JB Im 

Model Lesson Plan

LESSON PLAN: FAMILY LAW – CHILD ABUSE

TIME: (50 minutes) 

I.  GOALS: 

A.  Students will understand that children have certain protective rights provided by law. 

B.  Students will be exposed to the difficulties of determining whether child was abused or neglected. 

II.  OBJECTIVES: 

A.  Knowledge Objectives - After this class, students will be better able to:


1.  Identify the types of child abuse and neglect


2.  Understand Washington law governing child abuse


3.  Understand the reporting procedures and what happens after the report

B.  Skill Objectives - After this class, students will be better able to: 

1.  Analyze varying hypothetical situations and determine whether an abuse occurred. 

2.  Recognize their duty to report child abuse or neglect under reporting laws.

C.  Attitude Objectives - After this class, students will be better able to feel:

1.  They can help in preventing child abuse and neglect in knowing how to recognize signs of abuse and reporting them to proper channels.

2.  Laws provide protection to children in abusive types of relationships but it remains up to the people around the children to look out for their well-being and report any suspected child abuse cases. 

III.  CLASSROOM METHODS: 

A. Write class objectives on the board: 

1.  Understand what constitutes child abuse

2.  Understand when and how to report child abuse

3.  Understand what happens after the report has been made



B.  Introduction to Child Abuse

1.  Inform the class the sensitive nature of the topic and the seriousness of the problems of child abuse.

2.  Ask the class if they are aware of any child abuse cases that have been covered recently in the news.

a.  If there are no volunteers, ask the class if they have heard of the Mary Kay Letourneau case.  Ask if this is child abuse or something else?

3.  Cover the types of child abuse (Use PowerPoint Slides) (Before showing the slide, ask the class if they can provide some examples of child abuse.)

a.  Physical abuse – any injury to a child that is not accidental (broken bones, bruises, cuts and other injuries) or any action which could have seriously harmed the child but luckily did not (striking a child with a weapon, discharging a gun in the presence of a child, or other similar actions).

b.  Emotional abuse – includes making a child feel that he/she is not loved or that he/she is bad or has no value (demeaning or belittling a child, not allowing a child to have friends, name calling, and other similar behaviors).  

c.  Neglect – includes not providing a safe home, food, clothing, or medical/dental care, as well as leaving a young child alone or with someone who is not able to care for him/her, driving while intoxicated with an unrestrained child in the car, etc.  Failure to supervise older children can also be considered neglect.

d.  Sexual abuse – includes using a child for sex acts, taking pornographic pictures of a child, or other types of sexual activity with a child.

C.  Cover child abuse law in Washington (Use PowerPoint Slides) (Also hand out Relevant Washington Laws, Appendix B, to the class at this time)

1.  RCW 26.44.020 provides the definitions concerning child abuse and neglect.  

a.  "Abuse or neglect" means the injury, sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, negligent treatment, or maltreatment of a child by any person under circumstances which indicate that the child's health, welfare, and safety is harmed, excluding conduct permitted under RCW 9A.16.100. An abused child is a child who has been subjected to child abuse or neglect as defined in this section. 
b.  "Sexual exploitation" includes: (a) Allowing, permitting, or encouraging a child to engage in prostitution by any person; or (b) allowing, permitting, encouraging, or engaging in the obscene or pornographic photographing, filming, or depicting of a child by any person. 
c.  "Negligent treatment or maltreatment" means an act or omission that evidences a serious disregard of consequences of such magnitude as to constitute a clear and present danger to the child's health, welfare, and safety. The fact that siblings share a bedroom is not, in and of itself, negligent treatment or maltreatment. 

2.  RCW 9A.16.100 provides actions that are unreasonable as well as actions that are reasonable (Use PowerPoint Slides)
a.  Reasonable Actions:

It is the policy of this state to protect children from assault and abuse and to encourage parents, teachers, and their authorized agents to use methods of correction and restraint of children that are not dangerous to the children. However, the physical discipline of a child is not unlawful when it is reasonable and moderate and is inflicted by a parent, teacher, or guardian for purposes of restraining or correcting the child.  Any use of force on a child by any other person is unlawful unless it is reasonable and moderate and is authorized in advance by the child's parent or guardian for purposes of restraining or correcting the child. 

(1) Students might question whether teachers can restrain 

or correct the child with the use of force.  Most local laws or school policies prohibit teachers from taking such actions.  

b.  Unreasonable Actions. 

The following actions are presumed unreasonable when used to correct or restrain a child: (1) Throwing, kicking, burning, or cutting a child; (2) striking a child with a closed fist; (3) shaking a child under age three; (4) interfering with a child's breathing; (5) threatening a child with a deadly weapon; or (6) doing any other act that is likely to cause and which does cause bodily harm greater than transient pain or minor temporary marks. The age, size, and condition of the child and the location of the injury shall be considered when determining whether the bodily harm is reasonable or moderate. This list is illustrative of unreasonable actions and is not intended to be exclusive. 
  




D.  Provide hypothetical scenarios in Appendix A.

1.  Give students about 7 minutes to read over the scenarios and based on relevant Washington laws provided in Appendix B, decide whether or not to prosecute.

2.  Divide the classroom into three zones and place the following signs:

- Child Abuse, Not sure, Not a child abuse.

3.  Have the students line up in their respective zones beginning with the first scenario

4.  Tell the students that at any time, they can move to different zones.  For instance, you can be unsure at first and can move to one of the other zones after hearing a convincing argument

5.  Ask students on the side finding for child abuse why they thought the act was a child abuse.  Ask the students on the other sides.

6.  After discussing each hypothetical, provide feedback about whether the act would be considered child abuse or neglect.

7.  After the hypothetical, have the students take their seats

E.  Provide statistics concerning number of cases (Use PowerPoint Slides)


a.  Number of child abuse cases nationally

b.  Last year, 1 in 25 children in WA was referred to Child 

Protective Services (CPS) for suspected child abuse and neglect

c.  Every year, over 75,000 reports of suspected child abuse have been received by CPS

c.  Out of those reports, over 58,000 victims identified by CPS

d.  Trends indicate that neglect is on the rise, whereas the other types of abuse seem to be declining.

F.  Reporting Procedures (Use PowerPoint Slides) 

1.  Phone numbers of respective organizations – CPS, police, etc…

3.  Inform the class that under WA law, certain people have a duty to report child abuse cases to CPS.  RCW 26.44.030

4.  Inform the class what citizens should do.


a.  When should a citizen report?

- when you suspect (believe in good faith) that a child is being abused

b.  Person who reports can request that his or her name be kept confidential

c.  Malicious or intentional false reporting is a misdemeanor and can be prosecuted under RCW 26.44.060. 

G.  After the report (Use PowerPoint Slides)

1.  Investigation

a. CPS worker will want to talk to child and parent as well as other people who may have important information



b. CPS can interview child without permission of parent




(1) in schools, at day care, home



c.  After the interview, CPS worker will notify parent


2.  Police involvement



a.  Criminal investigation  



b.  Protective custody  




- 72 hours

- afterwards, must transfer to CPS who places child either to relative placement or into licensed foster home


3.  Court hearing



- must be held within 72 hours of time child was placed in custody

H.  Conclusion



1.  Reiterate the types of child abuses

2.  Point out the difficulties of determining whether child abuse has occurred.  Often times there are no clear answers.

3.  Inform the class that reporting child abuse can reduce the possibility of further child abuse to victims by removing the child to different custody and sometimes pursuing criminal prosecution of the abuser.

IV.  EVALUATION

A.  Participation of students in brainstorming exercises

B.  Student’s explanation of their position in the opinion poll

V.  ASSIGNMENT


Bring in a recent newspaper article concerning a child abuse case.  (Downloading articles from the Internet will be permitted.)  Write a 1-page article how the child abuse described in the newspaper article could have been avoided.

Appendix A

Child Abuse Scenarios

1.  Cheryl is the mother of six-year old Kimberly.  The police recently searched their apartment for drugs and found it to be a shooting gallery for heroin.  Numerous syringes and needles were found and Cheryl and others present were arrested.  Kimberly sat on the living room couch during the raid.  There is no definite evidence that Cheryl is now using drugs, although she has a history of drug use and is currently in a drug rehabilitation program.  She claims that her boyfriend comes into her apartment with his friends and they use drugs without her permission.  Cheryl has a full time job as a secretary, and Kimberly is doing well in school.

2.  Steve is a 10-year old adoptee.  He was adopted at 6 months but has had a hard time adjusting, acting out often.  3 years ago things got worse when Steve’s parents adopted another child, Amy, who is 2 years younger than Steve.  John, Steve’s father, is often in the hospital, suffering from cancer.  Julie, Steve’s mom is forced to watch and take care of the kids alone.  Recently, while Steve has been acting out, Julie has begun a new punishment suggested by her aunt.  When Steve misbehaves she now makes him pour uncooked rice on the bathroom floor and makes him kneel on it for a quarter of an hour.  He has been acting out less often.

3.  Dave is a sixteen year old and hates his parents.  In fact, he doesn’t have any love for the world in general.  This is due to his parents making him kneel on rice when he was younger!  Dave’s Dad is an alcoholic.  Dave’s a smart kid and knows it.  Often times when Dave’s Dad gets drunk, Dave will argue and pick an intellectual topic to fight about, knowing his Dad will become very frustrated with the conversation.  Often times, these conversations end with fights between Dave and his Dad.  On more than one occasion Dave has suffered from a black or bloody eye.  While both men throw fists, it’s always impossible for Dave’s Mom to tell who started the physical fight.

4.  Paul is a single father going to law school.  He actually does the reading assigned to him and often studies 8 hours each day after an 8-hour school day.  His 5-year old daughter is in day care.  Recently the day care has been criticized in the press as being physically abusive towards its children, but no formal charges have been filed.  Paul can’t afford any other day care center and refuses to remove his daughter.

Appendix B

Relevant Washington Laws

1.  RCW 26.44.020 provides the definitions concerning child abuse and neglect.  

a.  "Abuse or neglect" means 

the injury, sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, negligent treatment, or maltreatment of a child by any person under circumstances which indicate that the child's health, welfare, and safety is harmed, excluding conduct permitted under RCW 9A.16.100. An abused child is a child who has been subjected to child abuse or neglect as defined in this section. 

b.  "Sexual exploitation" includes: 

(a) Allowing, permitting, or encouraging a child to engage in prostitution by any person; or (b) allowing, permitting, encouraging, or engaging in the obscene or pornographic photographing, filming, or depicting of a child by any person. 

c.  "Negligent treatment or maltreatment" means 

an act or omission that evidences a serious disregard of consequences of such magnitude as to constitute a clear and present danger to the child's health, welfare, and safety. The fact that siblings share a bedroom is not, in and of itself, negligent treatment or maltreatment. 

3.  RCW 9A.16.100 provides actions that are unreasonable as well as actions that are reasonable:

a.  Reasonable Actions:

It is the policy of this state to protect children from assault and abuse and to encourage parents, teachers, and their authorized agents to use methods of correction and restraint of children that are not dangerous to the children. However, the physical discipline of a child is not unlawful when it is reasonable and moderate and is inflicted by a parent, teacher, or guardian for purposes of restraining or correcting the child. Any use of force on a child by any other person is unlawful unless it is reasonable and moderate and is authorized in advance by the child's parent or guardian for purposes of restraining or correcting the child. 
b.  Unreasonable Actions. 

The following actions are presumed unreasonable when used to correct or restrain a child: 

(1) Throwing, kicking, burning, or cutting a child; 

(2) striking a child with a closed fist; 

(3) shaking a child under age three; 

(4) interfering with a child's breathing; 

(5) threatening a child with a deadly weapon; or 

(6) doing any other act that is likely to cause and which does cause bodily harm greater than transient pain or minor temporary marks. 

The age, size, and condition of the child and the location of the injury shall be considered when determining whether the bodily harm is reasonable or moderate. This list is illustrative of unreasonable actions and is not intended to be exclusive. 


