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Comments:
The Municipal Code of the City of Renton is fairly straightforward, and similar to other smaller city codes. There is a chapter dedicated to business licensing requirements that all businesses operating within city limits must follow. Following this section is a series of other sections that deal with specific business activities. These center on "vice" businesses, such as pawnbrokers, gun clubs, and adult entertainment. The two notable exceptions are the Leasehold Excise Tax and the Sales and Use Tax, which apply to all businesses.

General Business Regulations:
Each Business located within the city or within the city’s jurisdiction is required to obtain a business license from the city. The definition of business is extremely broad, encompassing " activities, occupations, trades, pursuits, professions and matters located or engaged in within the City or anywhere else within the City’s jurisdiction with the object of gain, benefit, advantage or profit to the business enterprise or to another person, directly or indirectly." 
Business license fees operate on a sliding scale based on the number of hours worked by employees of the business. Section 5-5-3(c) details the calculation of fees. These fees are calculated quarterly, and there is a minimum fee of $55.00. Businesses can either calculate the fee amount by multiplying each full time employee by $55 or multiplying the number of hours worked by employees by $0.029. The Renton Finance and Information Technology Administrator may set quarterly payment schedules and due dates for business license fees on an exceptional basis, but most businesses pay fees quarterly.
The licenses are renewable yearly, and failure to receive a reminder form from the city does not excuse a business from its obligation to renew within one month of the expiration of its license.

Leasehold Tax:
The city levies a 4% tax "upon the act or privilege of occupying or using publicly owned real or personal property within the City of Renton through a leasehold interest." If business owners rent, lease, or occupy a location, equipment, or any other item, ensure that the business complies with Chapter 9 of the Renton Municipal Code.

Sales and Use Tax
The city levies a 0.5% "sales or use tax, as the case may be, as authorized by RCW 82.14.030(2), upon every taxable event" as defined in RCW 82.14.020. Chapter 10 outlines the program for the collection and recordkeeping requirements every business must follow.

Specific Business Requirements:
The chapter headings listed below the rules for interpreting ordinances contain a list of chapters dedicated to other specific types of business activity that require special licenses. If a client might potentially engage in such activity, please review the definitions in each chapter to verify whether the client may need to obtain a special license.


Title I
ADMINISTRATIVE
CHAPTER 2
ORDINANCES
SECTION:
1-2-1:    Rules For Construction Of Ordinances And Amendments
1-2-2:    Initiative And Referendum
[bookmark: 1-2-1]1-2-1 RULES FOR CONSTRUCTION OF ORDINANCES AND AMENDMENTS:
In the construction of the Compiled, Codified and Revised Ordinances and all ordinances amendatory thereof or supplementary thereto, the following rules shall be observed unless such construction would be inconsistent with the manifest intent of the legislative body or repugnant to the context of the ordinance.
A.    Intent to Defraud: Whenever by any of the provisions of this Code, an intent to defraud is required in order to constitute an offense, it is sufficient if an intent appears to defraud any person, association or body politic or any combination of persons.
B.    Title of Sections and Subsections: The title of any section or subsection of these compiled, codified and revised ordinances shall be deemed to in nowise restrict or qualify or to limit the effect of the provisions set forth and contained in such section or subsection.
C.    Constitutionality, Effect of: Should any section, subsection or portion of these Compiled, Codified and Revised Ordinances or of any ordinance which may be hereafter passed, approved and published as required by law, be declared by any court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or void, such adjudication shall in no way affect the remaining portion of such section, subsection, part or portion of these compiled, codified and revised ordinances or of any such ordinances hereafter passed.
D.    Definitions:
The singular number includes the plural.
Words used in the present include the future.
Words used in the masculine gender comprehend, as well, the feminine and neuter.
The word “shall” is mandatory.
The word “may” is discretionary.
Words prohibiting anything being done, except in accordance with a license or permit or authority from a board or officer, shall be construed as giving such board or officer power to license or permit or authorize such thing to be done.
DAY: Any twenty four (24) hour period from midnight to midnight; and the word MONTH, a calendar month unless otherwise expressed; and the word QUARTER, any three (3) month period, ending with the last day of March, June, September and December; the word YEAR, any one calendar year.
When any time is specified in these ordinances it shall mean standard time, as distinguished from solar time, and the words MIDNIGHT and NOON shall be taken to be midnight and noon standard time.
KNOWINGLY: Imports only a knowledge that the facts exist which brings the act or omission within the provisions herein contained. It does not require any knowledge of the unlawfulness of such act or omission.
LAND, REAL ESTATE and REAL PROPERTY: Includes lands, tenements, hereditaments, water rights, possessory rights and claims.
OATH: Includes “affirmation”, and the word SWEAR includes the word “affirm”. Every mode of oral statement under oath or affirmation is embraced in the term “testify” and every written one in the term “dispose”.
OWNER: As applied to a building or land shall include any part owner, joint owner, tenant in common, joint tenant or lessee of the whole or of a part of such land or building.
PERSON: Includes bodies politic and corporate, partnerships, associations and corporations.
PERSONAL PROPERTY: Includes every description of money, goods, chattels, effects, evidence of rights in action and written instruments by which any pecuniary obligation, right or title of and to property is created, acknowledged, transferred, increased, defeated, discharged or diminished and every right or interest therein.
PROPERTY: Includes both real and personal property.
SIGNATURE: Includes any name, mark or sign written with the intent to authenticate any instrument of writing.
STREET: Includes alleys, lanes, courts, boulevards, public ways, public squares, public places and sidewalks.
TENANT or OCCUPANT: As applied to a building or land, includes any person who occupies the whole or any part of such building or land whether alone or with others.
WILFULLY: When applied to the intent with which an act is done or omitted, implies simply a purpose or willingness to commit the act or make the omission referred to. It does not require any intent to violate law or to injure another to acquire an advantage.
WRITING: Includes printing, writing and typewriting. (1957 Code)
[bookmark: 1-2-2]1-2-2 INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM:
In pursuance of chapter 81, laws of 1973, 1st. Ex. Session (Senate Bill No. 2190) the City of Renton hereby elects to adopt, as a non-charter code city, the powers of initiative and referendum as set forth therein.
Any and all ordinances hereafter passed and adopted by the City shall not go into effect prior to thirty (30) days from the time of final passage and same shall be subject to referendum during the interim except the following ordinances:
A.    Ordinances initiated by petition;
B.    Ordinances necessary for the immediate preservation of public peace, health and safety or for the support of City government and its existing public institutions which contain a statement of urgency and are passed by unanimous vote of the Council;
C.    Ordinances providing for local improvement districts;
D.    Ordinances appropriating money;
E.    Ordinances providing for or approving collective bargaining agreements;
F.    Ordinances providing for the compensation of or working conditions of City employees and agents;
G.    Ordinances authorizing or repealing the levy of taxes; and all such excepted ordinances shall go into effect as provided by the general law or by applicable sections of title 35A RCW as now existing or as hereafter amended.
All powers of initiative and referendum shall be exercised in the manner set forth for the commission form of government in RCW 35.17.240 to 35.17.360 inclusive, as now or hereafter amended, except as otherwise provided in this Section 1-2-2, and except that the number of registered voters required to sign any petition for an initiative or referendum shall be fifteen percent (15%) of the total number of names or persons listed as registered voters within the City on the day of the last preceding City general election. (Ord. 2798, 9-10-73)
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CHAPTER 1
FEE SCHEDULE
SECTION:
5-1-1:    Fee Schedule Adopted (Rep. by Ord. 4723)
5-1-2:    Charges For Instruments, Reports, Codes And Services (Rep. by Ord. 5509)
5-1-3:    Refunding Land Use Fees (Rep. by Ord. 4723)
5-1-4:    Fines For False Alarms (Rep. by Ord. 5509)
5-1-5:    Golf Course Fees (Rep. by Ord. 5509)
5-1-6:    City Center Garage Parking Fees (Rep. by Ord. 5509)
5-1-7:    Aquatic Center Admission Fees (Rep. by Ord. 5509)
5-1-8:    Airport Fuel Flowage Fees
5-1-9:    Fee Schedule Brochure
[bookmark: 5-1-1]5-1-1 FEE SCHEDULE ADOPTED:
(Rep. by Ord. 4723, 5-11-98)
[bookmark: 5-1-2]5-1-2 CHARGES FOR INSTRUMENTS, REPORTS, CODES AND SERVICES:
(Rep. by Ord. 5509, 11-23-09, eff. 1-1-10)
[bookmark: 5-1-3]5-1-3 REFUNDING LAND USE FEES:
(Rep. by Ord. 4723, 5-11-98)
[bookmark: 5-1-4]5-1-4 FINES FOR FALSE ALARMS:
(Rep. by Ord. 5509, 11-23-09, eff. 1-1-10)
[bookmark: 5-1-5]5-1-5 GOLF COURSE FEES:
(Rep. by Ord. 5509, 11-23-09, eff. 1-1-10)
[bookmark: 5-1-6]5-1-6 CITY CENTER GARAGE PARKING FEES:
(Rep. by Ord. 5509, 11-23-09, eff. 1-1-10)
[bookmark: 5-1-7]5-1-7 AQUATIC CENTER ADMISSION FEES:
(Rep. by Ord. 5509, 11-23-09, eff. 1-1-10)
[bookmark: 5-1-8]5-1-8 AIRPORT FUEL FLOWAGE FEES:
A.    Aviation Fuel Flowage Fees: Wholesale fuel distributors of aviation fuel shall pay to the City of Renton a per gallon fuel flowage fee as set forth in the City’s fee schedule brochure for fuel delivered to any location at the Renton Municipal Airport with all of the revenue deposited in the Airport Fund that pays for the operation and maintenance of the Airport.
B.    Reporting: Wholesale fuel distributors of aviation fuel shall, on the last day of each month, provide to the City of Renton a fuel flowage fee report, and a copy of each invoice for aviation fuel distributed at the Renton Municipal Airport, for the subject month.
C.    Violations and Penalties:
1.    Failure to pay the fuel flowage fee or to provide the required fuel flowage fee report and supporting invoices shall be a violation of this section. Any violation of this section shall be a civil infraction.
2.    Any person found to have violated this section by failing to pay the fuel flowage fee shall pay a fine equal to 5% of the fuel flowage fee owed to the City of Renton multiplied by the number of months said fuel flowage fee was unpaid.
3.    Any person found to have violated this section by failing to provide the report or supporting documentation for the fuel flowage fee shall pay a fine of $100.00. For any subsequent offense in a 12-month period, the fine shall be $200.00.
4.    Any person found to have violated this section three times or more in a 12-month period shall be prohibited from delivering aviation fuel to any recipient located on the Renton Municipal Airport for a period of 6 months. (Ord. 5433, 12-8-08; amd. Ord. 5509, 11-23-09, eff. 1-1-10)
[bookmark: 5-1-9]5-1-9 FEE SCHEDULE BROCHURE:
The Fee Schedule brochure, at least one copy of which is filed with the City Clerk, is hereby adopted by reference as amended and approved by the City Council from time to time. (Ord. 5509, 11-23-09, eff. 1-1-10)
CHAPTER 2
BONDS
SECTION:
5-2-1:    Director Of Finance
5-2-2:    Clerk
5-2-3:    Chief Of Police
5-2-4:    Approval Of Bond
5-2-5:    Combining Of Bonds Under Single Bond
[bookmark: 5-2-1]5-2-1 DIRECTOR OF FINANCE:
The Director of Finance of the City of Renton shall, prior to or at the time of taking office, execute a bond in favor of this City in the sum of twenty thousand dollars ($20,000.00) with good and sufficient surety to be approved by the City Council, conditioned for the faithful performance of his respective duties and that he will faithfully account for and pay over, upon proper vouchers executed by the proper officers of the City, and as otherwise required by law, all the monies that may come into his hands and belonging to the City. (Ord. 2695, 1-24-72; amd. Ord. 2845, 4-15-74)
[bookmark: 5-2-2]5-2-2 CLERK:
The Clerk of the City of Renton, before entering upon the duties of such office, shall file with the Mayor a bond approved by the Council, conditioned for the faithful performance of such duties as Clerk and that said Clerk will faithfully account for all monies that may come into her hands as such Clerk, belonging to the City. (Ord. 2091, 5-18-64)
[bookmark: 5-2-3]5-2-3 CHIEF OF POLICE:
The Chief of Police and all members of the police force, before entering upon the duties of their office shall each execute a bond to the City in the sum of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00), conditioned for the faithful performance of their duties as such police officer and that they will account for and pay over to the proper officers, all monies that may come into their hands, belonging to the City. Such bond shall be filed with the Clerk and shall be approved by the Council. (Ord. 2087, 4-13-64)
[bookmark: 5-2-4]5-2-4 APPROVAL OF BOND:
The form of bonds furnished herein shall be approved in writing by the Attorney for the said City. (Ord. 1064, 9-5-39)
[bookmark: 5-2-5]5-2-5 COMBINING OF BONDS UNDER SINGLE BOND:
The bonds required of the Director of Finance, the City Clerk, the Chief of Police or other City officers or officials may be combined under a single bond. The single bond must be in an amount that is equal to the sum of the individual’s bonds which are required of those persons to be covered by the single bond. (Ord. 3797, 3-12-84)
CHAPTER 3
SALARIES
SECTION:
5-3-1:    Salaries Of Elective Officers
5-3-2:    Salaries Of Appointive Officers
[bookmark: 5-3-1]5-3-1 SALARIES OF ELECTIVE OFFICERS:
The elective officials, consisting of the Mayor and members of the City Council, shall receive the salaries fixed and established by City ordinances from time to time and as otherwise provided by law.
All salaries so specified shall be paid in equal semi-monthly installments. (Ord. 2842, 3-25-74; amd. Ord. 2845, 4-15-74)
[bookmark: 5-3-2]5-3-2 SALARIES OF APPOINTIVE OFFICERS:
The appointive officers shall receive such salaries as are fixed and established by City of Renton ordinances and such salaries shall be paid in equal semi-monthly installments unless otherwise determined by the City Council or by State law. For the purpose of this Section the appointive officers are those appointed by the Mayor and whose appointment is subject to confirmation by the City Council. They shall include, among others: Chief Administrative Officer, Finance and Information Technology Administrator, Hearing Examiner, Human Resources and Risk Management Administrator, Public Works Administrator, Community Services Administrator, Community and Economic Development Administrator, City Attorney, Police and Fire Chief as per applicable civil service laws, and the City Clerk. (Ord. 4206, 2-20-89; amd. Ord. 5079, 6-7-2004; Ord. 5450, 3-2-2009; Ord. 5547, 8-9-2010)
CHAPTER 5
BUSINESS LICENSES
SECTION:
5-5-1:    Exercise Of Revenue License Power
5-5-2:    Definitions
5-5-3:    General Business License
5-5-4:    Special Endorsement And Special Occupation Licenses Required (Rep. by Ord. 4638)
5-5-5:    Requirements For Business License Applications Within An Aquifer Protection Area
5-5-6:    Confidentiality Of Information
[bookmark: 5-5-1]5-5-1 EXERCISE OF REVENUE LICENSE POWER:
The provisions of this Chapter shall be deemed an exercise of the power of the City to license for revenue. The provisions of this Chapter prescribing license fees shall be strictly construed in favor of the applicability of the license fee.
[bookmark: 5-5-2]5-5-2 DEFINITIONS:
Words are to be given their usual meaning. When not inconsistent with the context, words in the singular number shall include the plural, and the plural shall include the singular, and words in one gender shall include all other genders. The word “shall” is always mandatory and not merely directory. In construing the provisions of this Title, except when otherwise declared or clearly apparent from the context, the following definitions shall be applied:
BUSINESS: All activities, occupations, trades, pursuits, professions and matters located or engaged in within the City or anywhere else within the City’s jurisdiction with the object of gain, benefit, advantage or profit to the business enterprise or to another person, directly or indirectly.
BUSINESS ENTERPRISE: Each location at which a person engages in business within the City of Renton.
BUSINESS LOCATED OUTSIDE THE CITY: A business enterprise with a permanent location outside the City, but with no permanent location within the City.
CITY: The City of Renton.
EMPLOYEE: Any person employed at any business enterprise who performs any part of his duties within the City, except casual laborers not employed in the usual course of business. A sole proprietor is not an “employee”. All officers, agents, dealers, franchisees, etc., of a corporation or business trust, and all but one partner of a partnership (except limited partners), are “employees” within this definition.
ENGAGING or ENGAGE IN BUSINESS: Commencing, conducting or continuing in any business.
FULL-TIME EMPLOYEE: An employee working more than one thousand six hundred (1,600) hours per annum, including legal holidays and vacation time, during the twelve (12) month period upon which the license fee is computed.
PART-TIME EMPLOYEE: An employee working less than one thousand six hundred (1,600) hours per annum, including legal holidays and vacation time, during the twelve (12) month period upon which the license fee is computed.
PERSON: An individual natural person, a sole proprietor, partnership, corporation or a person acting in a fiduciary capacity.
PROFESSIONAL or SEMI-PROFESSIONAL: Those persons who are primarily engaged in the business of rendering any type of service including, but not limited to, the following: doctor of medicine; other healing art or science; dentist or dental technician; attorney at law; licensed or registered engineer; surveyor; certified or licensed public accountant; bookkeeper; tax or business consulting service; real estate broker or agency; insurance broker, agent or representative and other brokerage businesses; funeral director or mortuary; optometrist; architect or designer; optician; ophthalmologist; pharmacist; operator, manager or any other business enterprise conducting any state or national bank, building and loan association, savings and loan association, and any other financial institution rendering a special or multiple type of professional or semi-professional service to the general public; specialized private training schools in aviation, salesmanship and music when conducted in a separate place of business and having an average of twenty (20) or more students per week; or other specialized training schools teaching or instructing in special skills or trades; or any other similar activity conducted by, supervised or operated by a business enterprise which offers to members of the public the business of rendering any type of service.
QUARTERLY PERIOD: Each three (3) month period of the calendar year: January 1 through March 31, April 1 through June 30, July 1 through September 30 and October 1 through December 31 of each year.
REPORTING PERIOD: The full previous twelve (12) months, starting from the first day of the quarter within which the anniversary date of application for City of Renton business license falls. (Ord. 5166, 11-21-05)
TEMPORARY or PORTABLE SALES: A business enterprise with no permanent location either within or outside of the City, but which engages in business within the City.
[bookmark: 5-5-3]5-5-3 GENERAL BUSINESS LICENSE:
A.    General Business License Required: Every business enterprise, including those with a temporary or portable sales location, shall first obtain, from the Fiscal Services Division, a general business license for the current calendar year or unexpired portion thereof. The license shall be nontransferable.
B.    Issuance of License:
1.    All general business licenses shall be issued by the Finance and Information Technology Administrator. The Finance and Information Technology Administrator shall keep a register thereof. Each license shall be numbered, and shall show the name, place and character of business and such other information as the Finance Administrator shall deem necessary. (Ord. 5547, 8-9-10)
2.    The license shall at all times be posted in the place of business for which it is issued, or in the case of a business enterprise with a temporary or portable sales location, be carried on the person of the holder thereof at all times during business hours or while such business is being carried on, and shall be displayed at the request of any interested person.
3.    When the place of business of a business enterprise is changed, the business enterprise shall return the license to the Finance and Information Technology Administrator and a new license shall be issued for the new place of business free of charge. No business enterprise holding a license shall allow any other business enterprise, for whom a separate license is required, to operate under or to display its license. (Ord. 3773, 12-19-83, eff. 1-1-84; Ord. 5547, 8-9-10)
C.    License Fee: The general business license fee shall be determined by the number of employees in the City of Renton during the reporting period as follows:
1.    New License Application Fees: The new license fee shall be calculated by estimating the number of hours to be worked during the upcoming year and then multiplying that figure by $0.029 per hour. For those businesses relocating to Renton and anticipating an equivalent number of employee hours in the upcoming year, the fee may be based on the prior year’s hours.
2.    There shall be a minimum fee for any annual license of fifty five dollars ($55.00).
3.    Renewal Fees: The annual license renewal fee shall be calculated by multiplying the number of hours worked during the reporting period and then multiplying that figure by $0.029 per hour. This figure will be approximately fifty five dollars ($55.00) per full time equivalent employee per calendar year when based upon one thousand nine hundred twenty (1,920) hours of employment per calendar year. The annual license renewal fee may also be calculated by multiplying the number of full-time equivalent employees reported by fifty five dollars ($55.00).
4.    At any time during the year that it appears that the number of employees has been under-reported, an additional license fee shall be due. Additional license fees are calculated using the method shown in subsection C1 of this section and based on the net difference between estimated fees paid at the time of new license application and the fees for hours actually worked. Such additional license fee shall be paid to the City at the time of annual renewal.
5.    If, at any time, it appears that the number of employees for the year has been under-reported by twenty percent (20%) or more, there shall be a penalty applied to any additional fee owed, equal to twenty percent (20%) per annum of the additional fee, plus any accounting, legal or administrative expense incurred by the City in determining the under-reporting, the amount of the under-reporting or in collecting the tax and any penalty.
6.    Each business license holder may be required, by the Finance and Information Technology Administrator or his/her designee, to file with the City of Renton, copies of its quarterly reports to the State Department of Labor and Industries reporting employee hours worked. The businesses that did not file the report may be required to file an affidavit with the City reporting hours worked or the equivalent number of employees. (Ord. 5547, 8-9-10)
7.    Due Dates: Business license fees are due one month following the last day of the reporting period. (Ord. 5402, 7-21-08)
8.    Reporting Periods: Business license fees are calculated for the reporting period. The Finance and Information Technology Administrator may set quarterly payment schedules and due dates for business license fees on an exceptional basis. (Ord. 5547, 8-9-10)
Reporting periods are as follows:
Reporting Period 1: Anniversary date of the business’s original application for a City business license falls within January 1st through March 31st.
Reporting Period 2: Anniversary date of the business’s original application for a City business license falls within April 1st through June 30th.
Reporting Period 3: Anniversary date of the business’s original application for a City business license falls within July 1st through September 30th.
Reporting Period 4: Anniversary date of the business’s original application for a City business license falls within October 1st through December 31st.
9.    Expiration: Unless otherwise established by the Finance and Information Technology Administrator, a business license shall expire on the last day of the month following its reporting period. (Ord. 5402, 7-21-08; Ord. 5547, 8-9-10)
10.    Location of Business and Employees:
a.    Presumption: For purposes of this section, any business operating within the City limits of the City of Renton shall be deemed to have all of its employees working within the City limits of the City of Renton.
b.    Working Outside City: For any employees whose nominal place of business is within the City limits of the City of Renton, all hours will be presumed to be worked within the City and subject to this fee. Any employee regularly reporting to work within the City limits shall have all of that employee’s time subject to this fee, even if portions of the employee’s time are spent outside the City of Renton (for example, a realtor or outside salesperson). For an employee normally employed within the City of Renton who, for extended periods of time, reports to work outside the City of Renton, for example, a contractor’s employees reporting directly to job sites, then the employer may by affidavit report the number of hours actually worked within the City or the percentage of time within the City based upon one thousand nine hundred twenty (1,920) hours annually and pay the annual license fee based upon those figures.
c.    Short Term Employment Within City: A temporary ninety (90) day license may be purchased for twenty five dollars ($25.00) per FTE. The expiration date of the license shall be ninety (90) days from date of issuance. The temporary business license may only be purchased by businesses with 50 or fewer FTE. The license may be renewed at the same fee of twenty five dollars ($25.00) per FTE for successive ninety (90) day periods. Renewal forms will not be sent to short term business licensees. Renewals must be at the request of licensee. All late fees and penalties apply.
11.    Any payment not made before one month following the due date as defined herein shall be cause for the automatic revocation of the business license. (Ord. 5402, 7-21-08; Ord. 4335, 12-16-91; Ord. 4105, 12-21-87)
D.    Renewal Notice: The Finance and Information Technology Administrator is authorized, but not required, to mail to business enterprises forms for application for licenses, but failure of the business enterprise to receive any such form shall not excuse the business enterprise from making application for and securing the license required and payment of the license fee when and as due hereunder. (Ord. 5547, 8-9-10)
E.    Time Within Which to Claim Overpayment of License Fee: Whenever a business enterprise makes an overpayment, and, within two (2) years after date of such overpayment, makes application for a refund or credit of the overpayment, its claim shall be allowed and be repaid from the general fund or be applied as a credit to annual renewal fees as approved by the Finance and Information Technology Administrator. (Ord. 5547, 8-9-10)
F.    Penalties:
1.    There shall be a penalty of not less than twenty dollars ($20.00) to reinstate any license revoked through nonpayment.
2.    There shall further be a penalty of not less than fifty dollars ($50.00) for failure to obtain a business license, plus payment of all license fee amounts still owing for the last three (3) years, plus a penalty of twenty percent (20%) per annum for all amounts owing, plus any accounting, legal or administrative expenses incurred by the City in determining the nonreporting, or the unpaid portion over the last three (3) years or in collecting the tax and/or the penalty.
3.    Monetary Penalty: Failure to pay the license fee within one day after the day on which it is due and payable pursuant to subsection C7 of this section shall render the business enterprise subject to a penalty of five percent (5%) of the amount of the license fee for the first month of the delinquency and an additional penalty of five percent (5%) for each succeeding month of delinquency, but not exceeding a total penalty of twenty five percent (25%) of the amount of such license fee. (Ord. 5402, 7-21-08)
4.    Collection: Any license fee or tax due and unpaid and delinquent under this Chapter, and all penalties thereon may be collected by civil action, which remedy shall be in addition to any and all other existing remedies and penalties.
5.    Revocation of License: The Finance and Information Technology Administrator may revoke any license issued pursuant to this Chapter to any business enterprise or other person who is in default in any payment of any license fee hereunder, or who shall fail to comply with any of the provisions of this Chapter. Notice of such revocation shall be mailed to the license holder by the Finance and Information Technology Administrator, and on and after the date thereof any such business enterprise who continues to engage in business shall be deemed to be operating without a license and shall be subject to any and all penalties herein provided. (Ord. 3773, 12-19-83, eff. 1-1-84; Ord. 5547, 8-9-10)
6.    Infraction: It shall be illegal for any business enterprise to fail to obtain or maintain a business license and yet conduct business within the City limits of the City. Such failure to obtain or maintain a business license is hereby declared to be a public nuisance, and the business owner shall be guilty of a civil infraction, and subject to the penalties of RMC 1-3-2.
7.    Order to Close Business and Appeal: Any Renton police officer or any designee of the Finance and Information Technology Administrator may serve a notice ordering a business to close and discontinue operation of any business in the City which has failed to obtain or maintain a business license. That notice may be served in person or by certified mail, return receipt requested. The notice shall indicate that the business is ordered to close until it obtains a currently valid business license. The notice shall also state that the business owner or operator shall have the right to appeal the notice to the Finance and Information Technology Administrator or his/her designee by serving a written notice of appeal on the Finance and Information Technology Administrator or his/her designee within ten (10) calendar days of receipt of a served notice of closure, or within thirteen (13) days of mailing of a mailed notice of closure. The written notice of appeal shall state the reasons why the closed business need not obtain a business license or proof that the business has a business license. The Finance and Information Technology Administrator or the Administrator’s designee shall then determine whether or not the business is exempt from the City’s licensing requirement or has a currently valid business license. If the Finance and Information Technology Administrator or the Administrator’s designee cannot make these findings, then there shall be an order entered affirming the order to close the business. Any appeal decision shall be reduced to writing and a copy provided to the appellant either in person or by mail. Any further appeal of the appeal decision shall be by writ of certiorari to the King County Superior Court made within twenty (20) days of the appeal decision. (Ord. 5547, 8-9-10)
8.    Prior to issuing a license all back fees and penalties must be paid. (Ord. 4333, 11-25-91; Ord. 4351, 5-4-92; amd. Ord. 4723, 5-11-98)
G.    General Business License Application; Public Record:
1.    General business license applications made to the Finance and Information Technology Administrator pursuant to this Chapter shall be public information subject to inspection by all persons except to the extent those records may be deemed to be private or would result in unfair competitive disadvantage to the business enterprise if disclosed as more particularly defined in Chapter 42.17 RCW. (Ord. 5547, 8-9-10)
2.    It shall be unlawful and a misdemeanor punishable under RMC 1-3-1 for any business enterprise which is required to maintain a general business license to make any false or fraudulent application or false statement or representation in, or in connection with, any such application.
H.    Rules And Rulings:
1.    The Finance and Information Technology Administrator shall have the power and it shall be his duty from time to time to adopt, publish and enforce rules and regulations not inconsistent with this Chapter or with the law for the purpose of carrying out the provisions hereof, and it shall be unlawful for any business enterprise to violate or fail to comply with any such rules or regulations. (Ord. 5547, 8-9-10)
2.    Any business enterprise aggrieved by the amount of the fee or tax found by the Finance and Information Technology Administrator to be required under the provisions of this Chapter may appeal to the City Council from such finding by filing a written notice of appeal with the Finance and Information Technology Administrator within five (5) days from the time such business enterprise was given notice of such amount and paying an appeal fee of $75.00. The City Council shall, as soon as practicable, fix a time and place for the hearing of such appeal. The Council shall cause a notice of the time and place thereof to be mailed to the appellant. At the hearing the business enterprise shall be entitled to be heard and to introduce evidence in its own behalf. The City Council shall thereupon ascertain the correct amount of the fee or tax. The Finance and Information Technology Administrator shall immediately notify the appellant thereof by mail, which amount must be paid within three (3) days after the notice is given. The Mayor, the President of the Council, or the chairman of any committee thereof before which the appeal is to be heard may, by subpoena, require the attendance of any person and may also require him or her to produce any pertinent books and records. Any person served with such subpoena shall appear at the time and place therein stated and produce the books and records required, if any, and shall testify truthfully under oath administered by the chairman in charge of the hearing on appeal as to any matter required of him pertinent to the appeal, and it shall be unlawful and a misdemeanor punishable under RMC 1-3-1, for him or her to fail or refuse so to do. (Ord. 5547, 8-9-10)
I.    Exemptions: The provisions of this Chapter shall not apply to:
1.    Any business enterprise, firm or corporation which the City is forbidden to tax by law;
2.    Translators, expert witnesses, and court reporters who have a business license in another jurisdiction and who have a business located outside the City when their services are used in an ongoing judicial proceeding; or
3.    Attorneys who have a business license in another jurisdiction and who have a business located outside the City:
a.    When they are representing a client who is doing business with or seeking a permit from the City;
b.    When their services are used by a defendant in Renton Municipal Court or by a party in an administrative hearing;
c.    When their services are used as a judge pro-tempore in Renton Municipal Court; or
d.    When their services involve representation of a client and their presence in the City is limited to participation in a meeting, negotiation, arbitration, deposition or witness interview that is related to an ongoing or anticipated legal matter. (Ord. 5021, 10-20-03; Ord. 5166, 11-21-05)
[bookmark: 5-5-4]5-5-4 SPECIAL ENDORSEMENT AND SPECIAL OCCUPATION LICENSES REQUIRED:
(Rep. by Ord. 4638, 10-14-96)
[bookmark: 5-5-5]5-5-5 REQUIREMENTS FOR BUSINESS LICENSE APPLICATIONS WITHIN AN AQUIFER PROTECTION AREA:
All applications for business licenses within a designated Aquifer Protection Area (Zones 1 and 2) shall include a hazardous materials inventory statement as defined in RMC 4-11-080, Definitions H, if hazardous materials, also defined in RMC 4-11-080, Definitions H, will be stored, handled, treated, used, or produced on site. The Water Utility shall review the hazardous materials inventory statement prior to issuance of the business license. An aquifer protection area operating permit shall be obtained by the applicant prior to issuance of the business license if more than the de minimus amount of hazardous materials as defined in RMC 4-3-050.C.6.a(ii)(1), Activities Exempt From Specified Aquifer Protection Area Requirements, will be present on site. A business that is required to obtain an operating permit and operates without one shall be in violation of RMC 4-3-050.C.1 and 2, Applicability and Permit Required. (Ord. 4367, 9-14-92; amd. Ord. 4740, 9-14-98; Ord. 4851, 8-7-00)
[bookmark: 5-5-6]5-5-6 CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION:
The current provisions of RCW 82.32.330 and subsequent amendments are hereby adopted by reference as if fully set forth herein. (Ord. 4378, 11-16-92)
CHAPTER 6
ADMISSION TAX
SECTION:
5-6-1:    Admission Tax
[bookmark: 5-6-1]5-6-1 ADMISSION TAX:
In addition to the license fees provided elsewhere in this Title, there is hereby levied an admission tax as follows. The term “admission charge” or “general admission charge” shall mean the regular and customary charge for the right or privilege to attend or be admitted to the business location within the City of Renton. (Ord. 3773, 12-19-83, eff. 1-1-84)
A.    Admission Tax on Horse Racing:
1.    Percentage Tax: There is hereby imposed and levied upon every person who pays an admission charge to a horse racing event within the City limits of the City of Renton, a tax equal to five percent (5%) on each such admission charge, including Turf Club memberships effective as of January 1, 1991. (Ord. 4303, 12-17-90)
2.    Filing of Statement and Payment of the Tax: Every business enterprise conducting or engaging in the horse racing business, as above specified, and imposing a charge for admission within the City limits of the City, shall on or before January 1 of each year file with the Finance Director a statement signed and sworn to by the business enterprise indicating the total amount of paid admission charges collected by such business enterprise during the last preceding twelve (12) month period, as well as all taxable admissions made free of charge. A remittance for the amount of any unpaid admission tax levied by this Chapter shall accompany the statement. During the racing season, monthly reports of the admissions, together with the tax levied shall be filed. (Ord. 3773, 12-19-83, eff. 1-1-84)
B.    Admission Tax on Theaters:
1.    Admission Tax on Theaters: There is hereby imposed and levied upon every person who pays an admission charge to a commercial theater regularly exhibiting motion picture films within the City of Renton, a tax of five percent (5%) of each admission charge effective as of January 1, 1991. (Ord. 4303, 12-17-90)
2.    Admission Tax on Other Events: For the operation and conduct of all other events (including, but not limited to, professional sporting events and musical events) there is hereby imposed and levied upon every person who pays such an admission charge a tax equal to five percent (5%) on each such admission charge.
3.    Filing of Statement and Payment of the Tax: Business enterprises subject to collection and payment of admission taxes, except for horse racing business enterprises, shall quarterly, on or before April 30 (1st quarter), July 31 (2nd quarter), October 31 (3rd quarter) and January 31 (4th quarter) of each year, file with the Finance Director a statement signed and sworn to by said business enterprise indicating the total amount of paid admission charges collected by such business enterprise during each quarter of the year. A remittance for the amount of the admission tax levied by this Section shall accompany each statement.
4.    Exemption: The tax imposed by this Section is levied pursuant to RCW 35.21.280 and shall not apply to school activities as specified therein.
C.    Collection of Tax: The admission tax imposed under this Chapter shall be collected at the time the admission charge is paid. Every person receiving an admission charge upon which an admission tax is levied under this Chapter shall collect the amount of the tax imposed upon the person paying an admission charge. Such admission tax shall be deemed to be held in trust by the person required to collect the same until remitted to the Finance Director as hereinafter provided.
D.    Inspection of Records: The Finance Director, either personally or through his authorized agents, shall have the right to inspect and examine the records of every business enterprise subject to the taxes imposed by this Chapter and all such records shall be retained for and be available for such inspection for a period of five (5) years.
E.    Liens for Unpaid Taxes: Any and all taxes and payments due and unpaid under this Chapter shall be a debt to the City of Renton, and shall be a personal obligation of the taxpayer and shall be a lien upon all the properties of the taxpayer. Said lien shall have priority over all other liens and obligations except those to the State of Washington and the United States government. Said lien shall be enforced by the Finance Director as any other lien would be enforced against the defaulting debtor.
F.    Penalties for Nonpayment: A taxpayer who fails to remit the amount of the taxes when due shall, in addition to all other penalties provided by law, pay a penalty of five percent (5%) of the amount of tax due for the first month of delinquency and an additional penalty of five percent (5%) for each succeeding month of delinquency, but not exceeding a total penalty of twenty five percent (25%) of the amount of such taxes due in any event.
G.    Rules and Regulations: The Finance Director shall have power to adopt rules and regulations not inconsistent with the terms of this Chapter for the purpose of carrying out and enforcing the payment of the tax herein levied. A copy of such rules and regulations shall be on file and available for public examination in the office of the Finance Director. Failure or refusal to comply with any rules and regulations promulgated under this Section shall be deemed a violation of this Chapter.
H.    Overpayment of License Tax: Whenever the taxpayer has made an overpayment and within two (2) years after date of such overpayment, upon submission of proof thereof, makes application for refund or credit of the overpayment such refund or credit shall be allowed. Any such refund made shall be drawn from the general fund when so approved by the Finance Director.
I.    Application and Returns – Public Record: Returns made to the Finance Director pursuant to this Chapter shall be public information and subject to inspection by all persons except to the extent those records may be deemed to be private or would result in unfair competitive disadvantage to such a taxpayer if disclosed as more particularly defined in title 42.17 RCW.
J.    Violation and Penalties: Every business enterprise violating or failing to comply with any provision of this Chapter or any lawful rule or regulation adopted by the Finance Director pursuant thereto, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500.00) or by imprisonment in the City jail for a term not to exceed ninety (90) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. (Ord. 3773, 12-19-83, eff. 1-1-84)
CHAPTER 7
ENTERTAINMENT DEVICE TAX
SECTION:
5-7-1:    Entertainment Device Tax
[bookmark: 5-7-1]5-7-1 ENTERTAINMENT DEVICE TAX:
A.    Definitions:
ENTERTAINMENT DEVICE: Any coin-operated machine, structure, apparatus or device of any type, that may be played or operated by one or more persons for entertainment or amusement or as a game of skill; such entertainment device shall include, but not be limited to, a phonograph, nickelodeon or similar mechanical music machine, any type or variation of games known as shuffleboard, pool, foosball, bowling alley (portable), darts, or video game, whether electronically activated or not, or any other similar device or game played for the purpose of entertainment or to test the operator’s skill and precision and played by one or more persons. In the case of a machine containing more than one discreet video game, each separate video game shall be considered to be a separate entertainment device for the purposes of this Chapter. (Ord. 3975, 2-24-86)
Any activity prohibited by RCW 9.46 (chapter 218, Laws of 1973, 43rd Legislature, 1st Ex. Sess.) shall be expressly excluded from the above definition and licensing, including but not limiting it to the definition of amusement game as set forth in section 2 of chapter 218, Laws of 1973, which section is incorporated herein as if fully set forth, except as otherwise expressly permitted by law as to any bona fide charitable or nonprofit organization licensed by the State of Washington.
B.    Entertainment Device License Required: It shall be unlawful for any person, to offer or permit the use by others of any entertainment device within the City without having a valid entertainment device license, for each location at which such devices are operated.
C.    Application for License:
1.    Application for such license shall be made to the Finance Director, or such person as may be designated by the Finance Director in such form and containing such information as the Finance Director may require and on forms to be furnished by the City unto the applicant. Said application form shall contain, among others, the following information:
a.    The name of the applicant, owner, partner or officer who has an interest in the business or entity of such licensee, together with the names and addresses of any other party having a proprietary interest therein.
b.    The residence and business address of the applicant and owner or owners.
c.    Whether any such license previously issued by the City or any other governmental entity had ever been suspended, revoked or cancelled; if so, for what cause and the dates and circumstances thereof.
d.    The total number of entertainment devices at the location for which the license is issued.
2.    Upon receipt of a completed application form, the Finance Director shall issue such license applied for in accordance with the provisions of this Section, provided, however, that the applicable license fees, together with any delinquent fees that may then be due, shall first be paid unto the Finance Director.
D.    Fees and Display of License: The fee to be paid hereunder, for each entertainment device, as herein defined, shall be the sum of thirty dollars ($30.00) per quarter, per machine, or an annual fee for each such entertainment device of one hundred twenty dollars ($120.00). The license shall be issued on a quarterly basis. Each license issued hereunder shall be kept in prominent display at the location for which same has been issued. The license fee is not transferable, and the fee therefor is not refundable. The license shall display the total number of machines licensed for operations at the location.
E.    Violations and Penalties: Any person violating or failing to comply with any of the provisions of this Section or furnishing false information on any application for a license shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine in any sum not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500.00), or by imprisonment in the City jail for a period not exceeding ninety (90) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. (Ord. 3773, 12-19-83, eff. 1-1-84)
F.    Tax Payment; When Due, Penalty:
1.    The tax imposed by this Chapter shall be due and payable in quarterly installments and remittance therefor shall accompany each return made on or before the thirtieth day of the month next succeeding the quarterly period in which the tax accrued.
2.    There shall be added a penalty, for each payment due, if such payment is not made by the due date thereof, as follows:
a.    A ten percent (10%) penalty, with a minimum of two dollars ($2.00) for the first seventeen (17) days of delinquency.
b.    A fifteen percent (15%) penalty, with a minimum of four dollars ($4.00) for a delinquency greater than seventeen (17) days but less than forty (40) days.
c.    Any delinquency of forty (40) days or more shall be deemed a violation of this subsection. (Ord. 4257, 1-22-90)
CHAPTER 8
GAMBLING TAX
SECTION:
5-8-1:    City Of Renton Defined (Rep. by Ord. 5414)
5-8-2:    Laws Incorporated By Reference
5-8-3:    Punchboards Prohibited (Rep. by Ord. 5274)
5-8-4:    Gambling Devices; License Required
5-8-5:    Tax Levied
5-8-6:    Administration, Collection Of Tax
5-8-7:    Declaration Of Intent Required
5-8-8:    Tax Payment; When Due, Penalty
5-8-9:    Copy Of Application Submitted
5-8-10:    Refusal To Pay Tax; Penalty
5-8-11:    Rules And Regulations; Collection Of Tax
5-8-12:    Mayor And Finance Administrator; Power To Enter Into Contracts
5-8-13:    Records
5-8-14:    Revocation, Suspension Of License
5-8-15:    List Of Licenses Required
5-8-16:    Overpayment Or Underpayment Of Tax
5-8-17:    Tax Additional To Others; Debt To Municipality
[bookmark: 5-8-1]5-8-1 CITY OF RENTON DEFINED:
(Rep. by Ord. 5414, 10-20-08)
[bookmark: 5-8-2]5-8-2 LAWS INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE:
The provisions of Chapter 9.46 RCW, one copy of which is on file with the City Clerk for inspection, are hereby incorporated by reference as if fully set forth. (Amd. Ord. 5414, 10-20-08)
[bookmark: 5-8-3]5-8-3 PUNCHBOARDS PROHIBITED:
(Rep. by Ord. 5274, 4-16-07)
[bookmark: 5-8-4]5-8-4 GAMBLING DEVICES; LICENSE REQUIRED:
No gambling activity of any kind or nature shall be permitted without a valid license issued by the Washington State Gambling Commission as provided by law. Any person, firm or corporation who conducts any such gambling activity without such license shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. The conduct of any such gambling activity without a license or beyond the scope specified in such license as required under State law is hereby declared a common nuisance and shall be subject to abatement by injunction or as otherwise provided by law.
[bookmark: 5-8-5]5-8-5 TAX LEVIED:
Pursuant to chapter 218, Laws of Washington, 1973 First Extraordinary Session, and as thereafter amended by chapters 135 and 155, Laws of Washington, 1974 Third Extraordinary Session, there is hereby levied upon all persons, associations and organizations who have been duly licensed by the Washington State Gambling Commission, as authorized by law, the following tax:
A. For the conduct or operation of any bingo games and raffles, a tax rate of five percent (5%) of the gross receipts received therefrom, less the actual net amount awarded as cash or merchandise prizes. No tax shall be imposed on the first ten thousand dollars ($10,000) of gross receipts less the amount awarded as cash or merchandise prizes from bingo games and raffles conducted by any bona fide charitable or nonprofit organization as defined in RCW 9.46.020(3). A tax rate of two and one-half percent (2.5%) shall be imposed on the gross receipts exceeding ten thousand dollars ($10,000) in a year, less the amount awarded as cash or merchandise prizes, from bingo games and raffles conducted by a bona fide charitable or nonprofit organization as defined in RCW 9.46.020(3) whose purpose is to provide programs or facilities for meeting the basic health, education, or welfare needs to residents in Renton and other South King County Communities; (Amd. Ord. 4809, 11-1-99; Ord. 5445, 2-2-09)
B.    For the conduct or operation of any pulltabs and punchboards, a tax rate of five percent (5%) of the gross receipts from such pulltabs and punchboards; (Amd. Ord. 5274, 4-16-07)
C.    For the conduct or operation of any licensed premises or facility used to play card games, as permitted by the above referenced State law, a tax rate of five hundred dollars ($500.00) annually or ten percent (10%) of the gross receipts or revenue received from such activity, per establishment, whichever is greater, for the privilege of playing in card games. The minimum fee may be paid on a quarterly basis at the rate of one hundred twenty five dollars ($125.00) per quarter. Any balance due shall be paid as set forth in RMC 5-8-8. Each such licensee shall promptly furnish unto the Finance Administrator, City of Renton, a true and correct copy of all semiannual reports filed with the State of Washington Gambling Commission and such reports shall be due the City within five (5) days after same have been filed with the aforementioned State agency. (Amd. Ord. 5414, 10-20-08)
D.    To conduct and operate amusement games a tax of two percent (2%) of the gross revenue received therefrom less the actual net amount paid for as prizes.
E.    (Rep. by Ord. 5414, 10-20-08)
[bookmark: 5-8-6]5-8-6 ADMINISTRATION, COLLECTION OF TAX:
The administration and collection of the tax imposed by this Chapter shall be by the Finance Administrator and in strict pursuance of the rules and regulations as may be adopted by the Washington State Gambling Commission from time to time. The Finance Administrator shall adopt and publish such rules and regulations as may be reasonably necessary to enable the collection of the tax imposed hereby. (Amd. Ord. 5414, 10-20-08)
[bookmark: 5-8-7]5-8-7 DECLARATION OF INTENT REQUIRED:
A.    For the purpose of properly identifying the person, association and organization subject to any tax imposed by this Chapter, any such person, association or organization intending to conduct or operate any gambling activity authorized by the above specified laws, or as same may be amended hereafter, shall, prior to commencement of any such activity, file with the Finance Administrator, City of Renton, a sworn declaration of intent to conduct or operate such activity, together with a true and correct copy of the license issued by the Washington State Gambling Commission or any renewal or extension of such license or temporary license.
B.    Thereafter, for any period covered by such State license, or any renewal or extension thereof, any person, association or organization shall, on or before the 15th day of the month following the end of the month in which the tax accrued, file with the Finance Administrator a sworn statement, under the penalty of perjury, on a form to be provided and prescribed by the Finance Administrator, for the purpose of ascertaining the tax due for the preceding month period. (Amd. Ord. 5414, 10-20-08)
[bookmark: 5-8-8]5-8-8 TAX PAYMENT; WHEN DUE, PENALTY:
A.    The tax imposed by this Chapter shall be due and payable in monthly installments and remittance therefor shall accompany each return made on or before the 15th day of the month next succeeding the month in which the tax accrued. Except, for a person, association or organization that had taxes due in the amount of $10,000 or less in the previous calendar year, the tax imposed by this Chapter shall be due and payable in quarterly installments and remittance therefor shall accompany each return made on or before the 30th day of the month next succeeding the quarterly period in which the tax accrued. (Amd. Ord. 5414, 10-20-08)
B.    There shall be added a penalty, for each payment due, if such payment is not made by the due date thereof, as follows:
1.    A ten percent (10%) penalty, with a minimum of two dollars ($2.00) for the first seventeen (17) days of delinquency.
2.    A fifteen percent (15%) penalty, with a minimum of four dollars ($4.00) for a delinquency greater than seventeen (17) days but less than forty (40) days.
3.    Any delinquency of forty (40) days or more shall be deemed a violation of this Section.
[bookmark: 5-8-9]5-8-9 COPY OF APPLICATION SUBMIT TED:
Each person, association or organization licensed by the Washington State Gambling Commission shall likewise submit to the Finance Administrator a true and correct copy of any application made to such Commission for a license, together with any and all amendments thereof. Such copy shall be submitted at or prior to the filing of the first tax return due hereunder. (Amd. Ord. 5414, 10-20-08)
[bookmark: 5-8-10]5-8-10 REFUSAL TO PAY TAX; PENALTY:
Any person, association or organization that shall fail, neglect or refuse to pay the tax herein required or that shall wilfully disobey any rule or regulation promulgated by the Finance Administrator hereunder, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by imprisonment in the City jail for not more than ninety (90) days, or by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00), or both. Any such fine shall be in addition to any tax and penalties required. All officers, directors and managers of any organization or association conducting gambling activities shall be jointly and severally liable for the payment of said tax and penalties, and for the payment of any fine imposed hereunder. (Amd. Ord. 5414, 10-20-08)
[bookmark: 5-8-11]5-8-11 RULES AND REGULATIONS; COLLECTION OF TAX:
The Finance Administrator, or his authorized representative, shall adopt, publish and enforce such rules and regulations not inconsistent with this Chapter as may be necessary to enable the prompt collection of the tax and penalties imposed by this Chapter; prescribe and issue the appropriate forms for determination and declaration of the amount of tax to be paid, and have the power to enter into contracts with other municipalities and/or State agencies for the collection of the tax imposed on gambling activities conducted within the City of Renton. (Amd. Ord. 5414, 10-20-08)
[bookmark: 5-8-12]5-8-12 MAYOR AND FINANCE ADMINISTRATOR; POWER TO ENTER INTO CONTRACTS:
The Mayor and Finance Administrator shall have the power to enter into contracts with other municipalities and/or State agencies for the enforcement of applicable State laws, rules and regulations, and City ordinances relating to all gambling activities. (Amd. Ord. 5414, 10-20-08)
[bookmark: 5-8-13]5-8-13 RECORDS:
A.    It shall be the responsibility of any person, officer, director and manager of any organization conducting any gambling activity as licensed by the Washington State Gambling Commission and taxed under the provisions of this Chapter to provide access at all reasonable times to all financial records, including bank deposits, invoices, accounts payable, records of all fees charged, together with dates thereof, and related financial statements as the Finance Administrator, or his authorized representative, or any bona fide law enforcement representative of the City of Renton may require in order to determine full compliance with this Chapter and all rules and regulations adopted or hereafter adopted by the State of Washington Gambling Commission.
B.    Each person, association or organization engaging in any activity taxable under this Chapter, or as same may be amended from time to time, shall maintain records respecting that activity which truly, completely and accurately disclose all information and data necessary to determine the taxpayer’s tax liability hereunder during each tax period. Such records shall be kept and maintained for a period of not less than three (3) years. In addition, all information and items required by the Washington State Gambling Commission under Chapter 230-08 WAC, and by the United States Internal Revenue Service respecting taxation, shall be kept and maintained for the periods required by those governmental agencies. All books, records and other items required to be kept and maintained under this section shall be subject to, and immediately made available for, inspection and audit, at any time, with or without notice, at the place where such records are usually kept, upon demand by the Finance Administrator or his designee, for the purpose of enforcing the provisions of this Chapter. (Amd. Ord. 5414, 10-20-08)
[bookmark: 5-8-14]5-8-14 REVOCATION, SUSPENSION OF LICENSE:
In the event any license issued by the Washington State Gambling Commission is suspended or revoked, then the person, association or organization affected by such suspension or revocation shall immediately notify, in writing, the Finance Administrator of such action, together with a true copy of such notice of suspension or revocation. (Amd. Ord. 5414, 10-20-08)
[bookmark: 5-8-15]5-8-15 LIST OF LICENSES REQUIRED:
It shall further be the responsibility of the Finance Administrator to keep on file a complete and up-to-date list of the licenses issued by the Washington State Gambling Commission as same is made available at said office, which information shall include the name, address, type of license and license number of each such licensee. (Amd. Ord. 5414, 10-20-08)
[bookmark: 5-8-16]5-8-16 OVERPAYMENT OR UNDERPAYMENT OF TAX:
If, upon application by a taxpayer for a refund, or upon any examination of the returns or records of any taxpayer, it is determined by the Finance Administrator, or his designee, that within three (3) years immediately preceding receipt by the Finance Administrator of the application by the taxpayer for a refund, or, in the absence of such an application, within the three (3) years immediately preceding the commencement by the Finance Administrator of such examination:
A.    A tax or other fee has been paid in excess of that properly due, the total excess paid over all amounts due the City of Renton within such period of three (3) years shall be credited to the taxpayer’s account or shall be credited to taxpayer at the taxpayer’s option.
B.    A tax or other fee has been paid which is less than that properly due, or no tax or other fee has been paid, the Finance Administrator shall mail a statement to the taxpayer showing the balance due, including the tax amount or penalty assessment and fees, and it shall be a separate, additional violation of this Chapter, both civil and criminal, if the taxpayer fails to make payment in full within ten (10) calendar days after such mailed notice. (Amd. Ord. 5414, 10-20-08)
[bookmark: 5-8-17]5-8-17 TAX ADDITIONAL TO OTHERS; DEBT TO MUNICIPALITY:
The tax herein levied shall be additional to any license fee or tax imposed or levied under any law of the City of Renton, except as herein otherwise expressly provided.
A.    Any tax due and unpaid under this Chapter and all penalties or fees shall be and constitute a debt to the City of Renton, a Municipal corporation, and may be collected by court proceedings the same as any other debt in like amount, which remedy shall be in addition to all other existing remedies.
B.    The right of recovery by the City from the taxpayer for any tax provided hereunder shall be outlawed after the expiration of three (3) calendar years from the date said tax became due. The right of recovery against the City of Renton because of overpayment of tax by any taxpayer shall be outlawed after the expiration of three (3) calendar years from the date such payment was made. (Ord. 3773, 12-19-83, eff. 1-1-84)
CHAPTER 9
LEASEHOLD EXCISE TAX
SECTION:
5-9-1:    Purpose
5-9-2:    Tax Levied
5-9-3:    Tax Rate; Credit
5-9-4:    Administration And Collection Of Tax
5-9-5:    Interests Exempt
5-9-6:    Inspection Of Records
5-9-7:    Contract With Department Of Revenue
5-9-8:    Penalties
[bookmark: 5-9-1]5-9-1 PURPOSE:
This Chapter is to implement the terms and provisions of chapter 61, Laws of 1975-76, 2nd Ex. Session (H.B. 971) authorizing a city to levy a leasehold excise tax of not to exceed four percent (4%) of taxable rent on the act or privilege of occupying or using publicly owned real or personal property by means of leasehold interest in publicly owned property.
[bookmark: 5-9-2]5-9-2 TAX LEVIED:
There is hereby levied and shall be collected a leasehold excise tax upon the act or privilege of occupying or using publicly owned real or personal property within the City of Renton through a leasehold interest as defined by section 2, chapter 61, Laws of 1975-76, 2nd Ex. Session, hereinafter referred to as “the State Act”. The tax shall be paid, collected and remitted to the Department of Revenue of the State of Washington at the time and in the manner prescribed by section 5 of the aforementioned State Act.
[bookmark: 5-9-3]5-9-3 TAX RATE; CREDIT:
The rate of the tax imposed by Section 5-9-2 shall be four percent (4%) of the taxable rent, provided however that the following credit shall be allowed in determining the tax payable:
A.    With respect to a leasehold interest arising out of any lease or agreement, the terms of which were binding on the lessee prior to July 1, 1970, where such lease or agreement has not been renegotiated since that date, and excluding from such credit (a) any leasehold interest arising out of any lease of property covered by the provisions of RCW 28B.20.394 and (b) any lease or agreement including options to renew which extends beyond January 1, 1985, as follows:
1.    With respect to taxes due in calendar year 1976, a credit equal to eighty percent (80%) of the tax produced by the above rate.
2.    With respect to taxes due in calendar year 1977, a credit equal to sixty percent (60%) of the tax produced by the above rate.
3.    With respect to taxes due in calendar year 1978, a credit equal to forty percent (40%) of the tax produced by the above date.
4.    With respect to taxes due in calendar year 1979, a credit equal to twenty percent (20%) of the tax produced by the above rate.
B.    With respect to a product lease, a credit of thirty three percent (33%) of the tax produced by the above rate.
[bookmark: 5-9-4]5-9-4 ADMINISTRATION AND COLLECTION OF TAX:
The administration and collection of the tax imposed by this Chapter shall be in accordance with the terms and provisions of the State Act.
[bookmark: 5-9-5]5-9-5 INTERESTS EXEMPT:
Leasehold interests exempted by section 13, of the State Act as it now exists or may hereafter be amended shall be exempt from the tax imposed pursuant to Section 5-9-2.
[bookmark: 5-9-6]5-9-6 INSPECTION OF RECORDS:
The City hereby consents to the inspection of such records as are necessary to qualify the City for inspection of records by the Department of Revenue.
[bookmark: 5-9-7]5-9-7 CONTRACT WITH DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE:
The Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to enter into any contract with the Department of Revenue for the administration and collection of said tax and to execute any and all documents pertinent thereto, provided that the City Attorney shall first approve the form and content of said contract.
[bookmark: 5-9-8]5-9-8 PENALTIES:
Any person, firm or corporation violating any provisions or terms of this Chapter shall upon conviction thereof be guilty of a misdemeanor and be fined in a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500.00), or be confined to the City jail for not more than ninety (90) days, or be subject to both such fine and imprisonment. (Ord. 3773, 12-19-83, eff. 1-1-84)
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[bookmark: 5-10-1]5-10-1 IMPOSITION OF SALES OR USE TAX:
There is hereby imposed a sales or use tax, as the case may be, as authorized by RCW 82.14.030(2), upon every taxable event, as defined in RCW 82.14.020, occurring within the City. The tax shall be imposed upon and collected from those persons from whom the State sales tax or use tax is collected pursuant to chapters 82.08 and 82.12 RCW.
[bookmark: 5-10-2]5-10-2 RATE OF TAX IMPOSED:
The rate of the tax imposed by Section 5-10-1 of this Chapter shall be one-half of one percent (0.5%) of the selling price or value of the article used, as the case may be; provided, however, that during such period as there is in effect a sales tax or use tax imposed by King County under section 17(2), chapter 49, Laws of 1982, First Extraordinary Session, at a rate equal to or greater than the rate imposed by this Section, the County shall receive fifteen percent (15%) of the tax imposed by Section 5-10-1; provided further, that during such period as there is in effect a sales tax or use tax imposed by King County under section 17(2), chapter 49, Laws of 1982, First Extraordinary Session, at a rate which is less than the rate imposed by this Section, the County shall receive from the tax imposed by Section 5-10-1 that amount of revenues equal to fifteen percent (15%) of the rate of the tax imposed by the County under section 17(2), chapter 49, Laws of 1982, First Extraordinary Session.
[bookmark: 5-10-3]5-10-3 ADMINISTRATION AND COLLECTION OF TAX:
The administration and collection of the tax imposed by this Chapter shall be in accordance with the provisions of RCW 82.14.050.
[bookmark: 5-10-4]5-10-4 CONSENT TO INSPECTION OF RECORDS:
The City hereby consents to the inspection of such records as are necessary to qualify the City for inspection of records by the Department of Revenue.
[bookmark: 5-10-5]5-10-5 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF CONTRACT FOR ADMINISTRATION:
The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to enter into a contract with the Department of Revenue for the administration of this tax.
[bookmark: 5-10-6]5-10-6 PENALTIES:
Any seller who fails or refuses to collect the tax as required with the intent to violate the provisions of this Section or to gain some advantage or benefit, either direct or indirect, and any buyer who refuses to pay any tax due under this Chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be fined no more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisoned for not more than six (6) months, or by both such fine and imprisonment. (Ord. 3773, 12-19-83, eff. 1-1-84)
[bookmark: 5-10-7]5-10-7 TAX APPLICABLE TO NATURAL GAS SALES:
There is hereby imposed a sales or use tax upon the privilege of using natural gas or manufactured gas as a consumer. This sales and use tax shall be applicable to all natural gas used, including use of brokered natural gas. (Ord. 4274, 6-18-90)
CHAPTER 11
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[bookmark: 5-11-1]5-11-1 UTILITY TAX:
In addition to the license fees provided elsewhere in this Title, there is hereby levied upon and shall be collected from the business enterprises engaged in certain business activities and occupations described in this Section, taxes in the amounts to be determined by the application of the rates herein stated against gross income. In computing said tax the business enterprise may deduct in computing gross income the actual amount of credit losses and uncollectibles sustained by the business enterprise, and amounts derived from transactions in interstate and foreign commerce which the City is prohibited from taxing under the laws and Constitution of the United States. The amount of tax shall be computed as follows: (Ord. 3773, 12-19-83, eff. 1-1-84)
A.    Telephone Utility Tax:
1.    Effective Date: The utility tax for the privilege of conducting a telephone business within the City limits shall be six percent (6%) effective as of February 16, 1991.
2.    Definitions: For the purpose of this Section the following terms shall be defined as follows:
    CELLULAR TELEPHONE SERVICE: Cellular telephone service is a two-way voice and data telephone/telecommunications system based in whole or substantially in part on wireless radio communications and which is not subject to regulation by the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (WUTC). This includes cellular mobile service. The definition of “cellular mobile service” includes other wireless radio communications services such as specialized mobile radio (SMR), personal communications services (PCS), and any other evolving wireless radio communications technology which accomplishes a purpose similar to cellular mobile service.
    COMPETITIVE TELEPHONE SERVICE: The providing by any person of telecommunications equipment or apparatus, or service related to that equipment or apparatus such as repair or maintenance service, if the equipment or apparatus is of a type which can be provided by persons that are not subject to regulation as telephone companies under Title 80 RCW and for which a separate charge is made. Transmission of communication through cellular telephones is classified as “telephone business” rather than “competitive telephone service”.
    TELEPHONE BUSINESS: The providing by any person of access to the local telephone network, local telephone network switching service, toll service, cellular telephone service, or coin telephone services, or the providing of telephonic, video, data or similar communication or transmission for hire, via a local telephone network, toll line or channel, cable, microwave, or similar communication or transmission system. It further indicates cooperative or farmer line telephone companies or associations operating an exchange. “Network telephone service” includes interstate service, including toll service, originating from or received on telecommunications equipment or apparatus in this State if the charge for the service is billed to a person in this State. “Network telephone service” does not include the providing of competitive telephone service, the providing of cable television service, nor the providing of broadcast services by radio or television stations.
3.    Deduction from Gross Income: (Rescinded by Ord. 4825, 12-20-99)
4.    Allocation of Income, Cellular Telephone Service:
a.    Service Address: Payments by a customer for the telephone service from telephones without a fixed location shall be allocated among taxing jurisdictions to the location of the customer’s principal service address during the period for which the tax applies.
b.    Presumption: There is a presumption that the service address a customer supplies to the taxpayer is current and accurate, unless the taxpayer has actual knowledge to the contrary.
c.    Roaming Phones: When the service is provided while a subscriber is roaming outside the subscriber’s normal cellular network area, the gross income shall be assigned consistent with the taxpayer’s accounting system to the location of the originating cell site of the call, or to the location of the main cellular switching office that switched the call.
d.    Dispute Resolution: If there is a dispute between or among the City and another city or cities as to the service address of a customer who is receiving cellular telephone services and the dispute is not resolved by negotiation among the parties, then the dispute shall be resolved by the City and the other city or cities by substituting the issue for settlement to the Association of Washington Cities (AWC). Once taxes on the disputed revenues have been paid to one of the contesting cities, the cellular telephone service company shall have no further liability with respect to additional taxes, penalties, or interest on the disputed revenues so long as it promptly changes its billing records for future revenues to comport with the settlement facilitated by AWC.
5.    Authority of Administrator: The Finance and Information Technology Director is authorized to represent the City in negotiations with other cities for the proper allocation of taxes due under subsection A4a herein. (Ord. 5547, 8-9-10)
6.    Rate Change: No change in the rate of tax upon persons engaging in providing cellular telephone service shall apply to business activities occurring before the effective date of the change and, except for a change in the tax rate authorized by RCW 35.21.870, no change in the rate of the tax may take effect sooner than sixty (60) days following the enactment of the ordinance establishing the change. The Finance and Information Technology Director shall send to each cellular telephone service company, at the address on its license, a copy of any ordinance changing the rate of tax upon cellular telephone service promptly upon its enactment. (Ord. 4503, 4-3-95; Ord. 5547, 8-9-10)
B.    Telegraph Utility Tax: Upon every business enterprise engaging in carrying on a telegraph business, a tax equal to six percent (6%) of the total gross income from such business in the City shall be charged effective as of January 1, 1991. (Ord. 4303, 12-17-90)
C.    Gas Utility Tax: Upon every business enterprise engaging in or carrying on the business of selling, furnishing, distributing or producing gaseous gas for commercial or domestic use or purpose, a tax equal to six percent (6%) of the total gross income from such business in the City shall be charged effective as of February 16, 1991.
D.    Electric Utility Tax: Upon every business enterprise engaging in or carrying on the business of selling, furnishing or distributing electricity for light and power, a tax equal to six percent (6%) of the total gross income from such business in the City shall be charged effective as of February 16, 1991. (Ord. 4309, 4-1-91)
E.    Cable Utility Tax: Upon every business enterprise engaging in or carrying on the business of constructing, operating and maintaining a coaxial cable subscriber system for television, radio and other audio-visual electrical signal distribution throughout the City of Renton or any part thereof, a tax equal to six percent (6%) of the total gross income from such business in the City shall be charged effective as of January 1, 1991. (Ord. 4303, 12-17-90)
F.    Ambulance Services Tax: Upon any business enterprise, licensed by the State to provide and engage in emergency medical care and transportation services, pursuant to chapter 208, Session Laws of 1973, First Ex. Session, and as same may be amended from time to time, a tax in the sum of four hundred dollars ($400.00) per year which shall apply to all of said State licensees doing business in, from or about the City. Such tax shall be paid on or before the first day of January of each year, and made payable to the Finance and Information Technology Administrator, City of Renton. Said tax is imposed pursuant to RCW 35.21.768 and the laws and statutes of the State relating to noncharter code cities operating under the Optional Municipal Code. (Ord. 3773, 12-19-83, eff. 1-1-84; Ord. 5547, 8-9-10)
G.    Sewer Utilities Tax: Upon any business enterprise engaging in or carrying on the business of selling, furnishing, or distributing sanitary sewer or storm sewer services for commercial or domestic use or purpose within the Renton City limits, a tax equal to six percent (6%) of the total gross income from such business in the City shall be charged effective as of January 1, 1991. (Ord. 4303, 12-17-90; Ord. 5582, 11-22-10)
H.    Solid Waste Utility, Handling Tax: Upon the solid waste utility and upon every business enterprise or other entity engaged in solid waste handling as defined in Section 8-1-2 of Chapter 8 (Health and Sanitation) of the Code of General Ordinances of the City, a tax equal to six percent (6%) of the operating rate revenue of the solid waste utility and six percent (6%) of the total gross income for all other business enterprises in the City covered under this Section shall be charged. The tax on the solid waste utility shall be effective as of December 1, 1993, and the tax on all other business enterprises covered under this Section shall be effective on August 8, 1994. The taxes under this Section shall be payable to the Finance Department of the City. Pursuant to RCW 35.58.080, nothing in this Section is intended nor shall it be construed to impose any tax or excise on any County-owned solid waste facility. (Ord. 4457, 6-27-94)
I.    Cable Modem Utility Tax: Upon cable modem service and upon every business or entity engaged in providing cable modem service, a tax equal to six percent (6%) of the total gross income from such business in the City shall be charged. (Ord. 4972, 6-17-02)
J.    Water Utilities Tax: Upon the Water Utility Enterprise Fund engaging in or carrying on the business of selling, furnishing, or distributing water services for commercial or domestic use or purpose within the Renton City limits, a tax equal to seven and one-half percent (7.5%) of the total gross income from such business in the City shall be charged. (Ord. 5582, 11-22-10)
[bookmark: 5-11-2]5-11-2 UTILITY TAX; WHEN DUE:
The utility tax imposed by this Chapter shall be due and payable to the Finance and Information Technology Administrator in monthly installments and remittance thereof shall be made to the Finance and Information Technology Administrator on or before the last day of the next month succeeding the end of the monthly period in which the tax accrued. The business enterprise on or before said last day of said month shall also transmit to the Finance and Information Technology Administrator a return upon a form to be prescribed and provided by the Finance and Information Technology Administrator; which return shall contain a statement by the business enterprise stating the amount of the tax for which he is liable for the preceding monthly period under and computed according to the provisions of this Chapter, that the information therein given and the amount of tax liability therein reported are full and true, and that he knows the same to be so, which statement shall be signed by the business enterprise or authorized agent, and the signing of same shall be deemed and constitute the same as a statement under the penalties of perjury equivalent to and as if sworn to under oath. (Ord. 5547, 8-9-10)
A.    Penalties for Nonpayment: A business enterprise who fails to remit the amount of utility tax when due shall, in addition to all other penalties provided by law, pay a penalty of five percent (5%) of the amount of tax due for the first month of delinquency and an additional penalty of five percent (5%) for each succeeding month of delinquency, but not exceeding a total penalty of twenty five percent (25%) of the amount of such taxes due in any event.
B.    Interest: In addition to such penalties, any late payment of utility tax shall bear interest at the rate of twelve percent (12%) per annum until paid. (Ord. 3773, 12-19-83, eff. 1-1-84; Ord. 5367, 4-7-08)
[bookmark: 5-11-3]5-11-3 DEFINITION OF GROSS INCOME:
“Gross income” shall mean the value proceeding or accruing from the sale of tangible property or service, and receipts (including all sums earned or charged, whether received or not) by reason of investment of capital in the business engaged in, including rentals, royalties, fees or other emoluments, however designated (excluding receipts or proceeds from the use or sale of real property or any interest therein, and proceeds from the sale of notes, bonds, mortgages or other evidence of indebtedness, or stocks and the like) and without any deduction on account of the cost of the property sold, cost of materials used, labor costs, interest or discount paid, taxes, or any expenses whatsoever, and without any deduction on account of losses. This definition shall apply as of March 1, 2000. (Ord. 4825, 12-20-99; amd. Ord. 4873, 11-20-00)
[bookmark: 5-11-4]5-11-4 UTILITY TAX RELIEF:
There is granted to persons who meet the qualifications and requirements of RMC 5-11-5 relief from the utility tax of the City as follows:
A.    For all billings paid directly or indirectly by the person during a calendar year for service charges to any organization which paid the utility tax of the City, the City is authorized to pay to such person a “reimbursement” in a maximum amount determined in accordance with RMC 5-11-7; provided, that the total amount of all reimbursements paid pursuant to this subsection shall not exceed the total dollar amount established through the budget process.
B.    The amount of maximum relief for a calendar year is $110.00 and shall be adjusted for each subsequent year in accordance with RMC 5-11-7, prorated for each month of residency in the City. (Ord. 5212, 6-19-06)
[bookmark: 5-11-5]5-11-5 UTILITY TAX RELIEF; QUALIFICATIONS:
To qualify for the relief set forth in RMC 5-11-4.A, a person must be requesting reimbursement of City utility taxes and must meet the criteria in RMC 8-4-31.C, and have been a resident of the dwelling unit within the City at all times during any period for which a reimbursement is requested, and have contributed to the payment of City utility charges from his or her income or resources. (Ord. 5212, 6-19-06)
[bookmark: 5-11-6]5-11-6 CLAIM FILING PROCEDURES:
A.    All claims for relief under RMC 5-11-4 must be filed with the City or its agent no later than the date established by the Finance and Information Technology Administrator (Administrator) for the calendar year for which a “reimbursement” is requested. (Ord. 5547, 8-9-10)
B.    The Administrator shall adopt rules and procedures for the filing of reimbursement claims and for the administration of RMC 5-11-4. (Ord. 5212, 6-19-06)
[bookmark: 5-11-7]5-11-7 CONSUMER PRICE INDEX CHANGES:
The amount of relief established under RMC 5-11-4.B shall be administratively adjusted on January 1st of each year by the Finance and Information Technology Administrator to reflect changes in the cost of living, as defined by the Bureau of Labor and Statistics. The amount of maximum relief shall be communicated by the City to potentially eligible citizens. (Ord. 5212, 6-19-06; Ord. 5547, 8-9-10)
[bookmark: 5-11-8]5-11-8 REBATE FOR INITIAL YEAR:
The rebate amount for the initial year shall provide for a full rebate for the calendar year. (Ord. 5212, 6-19-06)
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[bookmark: 5-12-1]5-12-1 DEFINITIONS:
For the purposes of this Chapter, the following terms and words are defined as follows:
ADULT ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESS:
A.    Any enterprise which, for money or any other form of consideration, features “adult live entertainment” as defined herein;
B.    Any “adult motion picture theater” as defined in RMC 4-11-010;
C.    Any adult arcade containing individual viewing areas or stations or booths, where for money or any other form of consideration, one or more still or motion picture projectors, slide projectors, or similar machines, or other image-producing machines are used to show films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides, or other photographic reproduction of specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas. (Amd. Ord. 4827, 1-24-2000)
ADULT LIVE ENTERTAINMENT: A person appearing nude or a live performance which is characterized by specified sexual activities as defined in RMC 4-11-190. (Amd. Ord. 4827, 1-24-2000)
ADULT LIVE ENTERTAINMENT PERFORMANCE AREA: An area where adult live entertainment shall occur.
APPLICANT: Any person who applies for an adult entertainment business license or an adult entertainment manager or entertainer license.
CITY: The City of Renton, Washington.
CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES: Any conviction, bail forfeiture or adverse finding under Federal, State or local law for acts including, but not limited to, sexual crimes against children, sexual abuse, rape, distribution of obscenity, distribution of erotic material to minors, prostitution, promoting prostitution, transporting persons for purposes of prostitution or enticing or coercing persons to travel for purposes of prostitution, permitting prostitution, patronizing a prostitute, pandering, racketeering, or violations of the Uniform Controlled Substances Act. (Ord. 5475, 7-20-2009)
DIRECTOR: The Finance and Information Technology Administrator or his or her designee. (Ord. 5547, 8-9-10)
EMPLOYEE: Any person, including an independent contractor, who works in or at or renders any service directly related to the operation of any adult entertainment business, whether or not such person is paid compensation by the operator of said business.
ENTERTAINER: Any person who provides adult live entertainment in an adult entertainment business, whether or not a fee is charged or accepted for such entertainment.
MANAGER: Any person who manages, directs, administers, or is in charge of the affairs and/or the conduct of an adult entertainment business.
NUDE OR STATE OF NUDITY: The appearance or less than complete and opaque covering of the anus, genitals, pubic region, buttocks, areola or nipple of the female breast, or any artificial depiction of the same.
OBSCENE: An activity or material that, taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value, and
A.    Taken as a whole by an average person applying contemporary community standards, appeals to a prurient interest in sex, or
B.    Taken as a whole by an average person applying contemporary community standards, depicts patently offensive representations of:
1.    Ultimate sexual acts, normal or perverted, actual or simulated; or
2.    Masturbation, fellatio, cunnilingus, bestiality, excretory functions, or lewd exhibition of the genitals or genital area; or
3.    Violent or destructive sexual acts, including but not limited to human or animal mutilation, dismemberment, rape or torture.
OWNER: The sole proprietor, significant stockholder, general partner, or significant limited partner of any adult entertainment business.
PERSON: Any natural person; firm; joint venture, including all participants; partnership, including all partners; association, social club, or fraternal organization, including all officers and directors; corporation, including all officers, directors and significant stockholders; estate; trust; business trust; receiver; or any other group or combination acting as a unit.
POLICE: The Police Department.
SATISFACTORY DOCUMENTATION:
A.    A motor vehicle operator’s license issued by any state bearing the applicant’s photograph and date of birth; or
B.    An identification card bearing the applicant’s photograph and date of birth issued by a Federal or State government agency; or
C.    A valid passport issued by the United States of America or any other country.
SIGNIFICANT LIMITED PARTNER: Any person who owns twenty percent (20%) or greater interest in an adult entertainment business.
SIGNIFICANT STOCKHOLDER: Any person who owns twenty percent (20%) or greater stock interest in an adult entertainment business.
SPECIFIED SEXUAL ACTIVITY: As defined in RMC 4-11-190. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996; Amd. Ord. 4827, 1-24-2000)
[bookmark: 5-12-2]5-12-2 PROHIBITION:
A person shall not use any property or premises for an adult entertainment business within the City, except as permitted by City ordinance. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996)
[bookmark: 5-12-3]5-12-3 ADULT ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESS LICENSE REQUIRED:
A.    No person shall operate an adult entertainment business without a valid adult entertainment business license issued by the City. The fact that a person possesses other types of State or County permits and/or licenses does not exempt him/her from the requirement of obtaining an adult entertainment business license. Any person granted a license pursuant to this Chapter shall operate an adult entertainment business only under the name designated in the license and shall conduct business only for the specific type of adult entertainment business specified in the license and at the location specified in the license. It is unlawful for any person to operate or knowingly allow or cause to be operated an adult entertainment business without an adult entertainment business license.
B.    The Director is responsible for granting, denying, revoking, renewing, and suspending adult entertainment business licenses. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996)
[bookmark: 5-12-4]5-12-4 ADULT ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESS LICENSE APPLICATION:
A.    An application for an adult entertainment business license shall be made on forms provided by the Director and shall be signed by the applicant and notarized or certified to be true under penalty of perjury. The completed application shall include the following information and documents:
1.    If the applicant is:
a.    A sole proprietor, he/she shall state his/her legal name, any aliases, stage names, previous names, date of birth, optional disclosure of Social Security number, mailing address, residential address and “satisfactory documentation,” as defined herein, that he/she is eighteen (18) years of age or older.
b.    A partnership, the partnership shall state:
(1)    Its complete name,
(2)    The legal names, dates of birth and optional disclosure of Social Security numbers of all general partners and significant limited partners, and “satisfactory documentation,” as defined herein, that each general partner and significant limited partner is eighteen (18) years of age or older,
(3)    Whether the partnership is general or limited and a copy of the partnership agreement, if any exists,
(4)    The mailing address for each general partner and significant limited partner or the address of the registered office for service of process, if any exists,
(5)    If any of the partners are corporations or limited liability companies, the information required in subsection A1c of this Section for each corporation or limited liability company. (Ord. 5475, 7-20-2009)
c.    A corporation or limited liability company, the corporation or limited liability company shall state:
(1)    Its complete name,
(2)    The date of its incorporation or formation,
(3)    Evidence that the corporation or limited liability company is in good standing under the laws of the State of Washington,
(4)    The legal names, dates of birth, optional disclosure of Social Security numbers, and capacity of all officers, directors, members and significant stockholders, and satisfactory documentation that each is eighteen (18) years of age or older,
(5)    The name of the registered agent for the corporation or limited liability company,
(6)    The address of the registered office for service of process, and
(7)    In an affidavit from each officer, director, member or significant stockholder the relationship of each to the corporation or limited liability company. (Ord. 5475, 7-20-2009)
2.    If the applicant has had any criminal activity or is currently serving a sentence for a criminal activity, defined herein, within a five (5) year period immediately preceding the date of the application, and, if so, the criminal act involved and the date and place of the criminal activity.
3.    If the applicant has, within the last two (2) years, had a previous permit or license under this Chapter or other similar ordinances from any other jurisdiction denied, suspended, or revoked, and, if so, the name and location of the adult entertainment business for which the permit or license was denied, suspended, or revoked, the entity denying the same, as well as the date of the denial, suspension, or revocation.
4.    If the applicant holds any other permits and/or licenses for an adult entertainment business in the City or any other jurisdiction, and, if so, the names and locations of such other adult entertainment businesses.
5.    The type of adult entertainment business license that is the subject of the license application.
6.    The location of the proposed adult entertainment business, including a legal description of the property, street address, and telephone number(s).
7.    Two (2) two inch by two inch (2" x 2") color photographs of the applicant taken within six (6) months of the date of the application, showing only the full face of the applicant. The photographs shall be provided at the applicant’s expense.
8.    A driver’s license number and State or federally issued tax identification number for the applicant.
9.    A complete set of fingerprints of the applicant utilizing fingerprint forms prescribed by the Director.
10.    A sketch or diagram showing the configuration of the adult entertainment business, including a statement of total floor space occupied by the business. The sketch or diagram must be drawn to a designated scale or drawn with marked dimensions of the interior of the premises to an accuracy of plus or minus six inches (±6").
11.    Applicants for a license shall have a continuing duty to promptly supplement application information required in the event that said information changes in any way from what is stated on the application. The failure to comply with said continuing duty within thirty (30) days from the date of such change by supplementing the application on file with the Director shall be grounds for suspension of a license.
12.    The license fee as established in this Chapter. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996)
[bookmark: 5-12-5]5-12-5 ADULT ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESS LICENSE INVESTIGATION:
The Director shall refer an application for an adult entertainment business license to the following:
A.    Fire and Emergency Services Department and the Community and Economic Development Department for reports on compliance with all applicable fire, building and zoning codes of the City,
B.    The Seattle-King County Department of Public Health for a report on all applicable health codes of King County, and
C.    The Police Department for investigation and verification of compliance with applicable provisions of this Chapter related to criminal activity.
Each department shall submit a written response as to its recommendation on the issuance of a license along with specific reasons and applicable laws if the recommendation is disapproval of the license. Such reports shall be submitted within thirty (30) days from the date of the complete application for an adult entertainment business license. The Director or designee may conduct an on-site inspection of the adult entertainment business prior to issuing a license to ensure compliance with the requirements of this Chapter. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996; Ord. 5450, 3-2-2009; Ord. 5475, 7-20-2009)
[bookmark: 5-12-6]5-12-6 ISSUANCE OF ADULT ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESS LICENSE:
A.    The Director shall issue an adult entertainment business license within forty five (45) days from the date of the application unless one or more of the criteria set forth in Section 5-12-7 of this Chapter is present.
B.    The license, if issued, shall state on its face the name of the person or persons to whom it is issued, the specific type of adult entertainment business, the expiration date, and the address of the adult entertainment business. The license shall have affixed to it one photograph of the applicant. The license shall expire one year from the date the license was issued. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996)
[bookmark: 5-12-7]5-12-7 DENIAL OF ADULT ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESS LICENSE:
The Director shall deny the adult entertainment business license and shall notify the applicant in writing of such denial for any of the following reasons:
A.    The applicant is under eighteen (18) years of age.
B.    The applicant has failed to provide information required by the license application or this Chapter.
C.    The applicant has made a materially false statement in the application for a license which the applicant knows to be false. “Materially false statement” means any false statement, oral or written, regardless of its admissibility under the rules of evidence, which could have affected the course or outcome of the license application.
D.    The applicant is currently serving a sentence for a criminal activity as defined herein.
E.    The applicant is currently under suspension or revocation of a license related to adult entertainment issued by this City or any other jurisdiction for a violation which would be a violation under the provisions of this Chapter.
F.    The applicant is overdue on his/her payment to the City of fees, fines, or penalties assessed against him/her or imposed upon him/her in relation to an adult entertainment business.
G.    The applicant has failed to comply with all applicable requirements of fire, building, zoning and/or health codes or laws of the City, County and/or State.
H.    The applicant has failed to comply with any provision or requirement of this Chapter. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996)
[bookmark: 5-12-8]5-12-8 LICENSE REQUIRED FOR MANAGERS AND ENTERTAINERS OF ADULT ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESSES:
No person shall act as a manager or entertainer at any adult entertainment business without having first obtained a manager’s or entertainer’s license from the Director. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996)
[bookmark: 5-12-9]5-12-9 MANAGER AND ENTERTAINER LICENSE APPLICATION:
An application for an adult entertainment business manager’s or entertainer’s license shall be made on forms provided by the Director and shall be signed by the applicant and notarized or certified to be true under penalty of perjury. The completed application shall contain a color photograph of the applicant to be taken by the Director and shall contain the following:
A.    The applicant’s name, any aliases or previous names, any stage names or nicknames used in entertaining, home address, home telephone number, date and place of birth, and optional disclosure of Social Security number.
B.    Whether the applicant had any criminal activity, defined herein, within a five (5) year period immediately preceding the date of the application, and, if so, the criminal act involved and the date and place of the criminal activity.
C.    The names and addresses of all employers or individuals or businesses for whom the applicant was an employee or independent contractor for the period of two (2) years immediately prior to the application date, and the time period of such employment.
D.    The name and address of each adult entertainment business at which the applicant intends to work as an entertainer.
E.    “Satisfactory documentation,” as defined herein, that the applicant is eighteen (18) years of age or older.
F.    Evidence of the applicant having been fingerprinted from the Police Department.
G.    The license fee as established in this Chapter. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996)
[bookmark: 5-12-10]5-12-10 ISSUANCE OF LICENSE FOR MANAGER AND ENTERTAINER:
A.    The Director shall issue an entertainer or manager license promptly upon receipt of the completed application, evidence of fingerprinting by the Police Department, “satisfactory documentation,” as defined herein, that the applicant is eighteen (18) years of age or older and the license fee.
B.    The license shall state on its face the name of the person to whom it is issued and the expiration date. The license shall expire one year from the date the license was issued.
C.    The Director shall revoke a manager or entertainer license, for not more than one year, if such manager or entertainer had a criminal activity, as defined herein, in association with adult entertainment, within the preceding two (2) years for a misdemeanor or five (5) years for a felony. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996)
[bookmark: 5-12-11]5-12-11 LICENSE RENEWAL:
A.    An application for renewal of a license issued under this Chapter shall:
1.    Be made on forms provided by the Director, signed by the applicant and notarized or certified to be true under penalty of perjury, and submitted to the Director no later than thirty (30) days prior to the expiration of such license; and
2.    Include payment of the license fees as established in this Chapter.
B.    All applicants for a license renewal shall present their current license for verification of identity, and upon issuance of a renewed license, shall surrender the expiring license to the Director.
C.    The Director shall renew a license upon submittal of the renewal application and review of the renewal application and applicant’s file, unless the Director is aware of facts from this review that would disqualify the applicant from being issued the renewal license; and further provided, that the application complies with all provisions of this Chapter. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996)
[bookmark: 5-12-12]5-12-12 FEES:
Every person applying for a license under this Chapter shall pay the following nonrefundable fees with the license application:
	A. Adult entertainment business
	$750.00

	B. Entertainer
	$75.00

	C. Manager
	$75.00

	D. License replacement
	$5.00


(Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996)
[bookmark: 5-12-13]5-12-13 EXEMPTIONS:
This Chapter shall not be construed to prohibit:
A.    A person appearing in a state of nudity or semi-nudity, modeling in a class operated by: a proprietary school, licensed by the State of Washington; a college, junior college, or university supported entirely or partly by taxation; a private college or university which maintains and operates educational programs in which credits are transferable to a college, junior college, or university supported entirely or partly by taxation;
B.    Plays, operas, musicals, or other dramatic works that are not obscene;
C.    Classes, seminars, and lectures held for serious scientific or educational purposes that are not obscene; or
D.    Exhibitions, performances, expression or dances that are not obscene. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996)
[bookmark: 5-12-14]5-12-14 LICENSE NONTRANSFERABLE:
No license issued pursuant to this Chapter shall be transferable. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996)
[bookmark: 5-12-15]5-12-15 LICENSE – POSTING AND DISPLAY:
A.    Every adult entertainment business license shall be displayed in a prominent place within the adult entertainment business.
B.    Every entertainer and manager shall have his/her license in his/her work area so that it is readily available for inspection by government licensing or law enforcement personnel. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996)
[bookmark: 5-12-16]5-12-16 HOURS OF OPERATION:
It is unlawful for any adult entertainment business to be conducted, operated, or otherwise open to the public between the hours of two o’clock (2:00) A.M. and ten o’clock (10:00) A.M. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996)
[bookmark: 5-12-17]5-12-17 PERSONS UNDER EIGHTEEN PROHIBITED:
A.    It is unlawful for any person under the age of eighteen (18) years to be in any adult entertainment business;
B.    It is unlawful for any owner, manager, or other person in charge of any adult entertainment business to knowingly permit or allow any person under the age of eighteen (18) years to be in or upon such premises. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996)
[bookmark: 5-12-18]5-12-18 ALCOHOL PROHIBITED:
Alcoholic beverages are prohibited from being served or present at any adult entertainment business except if the adult entertainment business licensee possesses a valid Washington State liquor license. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996)
[bookmark: 5-12-19]5-12-19 RECORD KEEPING REQUIREMENTS:
A.    Within thirty (30) days following each calendar quarter, each adult entertainment business licensee shall file with the Director a report signed under penalty of perjury verifying the licensee’s gross receipts and amounts paid to entertainers for the preceding calendar quarter.
B.    Each adult entertainment business licensee shall maintain and retain for a period of two (2) years from the date of termination of employment, the names, addresses, Social Security numbers and ages of all persons employed or otherwise retained as entertainers by the licensee.
C.    Each adult entertainment business licensee shall maintain and retain for a period of two (2) years a record of the name and license of each entertainer by shift and date.
D.    The information required under this Section shall be provided to the Director or his/her designee within thirty (30) days of a written request made by the Director or his/her designee. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996; Ord. 5475, 7-20-2009)
[bookmark: 5-12-20]5-12-20 INSPECTIONS:
(Rep. by Ord. 5475, 7-20-2009)
[bookmark: 5-12-21]5-12-21 FACILITY SPECIFICATIONS FOR ADULT ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESSES PROVIDING ADULT LIVE ENTERTAINMENT:
Adult entertainment businesses providing adult live entertainment must meet the following facility specifications:
A.    Any adult entertainment business performance area shall be at least twenty four inches (24") in elevation above the level of the patron seating areas, and shall be separated by a distance of at least six feet (6') from all areas of the premises to which patrons have access. A continuous railing at least three feet (3') in height, attached to the floor, and located at least six feet (6') from all points of the adult live entertainment performance area shall separate any performance area and patron areas. Should any court of competent jurisdiction find the six foot (6') separation to be unconstitutional, and there is any lesser distance of separation that has been found constitutional or which the court finds constitutional, then this Section shall be deemed amended to provide for that lesser constitutional separation.
B.    Any adult entertainment business performance area must be visible from any entrance into the patron areas. Visibility shall not be blocked or obscured by doors, curtains, drapes, or any other obstruction whatsoever.
C.    No activity or entertainment occurring on the premises shall be visible at any time from any public place.
D.    No entertainer shall be visible from any public place during the entertainer’s hours of employment, or apparent hours of employment, on the premises.
E.    Sufficient lighting shall be provided and equally distributed in and about the parts of the premises which are open to and used by patrons and customers. The standard for sufficient lighting shall be that during all hours of operation all objects are plainly visible and a program, menu, or list printed in 8-point type is readable by the human eye with 20/20 vision from two feet (2') away.
F.    Doors to areas on the premises which are available for use by persons other than the owner and/or manager, or their agents or employees, may not be locked during business hours. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996)
[bookmark: 5-12-22]5-12-22 OWNER DUTIES:
The owner of any adult entertainment business is responsible for the following:
A.    The owner shall be responsible for ensuring that a licensed manager is on duty during all hours of operation of the adult entertainment business.
B.    The owner shall not knowingly allow a violation of this Code to exist or to continue to exist at the adult entertainment business. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996)
[bookmark: 5-12-23]5-12-23 MANAGER DUTIES:
The manager of any adult entertainment business is responsible for the following:
A.    A licensed manager shall be on duty at any adult entertainment business during all hours of operation and shall be present in or have a view of any adult live entertainment performance area and areas of the adult entertainment business, excluding bathrooms, that are open to patrons and/or customers.
B.    The manager shall verify that any entertainer who provides adult live entertainment within the adult entertainment business possesses a current and valid entertainer’s license.
C.    The manager shall ensure that within six (6) hours after an entertainer has provided adult live entertainment, such entertainer shall not serve in any other capacity, including but not limited to being a licensed manager or waitperson.
D.    The manager shall ensure that all patrons and customers are at least eighteen (18) years of age.
E.    The manager shall not knowingly allow a violation of this Code to exist or to continue to exist at the adult entertainment business. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996)
[bookmark: 5-12-24]5-12-24 STANDARDS OF CONDUCT APPLICABLE TO EMPLOYEES, ENTERTAINERS, PATRONS AND CUSTOMERS IN ADULT ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESSES PROVIDING ADULT LIVE ENTERTAINMENT:
A.    The following standards of conduct must be adhered to at all times by employees, entertainers, patrons and customers in adult entertainment businesses providing adult live entertainment:
1.    No employee or entertainer may appear nude in any part of the premises open to view of patrons and/or customers, except in an adult live entertainment performance area. No entertainer may perform anywhere on the premises except in an adult live entertainment performance area.
2.    No patron or customer shall go into or upon an adult live entertainment performance area.
3.    No employee or entertainer mingling with patrons or customers shall be unclothed or in less than opaque and complete attire, costume or clothing so as to expose to view any portion of the female breast below the top of the areola or any portion of the pubic region, anus, buttocks, vulva or genitals; nor shall any male employee or entertainer at any time appear with his genitals in a discernibly turgid state, even if completely and opaquely covered, or wear or use any device or covering which simulates the same.
4.    No employee or entertainer mingling with patrons or customers shall conduct any dance, performance or exhibition in or about the nonstage area of the adult entertainment facility unless that dance, performance or exhibition is performed at a torso-to-torso distance of no less than four feet (4') from the patrons or customers for whom the dance, performance or exhibition is being performed.
5.    No patron, customer, employee or entertainer shall engage in sexual activity on the premises of an adult entertainment facility.
6.    No employee or entertainer shall use artificial devices or inanimate objects to depict sexual activity.
7.    No entertainer shall be visible from any public place outside the premises during the entertainer’s hours of employment or actual hours of employment.
8.    No entertainer shall use any name other than the name(s) stated in the entertainer’s application for his/her entertainer license.
9.    No patron or customer shall give to any entertainer any gratuity or other payment, except for a gratuity for a performance in an adult live entertainment performance area. Any gratuity for such performance shall be placed in a receptacle located at least six feet (6') away from the adult live entertainment performance area.
10.    No entertainer shall solicit, demand, accept, or receive any gratuity or other payment from a patron or customer except for a gratuity for a performance in an adult live entertainment performance area. Any gratuity for such performance shall be placed in a receptacle located at least six feet (6') away from the adult live entertainment performance area.
11.    At least two (2) signs, in English, readable in block print from twenty feet (20') away shall be conspicuously displayed in the public area of the adult cabaret or adult theater stating the following:
    THIS ADULT ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESS IS REGULATED BY THE CITY OF RENTON:
a.    Entertainers and/or patrons are not permitted to engage in any type of sexual activity on the premises;
b.    Entertainers are not permitted to appear nude except in an adult live entertainment performance area;
c.    Entertainers are not permitted to perform except in an adult live entertainment performance area;
d.    Entertainers are prohibited from conducting any dance, performance or exhibition outside of the performance stage area of the adult entertainment establishment unless that dance, performance or exhibition is performed at a distance of no less than four feet (4') from the patrons or customers for whom the dance, performance or exhibition is performed;
e.    Entertainers are not permitted to solicit, demand, accept, or receive any gratuity or other payment from a patron except a gratuity for a performance in an adult live entertainment performance area. Any gratuity for such performance shall be placed in a receptacle located at least six feet away from the adult live entertainment performance area;
f.    Patrons shall not give to any entertainer any gratuity or other payment, except for a gratuity for a performance in an adult live entertainment performance area. Any gratuity for such performance shall be placed in a receptacle located at least six feet away from the adult live entertainment performance area;
g.    Violations are subject to criminal prosecution.
12.    No person may operate or maintain any kind of warning device or system for the purpose of warning or aiding and abetting the warning of any employee, patron, customer or any other person that the police, health, fire or building inspectors or other public officials are approaching or have entered the premises. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1994; Ord. 5475, 7-20-2009)
[bookmark: 5-12-25]5-12-25 STANDARDS OF CONDUCT AND OPERATION APPLICABLE TO ADULT ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESSES THAT ARE ADULT ARCADES:
All adult entertainment businesses that are adult arcades having facilities for customers’ viewing of depictions of human nudity and/or sexual conduct of any nature, including depictions of “sexual activities,” as defined herein, shall comply with the following:
A.    Construction/Maintenance:
1.    Each viewing area shall be visible from a manager’s station at all times and shall not be obscured by any curtain, door, wall, other enclosure, merchandise, display racks or other materials. As used in this Section, “viewing area” means the area where a patron or customer may watch a film, video or other viewing device, and includes any station or booth for individual viewing.
2.    The premises shall be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition at all times.
3.    Sufficient lighting shall be provided and equally distributed in or about the parts of the premises which are open to and used by patrons and customers. The standard for sufficient lighting shall be that during all hours of operation all objects are plainly visible and a program, menu or list printed in 8-point type is readable by the human eye with 20/20 vision from two feet (2') away.
4.    Restrooms may not contain video reproduction equipment.
5.    No steps or risers are allowed in any adult arcade booth or station.
6.    No adult arcade station or booth shall have more than one seat. No seat within an adult arcade station or booth shall have any seat back or side that obscures the occupant of an adult arcade station or booth from view.
7.    The floor coverings in adult arcade stations or booths shall be nonporous, easily cleaned surfaces and shall not consist of rugs or carpeting.
8.    The wall and ceiling surfaces of adult arcade stations or booths shall be constructed of, or permanently covered by, nonporous, easily cleanable material, and shall not consist of wood, plywood, composition board or other porous material within forty eight inches (48") of the floor.
9.    All ventilation devices between the adult arcade stations or booths must be covered by a permanently affixed ventilation cover. Ventilation holes may only be located one foot (1') from the top of the station or booth walls or one foot (1') from the bottom of the station or booth walls. There may not be any other holes or openings in the stations or booths.
10.    Doors to areas on the premises which are available for use by persons other than the owner and/or manager, or their agents or employees, may not be locked during business hours.
B.    Unlawful Conduct: The following conduct or activity is unlawful on the premises:
1.    Masturbation or sexual activity of any kind, and/or
2.    Two (2) or more customers in a viewing station or booth at the same time.
3.    No person may operate any kind of warning device or system for the purpose of warning or aiding and abetting the warning of any employee, patron, customer member or other persons that the police, health, fire or building inspector or other public officials are approaching or have entered the premises.
4.    No person under eighteen (18) years of age shall be permitted in such premises. The employees shall check identification of all patrons and customers upon entering the premises.
C.    Signs: At least two (2) signs, in English, readable in block print from twenty feet (20') away, shall be conspicuously displayed on the premises advising customers using viewing stations or booths that:
1.    Masturbation or sexual activity is prohibited and unlawful on the premises.
2.    It is unlawful for more than one customer to occupy a viewing station or booth at any time.
3.    Violations are subject to criminal prosecution. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996)
[bookmark: 5-12-26]5-12-26 SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF LICENSE:
A.    The Director shall revoke or suspend, for not more than one year, any license issued under this Chapter, and shall notify the license holder in writing of such action, if the Director determines that the license holder has made with the intent to mislead a materially false statement in the application for a license or license renewal. “Materially false statement” means any false statement, oral or written, regardless of its admissibility under the rules of evidence, which could have affected the course or outcome of the license application.
B.    The Director shall revoke or suspend, for not more than two (2) years, any license issued under this Chapter, and shall notify the license holder in writing of such action, if the Director determines that the license holder:
1.    Has a misdemeanor “criminal activity”, as defined herein, arising out of an activity related to adult entertainment, while licensed under this Chapter;
2.    Is currently under suspension or revocation of a license related to adult entertainment issued by the City or any other jurisdiction for a violation which would be a violation under the provisions of this Chapter;
3.    Is adjudicated to be in violation of this Chapter, or in violation of a provision of another jurisdiction which would be a violation under this Chapter, in accordance with the adjudicative proceedings pertaining to this Chapter or by proceedings in another jurisdiction which would be equivalent to those of this Chapter.
C.    The Director shall revoke or suspend, for not more than five (5) years, any license issued under this Chapter, and shall notify the license holder in writing of such action, if the Director determines that the license holder:
1.    Has a felony “criminal activity,” as defined herein, arising out of an activity related to adult entertainment, while licensed under this Chapter;
2.    Commits an act referred to under subsection B above for the second time while licensed under this Chapter.
D.    Upon receipt of a suspension or revocation of a license, the license holder shall promptly deliver the license to the Director. However, if the suspension or revocation is appealed, the license holder need not deliver the license to the Director until the appeal process is completed. In the case of a license suspension, the Director shall return the license to the license holder at the expiration of the suspension period. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1994)
[bookmark: 5-12-27]5-12-27 DENIAL, SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF LICENSE – APPEAL:
The appeals procedure set forth in Section 4-8-110 for appeals of administrative determinations shall apply to appeals brought by any party aggrieved by actions of the Director pursuant to any section of this Chapter; except that each of the following shall also apply: (Amd. Ord. 4723, 5-11-1998)
A.    If an appeal is brought by any party aggrieved by action of the Director pursuant to any section of this Chapter the status quo shall be maintained pending resolution of the controversy and the Director shall not revoke or suspend the aggrieved party’s license prior to resolution of the matter by the Hearing Examiner.
B.    During the course of the appeal proceeding before the Hearing Examiner, the burden of proof shall be upon the Director or his/her designee. (Ord. 5475, 7-20-2009)
C.    If review of a decision of the Hearing Examiner is allowed by general law and is timely sought by any aggrieved party, the status quo shall be maintained pending resolution of the controversy and the Director shall not revoke or suspend the aggrieved party’s license prior to resolution of the matter. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996)
[bookmark: 5-12-28]5-12-28 LIMITATIONS OF LIABILITY:
None of the provisions of this Chapter are intended to create a cause of action or provide the basis for a claim against the City, its officials, or employees for the performance or the failure to perform a duty or obligation running to a specific individual or specific individuals. Any duty or obligation created herein is intended to be a general duty or obligation running in favor of the general public. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996)
[bookmark: 5-12-29]5-12-29 CRIMINAL PENALTIES:
Any person violating any of the conduct provisions of this Chapter, Section 5-12-24 and Section 5-12-25, shall, upon conviction, be guilty of a misdemeanor and punished by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or by imprisonment in the City jail for not more than ninety (90) days, or both. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996)
[bookmark: 5-12-30]5-12-30 CIVIL PENALTY:
Any person who violates any provision of this Chapter, except the conduct standards of Sections 5-12-24 and 5-12-25, shall be subject to a civil penalty in an amount not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) per violation, to be directly assessed by the Director. The Director, in a reasonable manner, may vary the amount of the penalty assessed to consider the appropriateness of the penalty to the size of the business of the violator, the gravity of the violation, the number of past and present violations committed, and the good faith of the violator in attempting to achieve compliance after notification of the violation. All civil penalties assessed will be enforced and collected in accordance with the procedure specified in Section 1-3-2. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996; amd. Ord. 4723, 5-11-1998)
[bookmark: 5-12-31]5-12-31 NUISANCE:
A.    Public Nuisance. Any adult entertainment business operated, conducted, or maintained in violation of this Chapter or any law of the City or the State of Washington shall be, and the same is, declared to be unlawful and a public nuisance. The City may, in addition to or in lieu of any other remedies set forth in this Chapter, commence an action to enjoin, remove or abate such nuisance pursuant to the provisions contained in RMC 1-3-3, Nuisances, and shall take such other steps and apply to such court or courts as may have jurisdiction to grant such relief as will abate or remove such public nuisance, and restrain and enjoin any person from operating, conducting or maintaining any adult entertainment business contrary to the provisions of this chapter and/or RMC 1-3-3.
B.    Moral Nuisance. Any adult entertainment business operated, conducted or maintained contrary to the provisions of Chapter 7.48A RCW, Moral Nuisance, shall be, and the same is declared to be, unlawful and a public and moral nuisance and the City may, in addition to or in lieu of any other remedies set forth herein, commence an action or actions to abate, remove and enjoin such public and moral nuisance, or impose a civil penalty, in the manner provided by Chapter 7.48A RCW. (Ord. 5475, 7-20-2009)
[bookmark: 5-12-32]5-12-32 ADDITIONAL ENFORCEMENT:
Notwithstanding the existence or use of any other remedy, the Director may seek legal or equitable relief to enjoin any acts or practices which constitute or will constitute a violation of this Chapter or other regulation herein adopted. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996; Ord. 5475, 7-20-2009. Formerly RMC 5-12-31.)
[bookmark: 5-12-33]5-12-33 SEVERABILITY:
If any portion of this Chapter as now or hereafter amended, or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the Chapter as whole, or any section, provision, or part thereof not adjudged to be invalid or unconstitutional, and its application to other persons or circumstances shall not be affected. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996; Ord. 5475, 7-20-2009. Formerly RMC 5-12-32.)
[bookmark: 5-12-34]5-12-34 INTENT:
It is the intent of this Chapter to regulate conduct and not to unconstitutionally interfere with State or Federal constitutional rights. To the extent this Chapter implicates constitutional rights, it is the intent of this Chapter to impose only reasonable time, place, and manner restrictions on those constitutional rights. Any reviewing court should consider this statement of intent to arrive at an interpretation of this Chapter which is constitutional. (Ord. 4594, 4-8-1996; Ord. 5475, 7-20-2009. Formerly RMC 5-12-33.)
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[bookmark: 5-13-1]5-13-1 DEFINITIONS:
For the purpose of this Chapter and unless the context plainly requires otherwise, the following definitions are adopted:
DANCE HALL: Any place or premises where a public dance is conducted, including but not limited to all hallways, bathrooms, and all adjoining enclosed areas accessible to the public during the dance.
FIRE MARSHAL: The Renton Fire Marshal or his designee.
PERSON: Includes one or more natural persons, corporations, partnerships or unincorporated associations or other forms of business organization.
POLICE CHIEF: The Renton Police Chief or his designee.
PUBLIC DANCE: Any dance that is open to the public and which: 1) is conducted for a profit, direct or indirect; or 2) requires a monetary payment or contribution from the persons admitted. The term “public dance” does not include a banquet, party or celebration conducted for invited guests which is not open to the public. The term “public dance” does not apply to an establishment bearing a general license to serve alcoholic beverages issued by the Washington State Liquor Control Board, such as a Class H license. The term “public dance” does apply to an establishment, group or individual holding a single-event or short duration liquor license such as a banquet permit, when otherwise falling within the definition of “public dance”. (Ord. 4391, 2-22-93)
[bookmark: 5-13-2]5-13-2 LICENSE REQUIRED, FEE, RENEWALS:
A.    It is unlawful for any person to conduct a public dance within the City without first having obtained and being the holder of a valid and subsisting license for such activity, to be known as a public dance license. The annual fee for a public dance license is two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00). A limited license for a single event is twenty five dollars ($25.00) per event day, but no more than three (3) limited licenses shall be obtained in any calendar month or more than six (6) limited licenses in any calendar year unless the full yearly license has been paid.
B.    The entire annual license fee shall be paid for the applicable calendar year regardless of when the application for license is made, and shall not be prorated for any part of the year except that if the original application for license is made subsequent to June 30, the license fee for the remainder of that year shall be one-half (1/2) of the annual license fee. Annual license renewals shall be obtained and paid in full by January 31 of each calendar year.
C.    There shall be assessed and collected by the Clerk an additional charge computed as a percentage of the license fee, on renewal applications not made when due, including payment of the required fee, on or before January 31 of each calendar year as follows:
    Additional Percentage
Days Past Due    of License Fee
 7 – 30    25%
31 – 60    50%
61 and over    100%
[bookmark: 5-13-3]5-13-3 LICENSE, EXEMPTION AND WAIVER OF PAYMENT:
A.    A license is not required under this Chapter if the dance is conducted by the City of Renton or by a public and/or private school licensed by the State of Washington, if conducted on school property. (Ord. 4641, 11-4-96)
B.    The City Council shall have the right to waive the requirement of payment of the license fee in the case of any dance open to the public which is conducted for a charitable purpose by a nonprofit, tax exempt organization, corporation or association recognized as exempt from Federal income tax pursuant to the Internal Revenue Code. Application for a fee waiver shall be made no less than thirty (30) days prior to the date of the dance for which a license is sought.
[bookmark: 5-13-4]5-13-4 LICENSE, APPLICATION:
A.    Applications for any license pursuant to this Chapter shall be submitted in writing to the Finance Director upon such forms as the Finance Director may prescribe at least thirty (30) days prior to the first dance. In addition to other information requested, application forms shall contain the name and place of residence of the applicant, the address and description of the premises to be licensed and the time and date of the dance or dances to be held. The Finance Director must be notified within ten (10) days of any changes in the information required in this Section.
B.    All applications shall be referred to the Police Chief who shall conduct an investigation as to the truth of the statements contained therein and investigate all other matters pertaining to the criteria for license approval set forth in this Chapter. The Chief of Police shall report to the City Council the results of such investigation, as well as his other findings as to whether the criteria for obtaining a public dance license have been met.
C.    The application shall also be reviewed by the Environmental Review Committee under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA).
[bookmark: 5-13-5]5-13-5 LICENSE, CRITERIA FOR APPROVAL, REAPPLICATIONS:
A.    The Finance Director shall grant a license unless it finds that one or more of the following conditions exist:
1.    The building, structure, equipment or location of the business or dance for which license is sought does not comply with the requirements or fails to meet the standards of the applicable health, zoning, building, fire and safety laws and ordinances of the State of Washington, King County, and the City of Renton, or the requirements of this Chapter;
2.    The applicant or any of the applicant’s officers, directors, partners, operators, employees or any other person involved in the operation of the dance or dance hall has been convicted within the last five (5) years of:
a.    A felony involving a crime of violence (as defined in RCW 9.41.010(2) as
it now exists or as hereafter amended) or any felony under RCW chapter 9A.44, 9A.64, 9A.88 or 69.50; or
b.    A crime involving prostitution, promoting prostitution, prostitution loitering or lewd conduct, or assault on a juvenile.
B.    Any applicant denied a license may reapply and be granted a license if the applicant can show that the basis for such denial no longer exists, or may appeal such denial pursuant to Section 5-13-7, below.
C.    Applications for renewal of a license issued under this Chapter shall be processed and considered according to the criteria for initial issuance of the license.
[bookmark: 5-13-6]5-13-6 CONDITIONS UPON ISSUANCE OF LICENSE, REVIEW OF OPERATIONS:
At the time of granting a license or license renewal pursuant to this Chapter, the Finance Director, when authorized by City Code or State or Federal law, rule or regulation or the Environmental Review Committee pursuant to the State Environmental Policy Act may impose such conditions as necessary to adequately protect the public health, safety and general welfare.
[bookmark: 5-13-7]5-13-7 APPEAL FROM DENIAL OR CONDITIONS:
A.    When the Finance Director refuses to grant a license, or grants a license with conditions, the City shall notify the applicant in writing of the same and shall inform the applicant of his right to a hearing before the Hearing Examiner within ten (10) days of the date of the notice by filing a written notice of appeal which contains a statement of the reasons for the appeal with the Hearing Examiner.
B.    If the applicant timely files a notice of appeal, the applicant shall be afforded a hearing before the Hearing Examiner at which time the applicant shall be afforded an opportunity to show that the conditions imposed are without merit or that the reasons for denial of the license do not justify the denial. After the hearing the examiner shall determine whether the applicant has shown reason to revise the conditions or to issue the license and shall make its final decision.
Any aggrieved party may appeal the Hearing Examiner’s decision by seeking, within ten (10) days of the examiner’s decision, a writ of review from the King County Superior Court. (Ord. 4075, 6-22-87)
[bookmark: 5-13-8]5-13-8 SECURITY PERSONNEL REQUIRED:
A.    It shall be the obligation of every person licensed under this Chapter to insure that an adequate number of qualified security personnel are employed and in attendance during and following each public dance as is necessary in order to maintain order and insure compliance with the laws of the State of Washington and ordinances of the City of Renton. The applicant shall prepare and present to the Police Chief a security plan for the premises, which the Chief shall review and approve if it is in appropriate form. If the Police Chief rejects the security plan then he shall state specifically the reasons why the plan does not provide adequate security and return it to the applicant. The applicant shall then have the obligation to prepare a further security plan until such time as he receives the Police Chief’s approval. Any refusal by the Police Chief to approve a security plan shall be subject to appeal to the Hearing Examiner in accordance with Section 5-13-7 of this Chapter, just as if the decision was that of the Finance Director.
B.    The Police Chief of the City of Renton shall have the right to require an increase in security personnel if the Chief believes the extra security is necessary because of past incidents at the dance hall which threaten public safety, health or welfare or threats or evidence of future incidents that threaten public safety, health or welfare. Any decision of the Chief to require extra security personnel may be appealed to the Hearing Examiner in the manner described in Section 5-13-7. (Ord. 4391, 2-22-93)
[bookmark: 5-13-9]5-13-9 LITTER CONTROL, SECURITY FOR CLEAN UP:
A.    Prior to issuance of any public dance license a cash security deposit in the amount of two hundred dollars ($200.00) shall be submitted to the City Clerk as security for the clean up of all litter resulting from any public dance authorized by the license. In the event the licensee fails to clean up all litter on any public or private property which results from any public dance conducted by the licensee within twenty four (24) hours of the end of the dance, the City may cause such litter to be cleaned up and pay the costs of the clean up out of the security funds. Litter resulting from the public dance shall be limited to that occurring within a one block radius of the location of the dance unless clearly identified to the dance. In the event the cost of the clean up exceeds the amount of funds on deposit, the licensee shall pay such excess costs.
B.    In the event funds are expended out of a security deposit required by this Section, the licensee shall, within five (5) days of receipt of written notice of such expenditure, submit the amount necessary to replenish the security fund to the amount of the full security deposit. No renewal license shall be issued unless the full amount of the security deposit for litter clean up is on deposit with the City at the time of the application for renewal. If funds sufficient to replenish the fund are not received within five (5) days of receipt of written notice then the dance hall license shall be suspended until sufficient funds are received. Within the five (5) days of receipt of notice of deficiency, the dance hall licensee may inform the Finance Director in writing of circumstances justifying nonpayment of additional funds which information shall be considered by the Finance Director and the licensee shall not be suspended if the nonpayment is justified.
C.    If the funds for security for clean up are fully expended within any one week, or if the funds for clean up fall below one hundred dollars ($100.00) twice in any quarter or five (5) times in any year, then the Finance Director shall require an additional cash deposit of not less than two hundred dollars ($200.00) and not more than the greatest one week expenditure for clean up during the prior year.
D.    Upon termination of all activities authorized by a public dance license and cleanup of all litter resulting from such activity, the remainder of all funds deposited as security for litter clean up shall be refunded to the licensee, without interest.
[bookmark: 5-13-10]5-13-10 LOITERING ON PREMISES PROHIBITED:
It shall be the obligation of each person issued a license under this Chapter to use best efforts to prevent loitering of all persons on the premises of the dance hall, including all parking lot and driveway areas used by patrons of the dance hall. Loitering shall not include walking between the entrance to the public dance and parked vehicles, nor shall it include the act of waiting in line to gain admission to the dance. Loitering shall also not include waiting to be admitted to the dance hall when such waiting occurs in an area dedicated or reserved for such waiting.
[bookmark: 5-13-11]5-13-11 AREA FOR WAITING FOR ADMISSION ENTRANCE AND SECURITY:
A.    Any dance hall shall provide an area, which area is not part of the public right-of-way or sidewalks, where patrons may wait for admission to the dance hall. This area shall be clearly marked. The number of persons permitted in this area shall be limited to a number of persons reasonably likely to obtain admission to the dance hall within thirty (30) minutes considering the normal rate of turnover of patrons within the dance hall. At no time shall the number of patrons waiting exceed the permitted occupancy load of the dance hall as established by the Fire Code and Fire Marshal. The dance hall operator shall provide security personnel to control the waiting area one hour before opening and throughout the hours of operation. The security personnel shall use their best efforts to prevent persons seeking admission but not permitted in the waiting area from congregating on the public right-of-way or sidewalks, and the security personnel shall require such persons to leave the property under control at the dance hall.
B.    All persons admitted to the dance hall shall be admitted through a single entrance where the occupancy load can be monitored.
C.    The management of any dance hall shall prohibit any person under the influence of intoxicants or drugs from entering the dance hall and shall expel any person under such condition if found within the premises.
[bookmark: 5-13-12]5-13-12 REVOCATION OR SUSPENSION OF LICENSE:
A.    After giving notice to the licensee of the right to a hearing pursuant to the procedures set forth in this Ordinance, and conducting a hearing if a timely request is filed, the Finance Director may suspend or revoke any license issued pursuant to this Chapter where one or more of the following conditions exist:
1.    The license was procured by fraud or false representation of material fact in the application or in any report or record required to be filed;
2.    The building, structure, equipment or location of the business or dance for which the license was issued does not comply with the requirements or fails to meet the standards of the applicable health, zoning, building, fire and safety laws and ordinances of the State of Washington, King County, and the City of Renton, or the requirements of this Chapter;
3.    The applicant or any of the applicant’s officers, directors, partners, operators, or with the applicant’s actual or imputed knowledge employees or any other person involved in the operation of the dance or dance hall has been convicted within the last five (5) years of:
a.    A felony involving a crime of violence (as defined in RCW 9.41.010(2) as it now exists or as hereafter amended) or any felony under RCW chapters 9A.44, 9A.64, 9A.88 or 69.50; or
b.    A crime involving prostitution, promoting prostitution, prostitution loitering or lewd conduct, or assault on a juvenile.
4.    The licensee or his employee, agent, partner, director, officer or manager has knowingly allowed or permitted:
a.    A felony involving a crime of violence (as defined in RCW 9.41.010(2) as it now exists or as hereafter amended) or any felony under RCW chapters 9A.44, 9A.64, 9A.88 or 69.50 to occur in or upon the dance hall premises;
b.    A crime involving prostitution, promoting prostitution, prostitution loitering or lewd conduct, or assault on a juvenile to occur in or upon the dance hall premises;
c.    Any unlawful act of sexual intercourse, sodomy, oral copulation, or masturbation to be committed in or upon the dance hall premises; or
d.    The dance hall premises to be used as a place in which unlawful solicitations for sexual intercourse, sodomy, oral copulation or masturbation occur; or
e.    The possession or consumption of liquor by persons under the age of twenty one (21) years, in or upon dance hall premises; or
f.    The giving or supplying of liquor to any person under the age of twenty one (21) years; or
g.    The use by any person in or upon the dance hall premises of marijuana, cocaine or any other controlled substance (as defined in RCW 69.50.101[d] as now exists or as hereafter amended) not prescribed by a licensed physician for use by the person possessing or using the substance.
h.    Violation of any condition placed upon a license issued pursuant to this Chapter, of this Ordinance, or of any other applicable law or ordinance, which the Finance Director finds constitutes an unreasonable interference with surrounding land uses or is otherwise unreasonably detrimental to the public welfare;
i.    Failure to timely file and pay any admissions tax or other fee owing to the City of Renton;
j.    Any person under the influence of intoxicants or drugs onto or to remain within the premises.
B.    If the Finance Director finds that any of the conditions set forth in this Chapter exists and that the existence of such condition constitutes a threat of immediate and serious injury or damage to person or property, and in the case of conditions which may be eliminated by the licensee, that notice of the conditions have been given to the licensee and at least twenty four (24) hours have expired without the elimination of such conditions, the Finance Director may immediately suspend any license issued under this Chapter without prior opportunity to be heard, in which event the licensee shall be entitled to appeal the decision to the Hearing Examiner in accordance with Section 5-13-7 of this Chapter. The notice of immediate suspension of license given pursuant to this subsection shall include a statement of the conditions found to exist that constitutes a threat of immediate and serious injury or damage to persons or property, and shall also inform the applicant of his right to appeal within ten (10) days of the date of the notice by filing a written notice of appeal which contains a statement of the reasons for the appeal with the City Clerk.
C.    Revocation of any license issued under this Chapter shall be accomplished pursuant to Section 5-13-7.
D.    Any decision of the Finance Director to revoke or suspend a dance hall license may be appealed to the Hearing Examiner within ten (10) days of the Finance Director’s decision. The appellant shall pay a seventy five dollar ($75.00) fee as a condition of filing such appeal.
E.    Any aggrieved party may appeal the Hearing Examiner’s decision rendered under parts B and D of this Section, by seeking, within ten (10) days of the examiner’s decision, a writ of review from the King County Superior Court.
[bookmark: 5-13-13]5-13-13 AGE RESTRICTIONS:
A.    No person conducting a public dance or maintaining a public dance hall shall knowingly allow persons under the age of sixteen (16) years to enter or remain in the dance hall without a parent or legal guardian present.
B.    It is the responsibility of the person conducting and/or operating a public dance to require identification showing the age of each person admitted. A valid Washington State driver’s license or photo identification card issued by the Washington State Department of Licensing shall be the only acceptable forms of proof of age.
C.    Every person who knowingly or recklessly allows a person to enter or remain in violation of this Section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
D.    Any person who affirmatively misrepresents his or her age to obtain admission to or permission to remain in any public dance in violation of this Chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
[bookmark: 5-13-14]5-13-14 HOURS OF OPERATION:
No public dance hall to which any person under the age of eighteen (18) years may be admitted shall be operated past the hour of twelve o’clock (12:00) midnight on any school night. No public dance shall be operated past the hour of two o’clock (2:00) A.M. on any other day. For the purpose of this Section, the term “school night” means any night preceding a day upon which public schools within the City of Renton are scheduled to operate.
[bookmark: 5-13-15]5-13-15 PUBLIC DANCE, READMISSION FEE:
No person conducting or operating a public dance or public dance hall shall permit any person, other than an employee, to leave the dance or dance hall and return unless that person pays a readmission fee equal to the original price of admission.
[bookmark: 5-13-16]5-13-16 ACCESS, BY POLICE AND FIRE OFFICERS:
All police and fire officers of the City of Renton shall have free access to public dances and dance halls when a dance is being conducted, for the purpose of inspection and to enforce compliance with the provisions of this Chapter and other applicable City, County and State health, zoning, building, fire and safety ordinances and laws.
[bookmark: 5-13-17]5-13-17 LICENSE LIMITED TO LICENSEE AND LOCATION:
Any license issued under the provisions of this Chapter shall apply to a single licensee and to a single location only and shall not be transferable to other locations or to other persons.
[bookmark: 5-13-18]5-13-18 APPLICABILITY:
All dance halls required to be licensed by this Chapter within the City of Renton shall be regulated by the provisions of this Chapter, regardless of whether a public dance license or business license was obtained from the City prior to or after the effective date of the ordinance codified in this Chapter. (Ord. 4075, 6-22-87)
[bookmark: 5-13-19]5-13-19 VIOLATIONS OF THIS CHAPTER AND PENALTIES:
Unless otherwise specified, violations of this Chapter are misdemeanors subject to RMC 1‑3‑1. (Ord. 4856, 8-21-00; Ord. 5159, 10-17-05)
CHAPTER 14
LID ASSESSMENT FORECLOSURE PROCEDURE
SECTION:
5-14-1:    Duty Of Director Of Finance
5-14-2:    Duty Of Attorney
5-14-3:    Date Of Commencement Of Foreclosure
5-14-4:    Collection Of Attorney’s Fees For Foreclosing Delinquent Liens
5-14-5:    Acceleration On Default
5-14-6:    Time And Place Of Sale
[bookmark: 5-14-1]5-14-1 DUTY OF DIRECTOR OF FINANCE:
It shall be the duty of the Director of Finance on or before the first day of March, June, September and December of each year, with the assistance and advice of the City Attorney, to prepare and issue a certificate of all local improvement assessments which are more than two (2) years delinquent on the first day of January preceding or the final installment of which shall be delinquent for more than one year, for the purpose of foreclosing the same and deliver the same to the Attorney for such proceedings as may be necessary. (Ord. 846, 5-8-29; amd. Ord. 2845, 4-15-74)
[bookmark: 5-14-2]5-14-2 DUTY OF ATTORNEY:
It shall be the duty of the Attorney with such legal assistance as the Council may have provided to proceed with any such action as provided in this Act. (Ord. 846, 5-8-29)
[bookmark: 5-14-3]5-14-3 DATE OF COMMENCEMENT OF FORECLOSURE:
On any date after the date when two (2) installments of any Local Improvement District assessments are delinquent, the Finance Director of the City is authorized to send a delinquent assessment notice to the address last known to the Finance Director stating the amount due upon each separate lot, tract or parcel of property, and that foreclosure proceedings will be commenced thirty (30) days after receipt of the notice. If the person whose name appears on the tax roll of the County Assessor as owner of the property or the address shown for the owner differs from that appearing on the City’s assessment roll, the Finance Director shall also mail a copy to that person or that address. Upon failure to pay the delinquent assessment and the passage of thirty (30) days, the City Attorney is authorized to commence foreclosure by any method provided in RCW title 35, including RCW 35.50.220 and 35.50.250.
[bookmark: 5-14-4]5-14-4 COLLECTION OF ATTORNEY’S FEES FOR FORECLOSING DELINQUENT LIENS:
Should any person or property against which a LID lien is imposed not pay those assessments as they become due, and should it be necessary for the City to institute an action or proceeding to foreclose on the lien of these assessments, then the City shall have the right to claim its costs and a reasonable attorney’s fee for the prosecution of such assessment lien foreclosure proceeding. Any judgment for attorney’s fees and costs shall constitute a portion of the judgment to be enforced by foreclosing of the lien and such attorney’s fees and costs shall be paid before the assessments shall be considered paid current.
[bookmark: 5-14-5]5-14-5 ACCELERATION ON DEFAULT:
Should any property assessed under an LID fail to pay yearly assessments as they come due for two (2) or more successive years, then the City may at its discretion, accelerate the full amount of the remaining LID assessments and demand payment of that full amount. Should the City initiate litigation to foreclose on the lien of the LID assessments, then the City shall have the option to claim in that litigation the full amount of the unpaid LID assessments thus accelerated; provided that the payment of all the delinquent installments, together with interest, penalty and costs at any time before entry of judgment and foreclosure shall extend the time of payment on the remainder of the assessment as if there had been no delinquency or foreclosure.
[bookmark: 5-14-6]5-14-6 TIME AND PLACE OF SALE:
Should the City obtain a judgment or order of sale authorizing the Finance Director of the City to sell any property or delinquent LID liens which have been foreclosed, then the Finance Director shall schedule the sale at ten o’clock (10:00) A.M. on any Friday of any month on the steps of the Renton Municipal Building or such other place to which the sale may be adjourned from the front steps of the Renton Municipal Building. (Ord. 3847, 10-1-84)
CHAPTER 18 
LODGING TAX
SECTION:
5-18-1:    Definitions
5-18-2:    Levied
5-18-3:    Additional To Other Taxes
5-18-4:    Fund Created; Investments
5-18-5:    Collection And Administration
5-18-6:    Violation; Penalty
5-18-7:    Severability
[bookmark: 5-18-1]5-18-1 DEFINITIONS:
The definitions of “selling price,” “seller,” “buyer,” “consumer,” and all other definitions in this section are as contained in RCW 82.08.010 and subsequent amendments thereto, which are adopted herein by reference as if fully set forth. Definitions of the terms “acquisition,” “municipality,” “operation,” “person,” “tourism,” “tourism promotion,” “tourism-related facility” and “tourist” are as set forth in RCW 67.28.080 and subsequent amendments thereto, which are adopted by reference as if fully set forth herein. (Ord. 4697, 12-15-97)
[bookmark: 5-18-2]5-18-2 LEVIED:
There is hereby levied a special excise tax of one percent (1%) on the sale of or charge made for the furnishing of lodging that is subject to tax under Chapter 82.08 RCW. The tax imposed applies to the sale of or charge for the furnishing of lodging by a hotel, rooming house, tourist court, motel, or trailer camp, and the granting of any similar license to use real property, as distinguished from the renting or leasing of real property. It shall be presumed that the occupancy of real property for a continuous period of one month or more constitutes a rental or lease of real property and not a mere license to use and enjoy the same. (Ord. 4697, 12-15-97)
[bookmark: 5-18-3]5-18-3 ADDITIONAL TO OTHER TAXES:
The tax levied in this chapter shall be in addition to any license fee or any other tax imposed or levied under any law or any other ordinance of the City. (Ord. 4697, 12-15-97)
[bookmark: 5-18-4]5-18-4 FUND CREATED; INVESTMENTS:
There is created a special fund in the treasury of the City and all taxes collected under this chapter shall be placed in this special fund to be used solely for the purpose of paying all or any part of the cost of tourism promotion, or acquisition of or operation of tourism-related facilities or to pay for other uses as authorized in Chapter 67.28 RCW, as now permitted or hereafter amended. Until withdrawn for use, the monies accumulated in such fund may be invested in interest bearing securities by the county or City treasurer, or agent for the City, in any manner authorized by law. (Ord. 4697, 12-15-97)
[bookmark: 5-18-5]5-18-5 COLLECTION AND ADMINISTRATION:
The Department of Revenue is designated as an agent of the City for purposes of collection and administration of the tax. All rules and regulations adopted by the Department of Revenue for the administration of the Department and this chapter are adopted by reference. The Department of Revenue is authorized to prescribe and utilize such forms and reporting procedures as the Department may deem necessary and appropriate. (Ord. 4697, 12-15-97)
[bookmark: 5-18-6]5-18-6 VIOLATION; PENALTY:
It is unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to violate or fail to comply with any of the provisions of this chapter, and such violation shall constitute a misdemeanor. Every person convicted of a violation of any provision of this chapter shall be punishable by a fine in a sum not to exceed $500.00. Each day of violation shall be considered a separate offense. (Ord. 4697, 12-15-97)
[bookmark: 5-18-7]5-18-7 SEVERABILITY:
If any sentence, clause, or portion of this Chapter shall be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section, sentence, clause or phrase of this Chapter. (Ord. 4697, 12-15-97)
CHAPTER 20
PEDDLER’S LICENSE
SECTION:
5-20-1:    Definition Of Peddler
5-20-2:    Permit Required – Exemptions
5-20-3:    Permit – Application
5-20-4:    Investigation Of Applicant – Issuance And Denial Of Permit
5-20-5:    Permit – Exhibit
5-20-6:    Permit – Expiration
5-20-7:    Permit – Revocation
5-20-8:    Right Of Appeal
5-20-9:    Use Of Streets
5-20-10:    Hours And Notice
5-20-11:    Records
5-20-12:    Penalty For Violation
[bookmark: 5-20-1]5-20-1 DEFINITION OF PEDDLER:
A peddler is defined as follows:
A.    All persons, both principals and agents, as well as employers and employees, who shall sell, offer for or expose for sale, or who shall trade, deal or traffic in any personal property or services in the City by going from house to house or from place to place or by indiscriminately approaching individuals.
B.    Sales by sample or for future delivery, and executory contracts of sale by solicitors or peddlers are embraced within the proceeding subsection; provided, however, that this Chapter is not applicable to any sales person or canvasser who solicits trade from wholesale or retail dealers within the City.
C.    Any person, both principals and agents, as well as employers and employees, who, while selling or offering for sale any goods, wares, merchandise or anything of value, stands in a doorway or any unenclosed vacant lot, parcel of land or in any other place not used by such person as a permanent place of business. (Ord. 4752, 11-23-98)
[bookmark: 5-20-2]5-20-2 PERMIT REQUIRED – EXEMPTIONS:
A.    No person, corporation, partnership or other organization shall engage in the business of a peddler within the City limits without first obtaining a permit therefor as provided in this Chapter. If any individual is acting as an agent for or employed by an individual, corporation, partnership or other organization, both the individual and the employer or principal for whom the individual is peddling must obtain a permit as provided in this Chapter.
B.    The following persons are exempt from the permit requirements and fee provisions of this Chapter:
1.    Farmers who peddle agricultural, horticultural, or farm products which they have actually grown, harvested or produced;
2.    Any person who is specifically requested to call upon others for the purpose of displaying goods, literature or giving information about any article, service or product;
3.    Charitable, religious or nonprofit organizations or corporations which have received tax exempt status under 26 U.S.C. 501(c)(3) or other similar civic, charitable or nonprofit organizations; and
4.    Newspaper carriers. (Ord. 4752, 11-23-98)
[bookmark: 5-20-3]5-20-3 PERMIT – APPLICATION:
A.    Applicants for a permit under this Chapter must file with the Finance Department a sworn application in writing on a form to be furnished by the City.
B.    All applications shall provide the following information on the application, with sufficient proof of identification:
1.    Name, date of birth and description of the applicant;
2.    Address and telephone number;
3.    A brief description of the nature of the business and the goods or services to be sold;
4.    If employed or acting as an agent, the name and address of the employer or principal, together with the description of the exact relationship with the principal or employer;
5.    If a vehicle is to be used, a description of the same, including the license number;
6.    A photograph of the applicant, taken within 60 days immediately prior to the date of filing the application, which picture shall be 2 inches x 2 inches showing the head and shoulders of the applicant in a clear and distinguishing manner;
7.    A statement as to whether or not the applicant has been convicted of any crime within the last ten years, including misdemeanors, gross misdemeanors, or violations of any municipal ordinance, the nature of the offense, and the punishment or penalty assessed therefor;
8.    All sales to occur on a parcel of land must be upon property zoned CA and the following must accompany the application:
a.    Signature of the property owner authorizing use of parcel;
b.    A site plan showing the location of the sales area, the nearest driveway and the nearest fire hydrant; and
9.    Such other information as may be required by the City.
C.    Any individual, corporation, partnership or other organization which acts as the principal or employer for individual peddlers shall obtain a permit as provided herein and shall provide the following information on the application in addition to any information required as set forth above:
1.    The applicant’s name, address and telephone number and the names and addresses of all individuals who are employed by or acting as an agent for the applicant;
2.    If a corporation, the names, addresses and telephone numbers of the corporation’s board of directors, principal officers and registered agent; provided, however, that the Finance Department may waive any portion of this requirement when disclosure would be unduly burdensome;
3.    If a partnership, the names, addresses and telephone numbers of the partners;
4.    A list of any criminal convictions during the past ten years for the applicant, any owners of the business, and, if a corporation, the board of directors and officers;
5.    Name, address and telephone numbers (business and home) of the individual, if applicable, acting as the manager for the applicants;
6.    A list of all other cities, towns and counties where the applicant has obtained a peddler’s permit or similar permit within the past five years; and
7.    Such other information as may be required by the City.
D.    At the time of filing the application, each applicant shall pay a nonrefundable fee in the amount of $75.00 to cover the City’s cost of investigation and the issuance of a permit, including each peddler, principals and/or employer. (Ord. 4752, 11-23-98; Ord. 5432, 12-8-08)
[bookmark: 5-20-4]5-20-4 INVESTIGATION OF APPLICANT – ISSUANCE AND DENIAL OF PERMIT:
A.    The Finance Department shall refer the application to the Police Department which shall determine the accuracy of the information contained in the application and conduct a criminal history background investigation of the applicant. Upon completion, the Police Department shall forward a recommendation for approval or denial to the Finance Department.
B.    If, as a result of the investigation, the character and business responsibility of the applicant are found to be satisfactory, the Finance Department shall issue the permit to the applicant. The Finance Department shall deny the applicant the permit if the applicant has:
1.    Committed any act consisting of fraud or misrepresentations;
2.    Committed any act which, if committed by a permit holder, would be grounds for suspension or revocation of a permit;
3.    Within the previous ten years, been convicted of a misdemeanor or felony directly relating to the occupation of peddler, including, but not limited to, those misdemeanors and felonies involving moral turpitude, fraud or misrepresentation;
4.    Been refused a permit under the provisions of this Chapter; providing, however, that any applicant denied a permit under the provisions of this Chapter may reapply if and when the reasons for denial no longer exist; or
5.    Made any false or misleading statement in the application.
C.    The denial of a permit to an individual, corporation, partnership or other organization which serves as the employer or principal for individual peddlers shall be a sufficient basis to deny a permit to the individual applicants who are employed by or acting as an agent for the applicant. (Ord. 4752, 11-23-98)
[bookmark: 5-20-5]5-20-5 PERMIT – EXHIBIT:
Peddlers are required to exhibit their permit displayed on their person and fully visible while conducting any peddling activities. (Ord. 4752, 11-23-98)
[bookmark: 5-20-6]5-20-6 PERMIT – EXPIRATION:
All permits issued pursuant to this Chapter are nontransferable and should be valid for the calendar year in which issued. License fees shall not be prorated for any portion of the year. (Ord. 4752, 11-23-98)
[bookmark: 5-20-7]5-20-7 PERMIT – REVOCATION:
A.    Permits issued pursuant to this Chapter may be revoked by the Finance Department after notice and hearing for any of the following causes:
1.    Fraud, misrepresentation or false statement contained in the application for permits;
2.    Fraud, misrepresentation or false statements made in the course of carrying on the business as a peddler;
3.    Any other violation of this Chapter;
4.    Conviction after submission of the application for a peddler’s permit of a felony or misdemeanor directly relating to the occupation of peddler, including, but not limited to, those misdemeanors and felonies involving moral turpitude, fraud or misrepresentation; or
5.    Conducting the business of peddling in any unlawful manner or such manner as to constitute a breach of the peace or to constitute a menace to the health, safety and general welfare of the public.
B.    The revocation of any permit held by an individual, corporation, partnership or other organization which serves as the employer or principal for individual peddlers shall constitute a basis for revoking the permit issued to individual applicants who are employed by or acting as agents for such individual, corporation, partnership or organization.
C.    The revocation of a permit for three or more persons who are employees or agents of an individual, corporation, partnership or organization shall constitute a basis for revoking the permit issued to the employer or principal, as well as the permits issued to all other employees or agents of that employer or principal.
D.    Notice of revocation of a permit shall be given by the Finance Department in writing, setting forth specifically the grounds of the complaint and the time and place of hearing. In addition, it shall state that the peddler’s permit shall be suspended pending the outcome of such hearing. Such notice shall be mailed, postage prepaid, to the permit holder at his or her last known address. The revocation shall become final if no appeal is requested as provided in Section 5-20-8. If the permit holder is an individual, corporation, partnership or organization which employs or serves as the principal for individual permit holders, the notice shall also be mailed to the individual permit holders. (Ord. 4752, 11-23-98)
[bookmark: 5-20-8]5-20-8 RIGHT OF APPEAL:
Any person aggrieved by the action of the Finance Department in the denial of an application for permit or in the decision to revoke a permit as provided in this Chapter shall have the right to appeal to the City Hearing Examiner. Such appeal shall be taken by filing with the City Clerk, within ten days after notice of the action complained of has been mailed to such person’s last known address, a written statement setting forth fully the grounds for the appeal. The Hearing Examiner shall set a time and place for a de novo hearing on such appeal and notice of such hearing shall be given to the applicant in the same manner as provided in this Chapter for notice of hearing on revocation. The decision and order of the Hearing Examiner on such appeal shall be final and conclusive. Hearings shall be held within 21 days of the day the request is received by the City. (Ord. 4752, 11-23-98)
[bookmark: 5-20-9]5-20-9 USE OF STREETS:
No peddler shall have any exclusive right to any location in the public streets, nor be permitted a stationary location, nor be permitted to operate in any congested area where operations might impede or inconvenience the public. For the purpose of this Section, the judgment of a police officer, exercised in good faith, shall be conclusive as to whether the area is congested or the public impeded or inconvenienced. (Ord. 4752, 11-23-98)
[bookmark: 5-20-10]5-20-10 HOURS AND NOTICE:
No person shall engage in the business of peddler between the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. (Ord. 4752, 11-23-98)
[bookmark: 5-20-11]5-20-11 RECORDS:
The Police Department shall report to the Finance Department all convictions for violations of this Chapter, and the Finance Department shall maintain a record for each permit issued and record the reports of violation therein. (Ord. 4752, 11-23-98)
[bookmark: 5-20-12]5-20-12 PENALTY FOR VIOLATION:
Any person who violates any of the provisions of this Chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be punished by a fine of up to $1,000 and/or imprisonment for a term not to exceed 90 days. (Ord. 4752, 11-23-98)
CHAPTER 21
PROCEDURE UPON OVERPAYMENT AND APPEALS
SECTION:
5-21-1:    Procedure Upon Overpayment
5-21-2:    Appeals
[bookmark: 5-21-1]5-21-1 PROCEDURE UPON OVERPAYMENT:
A.    Whenever, upon petition by a taxpayer for a refund or otherwise, the department determines that a sum paid for taxes under this Title was in excess of the amount properly due within a three-year period preceding the departmental determination or written petition for a refund, and a refund is payable, the department credits the overpayment to the taxpayer’s account or refunds it at the taxpayer’s option. Department decisions may be appealed as provided in Section 5-21-2.
B.    Petitions for refunds must state, in writing:
1.    The taxpayer’s name, address and telephone;
2.    The dates of payment of tax, method of payment, amount and proof of payment;
3.    The tax periods involved and taxpayer’s gross income from business activity in the city for said period; and
4.    Reasons why a refund is proper.
C.    Refunds may be denied or limited, in the Director of Finance’s discretion, when it appears that:
1.    Information supplied by the taxpayer is materially misleading, incomplete, false, or fraudulent;
2.    The overpayment was the result of taxpayer negligence or careless oversight; or
3.    The tax was paid without written protest, delivered with payment to the department, under circumstances in which the taxpayer knew or should have known of an objection or basis of claim for overpayment.
D.    Refunds accrue interest at the rate allowed in RCW 82.32.060 for refund of state taxes.
E.    No provision of this Title extends the time necessary for a taxpayer to commence a legal action. No provision creates a right to a refund except and to the extent required by the Constitution and laws of the State of Washington or the United States. (Ord. 4882, 12-18-00)
[bookmark: 5-21-2]5-21-2 APPEALS:
A.    The department’s determination of tax owing, including penalties and interest, may be appealed by filing, in proper form, an appeal with the Hearing Examiner within twenty (20) days of the date of determination. Copies are also to be provided by the appealing party in such time to the City Attorney and the department. The date of determination is the date reflected therein or, if mailed, three (3) days from the date of mailing, whichever is later. “Filing” requires actual receipt. As a further condition of appeal a taxpayer must tender to the City Treasurer, pending the outcome of the appeal, the full amount of all taxes, fees, penalties and delinquencies assessed by the City and must pay under written protest setting forth all of the grounds upon which such tax is claimed to be unlawful or excessive. (Ord. 5596, 4-4-11)
B.    To be accepted, in proper form, as timely, appeals must show:
1.    The taxpayer’s name, telephone number and business address;
2.    The tax period and taxpayer’s gross income from business activity in the City for that period with which the appeal is concerned;
3.    A receipt or other proof from the City Treasurer showing payment of the amount determined owing by the Department;
4.    The amount of tax, interest and penalty the taxpayer contends is due and method of calculation; and
5.    Reasons why a correction should be granted. The appeal must be signed, verified under oath and dated by an authorized representative of the taxpayer.
C.    At the hearing the determination appealed from is regarded as prima facie correct. The Hearing Examiner may require any party to the appeal to testify under oath and upon personal knowledge and to produce documents or records deemed relevant or necessary. The Hearing Examiner preserves a record of the hearing in such form and manner as the Examiner may deem proper. The Examiner may reverse or modify the Department’s decision and may assess the correct amount of tax, penalty, or interest due if the Examiner determines the assessment violates the provisions of this Chapter or is contrary to law. The decision of the Hearing Examiner is final, subject to review by either party under the provisions of RCW 7.16.040, so long as the appealing party files and serves upon all necessary parties the petition for granting a writ of review within 20 days of the date of issuance of the Examiner’s decision. (Ord. 4882, 12-18-00)
CHAPTER 22
SPECIAL EVENT PERMITS
SECTION:
5-22-1:    Purpose And Intent
5-22-2:    Definitions
5-22-3:    Special Events Committee
5-22-4:    Permit Required
5-22-5:    Application
5-22-6:    Conditions Of Approval
5-22-7:    Appeal Procedure
5-22-8:    Indemnification Agreement
5-22-9:    Insurance
5-22-10:    Cost Recovery For Special Events
5-22-11:    Cleaning And Restoration Deposit
5-22-12:    Revocation Of Permits
5-22-13:    Violation – Penalty
5-22-14:    Savings Clause
[bookmark: 5-22-1]5-22-1 PURPOSE AND INTENT:
A.    To provide for the issuance of special event permits to regulate events on the public streets and public property of the City, and private property where the event has potential to substantially impact traffic or public services; and
B.    To provide for fees, charges, and procedures in order to recoup costs associated with the event and administration of the permit process. (Ord. 5546, 6-28-10)
[bookmark: 5-22-2]5-22-2 DEFINITIONS:
APPLICANT: The authorized agent of the organizer who completes the application and acts as primary contact for the special event.
EVENT PARTICIPANT: A person in attendance at an event, including spectators, vendors, event staff, and City staff.
PARADE: Any organized group marching or in a procession, whether on foot, animal, or vehicle.
PERMIT: Written governmental permission issued by an authorized official, empowering the holder thereof to do some act not forbidden by law but not allowed without such authorization.
PRIVATE EVENT: An event which uses public property or the public right-of-way for the purpose of monetary or personal gain by any person, partnership, group, organization, company, or corporation or which is closed to the general public or on private property where the event has potential to substantially impact traffic or public services.
PUBLIC EVENT: An event which is open to the public and does not meet the definition of private event.
SPECIAL EVENT: Any function or gathering that is to be conducted on public property, on public rights-of-way, or on private property that will generate or invite considerable public participation and/or spectators, and may have an impact on transportation, public services or public safety, for a particular and limited purpose and time. Including but not limited to:
A.    Fun runs, roadway foot races, fundraising walks, auctions, bike-a-thons, car shows, parades, carnivals, shows or exhibitions, filming/movies, circuses, block parties, and fairs.
B.    Planned events in a park or other public place if the event use requires or organizer requests the City to provide any public services in addition to those that would normally be provided in the absence of the event.
C.    Any event held on private property that would have a direct substantial impact on traffic congestion or traffic flow to and from the event over public streets or rights-of-way near the event, or that would substantially impact the need for City-provided emergency services such as police, fire, or medical aid.
D.    Events on private property involving an open invitation to the public to attend or events where the attendance is by private invitation and is expected to have occupant load exceeding three hundred (300) in a location that does not have a place of assembly permit and is presumed to be an event that will have a direct substantial impact on the public streets, rights-of-way or emergency services.
E.    Events involving political or religious activity intended primarily for the communication or expression of ideas.
SUBSTANTIAL IMPACT: An outcome indicated when an event would preclude in whole or in significant part the public’s normal and customary use of a park, public place, public sidewalk, driveway or roadway.
SUBSTANTIAL PUBLIC SERVICES: A material increase in the amount, scope or level of necessary fire, police, traffic control, crowd control, or other public resources above those that would normally be required without the event. With respect to police resources, “substantial public services” means resources for crowd management or traffic control required for the event. It also includes instances where Fire and Emergency Services Department personnel are impacted by the volume of participants, or when environmental conditions are such that the impact to the crowds would be anticipated and that these conditions would reduce the effectiveness of on-duty personnel requiring the recall of sufficient personnel to assist the participants as well as maintaining the required level of service to the City.
USE: To construct, erect, or maintain in, on, over or under any street, right-of-way, park or other public place, building, structure, sign, equipment or scaffolding, or to alter any public right-of-way by painting, spraying or writing on the surface thereof, or to otherwise occupy in such a manner as to obstruct the normal public use of any public street, right-of-way, park or other public place within the City, including a use related to special events. (Ord. 5546, 6-28-10)
[bookmark: 5-22-3]5-22-3 SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE:
A.    The Special Events Committee may consist of representatives from City departments and/or other agencies and be under the lead of the Community Services Department Administrator or designee.
B.    The Special Events Committee is responsible for:
1.    Determining whether an event requires a special event permit pursuant to the guidelines established in this chapter.
2.    Establishing terms and conditions and appropriate fees.
3.    Approving, approving with conditions or denying the permits.
4.    Granting, or granting with conditions, an exemption to the noise level regulations set forth in RMC 8-7 if the Committee determines that the special event is an event open to the general public and that the use of sound amplification equipment will not endanger the public’s health, safety or property.
5.    Granting, or granting with conditions, an exemption to any of the business license regulations set forth in RMC 5-5 if the Committee determines that any of the activities associated with and sponsored by the special event are in conformance with all other applicable City regulations related to zoning, safety and property. (Ord. 5546, 6-28-10)
[bookmark: 5-22-4]5-22-4 PERMIT REQUIRED:
A.    A special event permit is required for any special event as defined in this chapter. Either a special event permit or authorization shall be required in addition to any street or park use permit, or other regular permits as may be required by ordinance.
B.     Exemptions: A special event permit is not required for the following:
1.    Parades, athletic events, or other special events that occur exclusively on City property and are conducted in full by the City of Renton.
2.    Park facility rentals meeting rental requirements.
3.    Funeral procession by a licensed mortuary.
4.    Gatherings of fifty (50) or fewer people in a City park, unless merchandise or services are offered for sale or trade.
5.    Temporary and seasonal sales conducted by businesses, such as holiday sales, grand opening sales, or anniversary sales.
6.    Garage sales and rummage sales.
7.    The Community Services Department Administrator or designee may authorize other exemptions where the proposed event meets the purpose and intent of this chapter without requiring additional project conditions or charges. Such exemptions may include minor events with limited or no impacts to traffic or public services, such as small filming events. (Ord. 5546, 6-28-10)
[bookmark: 5-22-5]5-22-5 APPLICATION:
A.    Applications for a special event permit must be filed with the City at least ninety (90) days prior to the date(s) on which the event is to occur.
B.    When a special event permit is required, the Special Events Committee shall advise the organizer of all other City permits that appear to be required for the event based on information contained in the application and assist the organizer in contacting other departments to apply for all other permits in a timely manner.
C.    Complete Applications – Form and Content: The Community Services Department shall prescribe the form and content for complete applications made pursuant to this chapter. The requirements shall be made available to the public in a form that clearly explains what material must be submitted for an application to be considered complete. Certain submittal requirements may be waived by the Administrator or designee, if the applicant can demonstrate that normally required information is not relevant to the proposed action and is not required to show that an application complies with applicable City codes and regulations.
D.     Waiver of Application Deadline: Upon a showing of good cause or at the discretion of the Special Events Committee, the Committee shall consider an application that is filed after the filing deadline if there is sufficient time to process and investigate the application and obtain police and other City services for the event. Good cause can be demonstrated by the applicant showing that the circumstance that gave rise to the permit application did not reasonably allow the participants to file within the time prescribed, and/or the event is for the purpose of exercising rights under the First and/or Fourteenth Amendments of the United States Constitution.
E.    Date of Special Event Not Confirmed Until Notice of Confirmation Issued: Notwithstanding the acceptance of a completed application, the date of the event shall not be considered confirmed until the Special Event Committee issues a written notice of confirmation or a special event permit.
F.    Decision Criteria – Approval or Approval With Conditions: The City may approve or approve with conditions the special event permit based on consideration of any one or any combination of the following factors:
1.    The special event will not be materially detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare nor injurious to property or improvements in the vicinity of the special event; or
2.     Adequate parking facilities and vehicle ingress and egress will be provided to serve the special event and any existing uses on the site; or
3.    Hours of operation of the special event are specified, and will not adversely impact surrounding uses; or
4.    The special event will not cause noise, light, or glare that would materially impact surrounding uses; or
5.    The applicant has obtained all other applicable permits, including required right-of-way use permits.
G.    Decision Criteria – Denial: The City may deny the special event permit based on consideration of any one or any combination of the following factors:
1.    The applicant provides materially false or misleading information, fails to complete the application or to supply other required information or documents; or
2.    The applicant is unable to comply with the requisite terms and conditions to obtain the permit; or
3.    The proposed event conflicts with another previously scheduled event or condition; or
4.    The proposed event would unreasonably disrupt the orderly or safe circulation of traffic or would present an unreasonable risk of injury or damage to the public or property. (Ord. 5546, 6-28-10)
[bookmark: 5-22-6]5-22-6 CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL:
A.    The Special Events Committee may include as part of the special event permit, among other provisions, reasonable requirements concerning the time, place and manner of the event, and such requirements as are necessary to protect the safety and rights of persons and property and provide for the control of traffic. Conditions shall be based upon projected impacts on public safety, public places and public services, but shall not be based upon the programming content of the event or message that the proposed event may convey or any other valid expression of rights under the First and Fourteenth Amendments.
B.    The following types of conditions apply to all special event permits:
1.    Conditions concerning the time, place, and manner of the event proposed on the event application, including provisions for extensions of the permit; and
2.    Conditions concerning the area of assembly and disbanding of an event; and
3.    Conditions concerning accommodation of pedestrian or vehicular traffic, including restricting the event to only a portion of the street or rights-of-way.
C.    Other conditions that may apply to special event permits include, but are not limited to:
1.    Compliance with City traffic control plans and requirements for the use and rental of traffic cones, barricades, flaggers, or other requirements as identified.
2.    Compliance with health and sanitary regulations.
3.    Plan for emergency treatment and evacuation of people who may need such services, emergency communication, compliance with fire regulations concerning fire suppression equipment within structures and maintenance of unobstructed emergency passageways.
4.    Requirements for use of event monitors and providing notice of permit conditions to event participants.
5.    Restrictions on the number and types of vehicles, animals or structures at the event.
6.    Inspection and approval of floats, structures, and decorated vehicles for fire safety.
7.    Requirements related to animal protection.
8.    Requirements for use of separate garbage and recycling containers, cleanup, and restoration of City property.
9.    Restrictions on the use of amplified sound and compliance with noise ordinances, regulations and laws.
10.    Notice to residents and/or businesses regarding any activity that would require a whole or partial street closure, including single-lane closures.
11.    Restrictions on the sale and/or consumption of alcohol.
12.    Elimination of an activity that cannot be mitigated to ensure public safety and welfare, or that causes property damage or undue liability to the City.
13.    Requirements regarding the use of City personnel and equipment.
14.    Requirement for provision of a plan for parking, carpooling, or use of public transportation. (Ord. 5546, 6-28-10)
[bookmark: 5-22-7]5-22-7 APPEAL PROCEDURE:
A.    An applicant may appeal the denial of a permit or any permit condition, by filing a written notice of appeal, accompanied by a fee of two hundred fifty dollars ($250) to the City Clerk within fourteen (14) days of the decision.
B.    The notice of appeal shall specify the grounds for the appeal and applicant may attach any relevant documents in support of the appeal.
C.    An appeal under this Chapter shall be conducted by the Community Services Department Administrator or designee, who will issue a written decision regarding the appeal within ten (10) days.
D.    The Administrator’s decision may then be appealed to the City of Renton’s Chief Administrative Officer or designee. No new or additional evidence or testimony shall be accepted by the Chief Administrative Officer in this appeal. The Chief Administrative Officer shall give substantial weight to the decision made by the Community Services Department Administrator or designee. (Ord. 5546, 6-28-10)
[bookmark: 5-22-8]5-22-8 INDEMNIFICATION AGREEMENT:
Prior to the issuance of a special event permit, the City shall require the Applicant to execute a hold harmless and indemnity agreement and any other necessary waivers with the City. Applicant must further agree to reimburse the City for any costs incurred by it to repair damage to City property caused by Applicant’s special event. (Ord. 5546, 6-28-10)
[bookmark: 5-22-9]5-22-9 INSURANCE:
A.    The following insurance shall be required in connection with the issuance of a permit for a special event: one million dollars ($1,000,000) commercial general liability insurance per occurrence; combined single limits. Two million dollars ($2,000,000) aggregate, unless waived or modified by the City.
B.    The City Risk Manager is authorized and directed to require written proof of such insurance prior to permit issuance. The insurance policy shall be written on an occurrence basis, shall name the City as an additional insured on a noncontributory primary basis, shall be written for a period not less than twenty-four (24) hours prior to the event and extending for a period not less than twenty-four (24) hours following the completion of the event.
C.    The City reserves the right to require other forms of insurance in addition to the commercial general liability, if the City Risk Manager determines that such additional form of insurance is necessary for the particular type of event. (Ord. 5546, 6-28-10)
[bookmark: 5-22-10]5-22-10 COST RECOVERY FOR SPECIAL EVENTS:
A.    A Special Event Application fee of fifty dollars ($50) per event is to be paid to the City of Renton at the time of application. This fee may be waived if the applicant can show that the proposed event is in accordance with exercising rights under the First and/or Fourteenth Amendments of the United States Constitution.
B.    Prior to the issuance of the special event permit the applicant will be provided an estimate for the cost of any necessary City personnel and/or equipment. Applicant may be required to provide a deposit to cover the anticipated costs.
    City services and equipment may include the use of police officers and public employees for traffic and crowd control, police, extraordinary street sweeping, and any other needed, requested or required city service and the cost of operating the equipment to provide such services. These fees may be in addition to other permit fees that may be required. A special event permit will be issued when all fees have been paid and other permit obligations have been met unless otherwise provided in the conditions of approval.
C.    If the actual cost for City services and equipment on the date(s) of the event is less than the estimated cost, the applicant will be refunded the difference by the City in a timely manner. If the actual cost for City services and equipment on the date(s) of the event is greater than the estimated cost, the applicant will be billed for the difference. (Ord. 5546, 6-28-10)
[bookmark: 5-22-11]5-22-11 CLEANING AND RESTORATION DEPOSIT:
The applicant may be required to provide a cleaning and restoration deposit prior to the issuance of a special event permit. The cleaning and restoration deposit will be refunded after the event if the area used for the permitted event has been cleaned and restored to the same condition as existed prior to the event.
If the property used for the event has not been properly cleaned or restored, the applicant shall be billed for the actual cost by the City for cleaning and restoration. The cleaning and restoration deposit shall be applied toward the payment of the City’s actual cost for cleaning and restoration. (Ord. 5546, 6-28-10)
[bookmark: 5-22-12]5-22-12 REVOCATION OF PERMITS:
Any permit issued under this chapter may be revoked by the City at any time if, by reason of disaster, public calamity, riot or other emergency or exigent circumstances, the City determines the safety of the public or property requires such immediate revocation. The City may also revoke any permit issued pursuant to this chapter if the Special Event Committee finds that the permit has been issued based upon materially false information or if the event exceeds the scope of the permit or fails to comply with any condition of the permit. (Ord. 5546, 6-28-10)
[bookmark: 5-22-13]5-22-13 VIOLATION – PENALTY:
Failure to abide by any and all requisite conditions set forth in this chapter shall be an infraction subject to penalties and conditions of RMC 1-3-2. (Ord. 5546, 6-28-10)
[bookmark: 5-22-14]5-22-14 SAVINGS CLAUSE:
If any part or portion of this chapter is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this chapter. (Ord. 5546, 6-28-10)
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