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I. Licensing

General Information. King County only requires certain businesses to obtain licenses to conduct business activities within county limits. Specifically, there are two requirements a business must meet in order for the county to require it to obtain a license: (1) the business must conduct one of several “regulated” business activities that require a license and (2) the business must be located within unincorporated King County.[footnoteRef:1] These activities are defined in Title 6 of the King County Code.[footnoteRef:2] Regulated business activities include businesses that operate in the following areas:  [1:  Unincorporated King County includes areas outside of any city limits. This includes about 80 percent of King County by land area, but only 20 percent of the population of King County. If you are unsure whether or not your business operates within an unincorporated area, you may find additional information at http://www.kingcounty.gov/exec/strategy/PerformMgmt/KCGrowthReport/UnincorporatedKC.aspx. ]  [2:  Title 6 can be accessed at http://www.kingcounty.gov/business/licenses/~/media/Council/documents/Clerk/CodeFiles/09_Title_6.ashx. ] 


· General Licensing Provisions
· Amusement Devices
· Amusement Places
· Adult Entertainment
· Pool and Billiard Tables
· Closing Out Sales
· Dances
· Private Security
· Fireworks
· Right‑of‑way Franchises for Utilities
· Cable Communications
· Go Kart Tracks
· Heating, Air Conditioning and Ventilation Systems Installers
· Junk Dealers
· Massage Parlors and Public Bathhouses
· Outdoor Musical Entertainments
· Pawnbrokers
· Secondhand Dealers
· Taxis ‑ Businesses and Drivers
· Theaters
· Tobacco Vending Machines
· Charitable Solicitations
· Marriage Licenses
· Shooting Ranges

Obligations and Rights of Licensee. Licensees falling under one of the categories listed above must comply with a number of regulations upon obtaining a business license from King County.  The following are pertinent obligations and rights of licensees.  

· Licensee shall post the license in a conspicuous place in the place of business of the licensee. 
· Licensee shall notify the “Director”[footnoteRef:3] of any change in address, business name, or in the officers, directors, or partners within 14 days of the change.  [3:  “Director” for the vast majority of businesses (excepting taxis) is defined in the statute as “the director of the department of development and environmental services, or his or her duly authorized representative “the director of the department of development and environmental services, or his or her duly authorized representative.” ] 

· The Director may authorize inspections at a reasonable time upon reasonable cause to believe that a licensee is operating in violation of a business license ordinance. 
· If the Director deems licensee to be in violation of an ordinance, the Director must personally serve or mail a notice of violation. Violations are deemed misdemeanors and carry a maximum fine of $250 per violation or imprisonment in a King County jail for up to 90 days. Additionally, each violation carries a civil penalty of up to $250. 

II. Business Zoning Regulations

General Information. All businesses operating within unincorporated King County must comply with all business zoning requirements. This is true whether or not a business conducts any regulated activity requiring a King County license. The purpose of these zoning requirements are so that businesses will not adversely affect surrounding residents and activities. Zoning requirements can be found at Title 21A of the King County Code,[footnoteRef:4] and requirements cover a wide variety of uses and regulations. Zoning requirements cover issues such as permitted uses, development standards (including design requirements, water use, signage, parking and circulation, etc.), and general provisions. Zoning questions may be submitted to King County Department of Development and Environmental Services customer service at 206-296-6600.  [4:  The King County Code can be accessed at http://www.kingcounty.gov/council/legislation/kc_code.aspx#21A. ] 
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