a. Describe basic methods of citizen advocacy;
b. Describe qualifications to register to vote and how to register; 
c. Understand methods of lobbying and its influences; and
d. Evaluate the historical and current importance of being a citizen advocate. 
2. Skills Objectives: As a result of this class, students will be better able to:
a. Better understand local and national election-related news; 
b. Take steps to become a registered voter (when qualified); and
c. Know how to use resources to make an informed vote or influence 




lawmakers through lobbying.

3. Attitude Objectives: Students will be better able to feel:
a. That the Constitution and the law is protecting their interests; and
b. That Voting are Lobbying are ways for a citizen to express their opinions 




and impact their government and local community. 

III. INTRODUCTION (5 minutes): 
1. Introduce yourself. 
2. Explain the goals of Street Law classes: 
a. to help students understand basic legal topics (i.e. lawmaking, the court 




system, the roles of lawyers, criminal, civil, and consumer law) and 
b. to give students a basic understanding of their own legal rights as they 




relate to these topics.
3. Learn about the students. Pass out index cards for students to write: (1) name, (2) 



year in school (if applicable), (3) email address, (4) career interests, (5) interesting 



trivia fact, (6) what students want to learn in this class, and (7) any questions for 



the teachers.
IV. CLASSROOM METHODS (50 minutes):
1. Introduction to Citizen Advocacy (7 minutes)
a. Ask students to respond to this quote (written on the board): "The only 




title in our democracy superior to that of President is the title of citizen.” 




Justice Louis Brandeis, 1937. 

· What does it mean? Possible responses include:

· Democracy is government by the people;
· Our founding fathers struggled to give qualified citizens the right 


to vote; and

· Citizens are responsible for making laws through voting and 


citizen advocacy.

b. Ask students to imagine they are in conversation with its author and reply 




to the quote or pose a follow-up question.

2. Brainstorm Methods of Advocacy: (3 minutes)
a. Examples: Lobbying, voting, jury duty, writing to public officials, etc.

b. Explain that in order to advocate effectively, citizens must first determine 




what level of government is responsible for addressing the problem.

c. Once students have come up with several methods of advocacy, let them 




know that the rest of class will focus on voting and lobbying.
3. Discuss Voting: (10 minutes)
a. Ask students if anyone has voted and what for (student body, etc.).

b. Explain that all students are likely qualified to vote for something and 




brainstorm with the class about all the different groups people can vote as 




part of (i.e. school, church community, city, state, nation).

c. Introduce the Basic Requirements to Vote: 
· U.S. citizen;

· At least 18 years old (on or before election day); 

· Resident of the community/state in which you register; and

· Cannot be a convicted felon.

d. Discuss possible voting circumstances:


· Initiatives: Procedure that enables a specified number of voters to propose 




a law by petition. The proposed law is then submitted to either the 




electorate or the legislature for approval.

· Referendum: Occurs when a legislative act is referred to voters for final 




approval or rejection.

· Direct Voting: Citizens vote directly on proposed laws.

· Recall Elections: Allow voters to remove elected officials from office.

e. Discuss the importance of being an informed voter. Use classroom 




computer and projector (or printed copies) to browse and discuss state 




voting websites for research and tracking bills (i.e. Washington Secretary 




of State, Washington State Legislature Bill Information page 




(http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/)) (see attached) and universal voting 




websites (i.e. www.votesmart.org) to research upcoming elections, 




candidates and the issues. Other useful websites include: 




www.rockthevote.com and www.votelink.com.

4. Discuss Lobbying: (10 minutes)


a. Define: Lobbying is a way to influence the lawmaking process by 




convincing lawmakers to vote as you want them to. A lobbyist is someone 




who tries to convince a lawmaker to vote for or against a particular issue. 




Anyone can be a lobbyist.

b. Today, special interest organizations lobby on behalf of every imaginable 




cause and professional lobbyists are often hired by organizations to 




influence legislators. 

c. Lobbying methods include the use of free speech (through letters or 




public speaking), rights of assembly, association, and freedom of the 




press.

d. Ask students if they can think of any organizations that might hire 




lobbyists and for what reason (i.e. National Rifle Association opposing 




restrictions on gun ownership and control).

e. Discuss some pros and cons of lobbying: 

· Examples: Professional lobbyists may have an advantage over citizens, 




it may enable people to “buy legislation”; it is an important method of 




getting views heard.

5. Citizen Advocacy Activity: Researching the Law and Lobbying (20 minutes)
a. Divide the class into groups of 4-5 students. 
b. Pass out the sobriety checkpoint handout and questions. Give each group 




15 minutes to discuss and answer the questions before reporting back to 




the class. 
· Proposed Law: Sobriety checkpoints. 

· An agency's chief law-enforcement officer would be required to 


obtain a warrant from a Superior Court judge to conduct sobriety 


checkpoints scheduled for specific locations, dates and times.

· The public would be notified in advance of the checkpoints.

· Either all vehicles or a designated sequence—such as every fourth 


vehicle—would be stopped.
· Checkpoints would be set up only in areas with a statistically 


proven high incidence of accidents involving drugs or alcohol.
c. Critical Thinking Questions: 
· What arguments could be presented for and against the proposed law?

· What groups, organizations, or businesses are likely to lobby for or against 




the proposed law? What lobbying techniques could they use to influence 




legislators?

· If your community held a voter referendum on the proposed law, what 




would you predict as the outcome?

d. After all the groups have presented the main points of their discussion, 




pass out the Seattle Times article discussing sobriety checkpoints which 




includes some statements of local/national interest groups.

V. EVALUATION
1. Review qualifications to register to vote.

2. Participation in class discussion and lobbying class activity.

VI. ASSIGNMENT
1. Pass out voter registration forms and have students fill in the form and prepare to 



send (even if they are not yet eligible to vote). 

2. Ask students to write one paragraph describing something/someone they had the 



opportunity to vote for in the past, whether it was in their community, school, 



church, etc.

Name ________________________________

CITIZEN ADVOCACY ACTIVITY

Researching the Law: Sobriety Checkpoints
Main Elements of Proposed Law:
1. An agency’s chief law-enforcement officer would be required to obtain a warrant from a Superior Court judge to conduct sobriety checkpoints scheduled for specific locations, dates and times. 

2. The public would be notified in advance of the checkpoints.

3. Either all vehicles or a designated sequence — such as every fourth vehicle — would be stopped.
4. Checkpoints would be set up only in areas with a statistically proven high incidence of accidents involving drugs or alcohol.
Critical Thinking Questions: 

1. What arguments could be presented for and against the proposed law?

2. What groups, organizations, or businesses are likely to lobby for or against the proposed law? 


3. What lobbying techniques could they use to influence legislators?

4. If your community held a voter referendum on the proposed law, what  would you predict as the outcome?






5. Do you think this law should be passed?
