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“ Aboul hnu‘ the Innocence Prq]ut Northu-eu lawyers, shown at a December party given by tho .S‘eaule dd’cnw bar. The pmjecl mpmenled 13 Impmaned pmph-

Many injustices call for many lawyers

40-lawyer Innocence
Project Northwest freed
victims of ‘sex-ring’ probe.

THE STOMES BUGAN surfacing in 1994
A child-sex ring hed been operaling In
Wenatchee, In eastern Washington state.

A police detecdve began arresting

rents, foster parents, parishioners and

4n the pastor of o lncal church for indi-
vidual and group rapes and the molesta-
don of 60 children. Before It was over, 27
peaple had haen convicted.

But In 1998 thé Udo began to turn,
The Seatile Post-inteliegencer publishod
a serlos of stories pointing to misconduet
by tha pelice, judges, dofonse atlorneys
and stato child services workers. The pa-
per called the Wenatcheo evenis “a puz-
zia of doubtful ethics, qucslhnnhln legal
tactics and dublous facts.”

That year, u group of 40 lawyers and
more than 25 law students gathered un-
der the umbrelln organization of the In-
noconce Projoct Northwest to examine
tho cases. Univarsity of Washington law
Professor Jacqueline McMurtris and lo-
cal Seattle criminal practitioner Fred
Leatherman hed co-founded the project
tho yoar before, which Is an affillate of
the Innocence Project at New York’s Bon-
jamin N. Cardozn Schoal of Law.

At that polot, 44 peoplo had boon ar-
resiod. 27 of whom wore convicted: anly
thase ropresented by privale attorneys
had been freed. Filleen peaple were im-
prisaned without representation. The
project took on ail but two of them, and
hod Uts rst victory in the case of Henry
Cunningham. whose conviction was
overturned after he was sentenced o 47
years In prison [NLL. Aug. 23, 1999),

This yoar, all of the lawyers and law
students involved concluded thelr cases.
Of their 13 clients, 10 were freed and the
others were rolensed bofare thelr ap-
poals were concluded. Of the 13, three
saw their felony convictions overturned,

nd ssvon pleaded to lesser charges

cull cause that could have proved highly
_unpopular. Thelr Wenatchee cllents had
beon convieted of child sex offenses and
sentenced—six to more than 20 yrars
apiece, Many appenl doadlines  had
passed or wore about to.

Some daf] ndnnls wm llllu'rnle wore

A By had

pun
(-onn'.ssrd and ptendcd guidty. Thh tnna-
cence Project lawyers found evidence
that they had béen pressured to do so.
The Investigadon nnd arrosts
had been led by a former
Wenatchee palice detec-
tive, Bob Perez, whose
two foster daughters
formed the crux of
the
Bath gisters later ro-
cantod, saying that
he had pressured

& }
accusations. ({24210 BONO AWA

raping and molesting his sons and
daughter, ho'd becn sontenced ta nearly
22 yoars. When a rostralnt pedtion re-
opened the case. the prosecutor dis-
missed the charges, and he was freed

SOLOS SIZANNE L. ort and J M.
Rogoaling wlllh‘?ﬁem- o1t
and Jéanine Glordano, won rovel for
Doris Green. ronvicted na three counts of
child rape and mglestation and sentear-d
10 23 yrars. When her convictians were
thrown out, she was not relred

MICHABL MARTIN, Anna
Robinson and Wiliam
Broberg, bath of Soat-
de's Sldertus Laner-
gon & Martin, with
students
Southern of Allen,
Hansen & Maybrown;

them 1o make the siate- Chiris Carney of the Pub-
ments. by lic defender association in

Project lawyers brought “Proaeet Seattle; and paralegal Renc
“personnl restralnt petitlons,” the Eskenazi of Seattle’s Sidertus Loner-
stata’s equivalant of habeas posi-convic-  gan, represenied Meredith Eugene Town,

tion pnmlnns. and argued that there was
duct. Some also

shomd that the original dofensa attor-
noys provided ineffectivo assistance
They hadn't interviewed witnesses or re-
viowod medical evidenco and appearcd
to0 coerce cllemts Into pleas. One defenso
case ook 41 minutes and was buttressed
by no pre-trinl investigation.

The lawyers and students:

GLENN 8, DIWPER, & solo praciitioner. and
Neal J, Philip of Seatde’s Carnoy Badloy
Smith & Spellman, with student Kimberly
Waldon. represented Heary Cunningham,

a stato rehabilitation counselor first ac-
cused of 900 counts of raping and molest-

ing his four daughters. 1le pleaded guilty
o 23 and was sentenced to 47 years. His
convicilon was overturned in March 1999
by tho swatn Court of Appeals, The prose-

cutor decided against retrial.

T ROBENTHAL, & New York solo,

+hile asserting their in under a
~ so-called Alford ples.

The Innocence Project lawyers, most-
ly Seattle criminal defensn solo practi-
toners, voluntecred thelr Ume In o dif-

with students Alyse lator a
lawyer on the case), Craig Blackmeon and
Miles Graf-Brennen, represented the un-
employed Ralph Gausvik, Cenvicted of

who d pleaded to child rapa and molesta-
tion and had been sentenced (o 20 years.
An Alford plen to an unrointed misde-

tiing no guilt—won his re-

ANN SGTWARTZ and Amy Willlams of Seat-
tn’s MeNaul Ehol Nawrot llnlgren &
Vance; Rita Grillith of Seaitle’s Griffith &
Cole; with student Donna Boalty. repre-
sonted carpenter Lowrenco Calcheway.
He hnd pleadad guilty 1o three eounts of
first-degree child rape and had beon sen-
\enced to 16 yoars. 11e pleaded to a misde-

assault in exchange for release in
June 2000,

JoN zuLAUF of Seattle’'s Zulnuf & Cham-
bliss: Greg Hollon of Sealtle’'s MeNaul
Ebe! Nawrot Helgren & Vanco: nlnug

resented haby-sitter Lavra NHolt, who had
been armstod on 1.528 counts of child
rape. had pleaded 10 elght and had bren
senteneed (o H) vears. She pleaded to o
felony In exchange for release in March

wiLtLiaM maunen of Seattle’s Perkins
Cote. Julie Specior and solo Karen Kioin
thavid Hoffer and Willlam MeGrath of
Perkins Laie also assived early ont rep

resented Ms Holt's hushand Solid Halt

who had pisaded guilly to raping his chil

dren. An Alford plea 0 oo frelopy couns
of child molesintion brought his release
in March.

ERIC N1ELSEN of Scattlo’s Niclsen & Uro-
man, and solo Terrence Kellogg. along
with sludanl Catherine Drmn. repro-

H lo Bendl. a g home
warker. Arresied on 1,860 counts ol rape
and 840 counts of molestatlon af her K-
year-old son. she had pleaded guily 10
six counts of child molesiation nnd had
been sentenced 1o 16 yrars. An Aiford
plea to one felony count brought her re-
leaso in Octobor 1999,

DAVID ALLEN of Seattio’s Allen, ilansen
& Maoybrown: solas Kurt Benneu and
David Marshall: and James E. Lobsenz of
Seattle’s Carney Badley Smith & Spell-
mon, with students Anne Beardsloy and
Andrew Langham. represented Cherle
Town. o mentally mtarded woman who
had heen sentonced to 10 years and 10
months aler pleading gullly o iwn
counts of rape involving her sons. She
antered a plea to a folony in exchange for
reloaso in Decomber 1999

OTHRR LAWVERS, ns well ns same of
those above. worked oulside the Inno-
cence Profoct to holp free people who
had been onsnared.

Robert Van Siclon, of Von Sicien.
Stocks & Firkins in Aubum Wm;h . Fep-

with student Gavin Skok.
Randall Reod, who'd pleaded 10 molests-
tun and had been sentonced to 6 years. 8
months. A ploa to misdemoanor assault
with no alicgation of sexual motivation
brought his release in October 1999.

S0LOS ROBERT GoLDsSMITH and Leanell
Nusshaum and student Magda Bakor, rep-

d thren W
l'or fees and three pro bano hrfnro grt-
ting involved with the project. His cases
resulted In reversals.
Lewa Schattauer, a solo unafTilinted
with the prajoct, won vacaled convietlons
for Michael Raseon. convicted of five
counts of raping aud molesting boys.
—BuzapaTn Amox




